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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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Szachowicz to present at BCHF’s All Schools Meeting
on Sept. 20
Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) is pleased to
announce that Dr. Susan Szachowicz, a senior fellow with the
International Center for Leadership in Education (ICLE), will be the
keynote presenter at the 2017 All Schools Meeting on Sept. 20 in
Columbus.
Szachowicz is dedicated to ensuring all
students achieve college and career readiness
and firmly believes the ideology: “High
expectations, high standards — no excuses,”
which aligns well with BCHF’s 2017-2018
theme: “Building Schools of HOPE.”
Szachowicz served students at Brockton
High School, a large, comprehensive urban
high school, for her entire teaching and
administrative career. She describes herself as Brockton High’s
greatest cheerleader as she witnessed the transformation of the school
from an underperforming, diverse urban school to a sustained model
school. Szachowicz continues to be committed to performance
transformation at the school and in the state, and has served on
numerous state commissions on school improvement, including the
Massachusetts assessment program.
Szachowicz is a lifelong resident of Brockton and a graduate of
Brockton High School. She received both her Bachelor’s in History
and Sociology, and Master’s in History, from Bridgewater State
College and earned her doctorate in Educational Leadership and
Administration from the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
Continued on pg. 2

All Schools Meeting — continued

BAR SET HIGHER
FOR THIRD-GRADE
READING EXAM
At its July meeting, the State
Board of Education took action
to increase the score students
must earn in order to
demonstrate adequate reading
proficiency and to advance to
fourth-grade reading.
As required by state law, the
board has raised the bar – by
about two points – each year
since 2012. As a result of the
board’s most recent action, the
required minimum score is
now set at 672.
Nearly four out of five students
who took the assessment in the
spring of this year would have
been promoted had the new
score been in place.

Szachowicz is the author of Transforming Brockton High School: High
Standards, High Expectations, No Excuses, published in 2013 by ICLE.
All schools sponsored by BCHF are strongly encouraged to send at
least one staﬀ member to the All Schools Meeting. Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/38856/all-schools-meeting
Szachowicz will also be available to work with dropout recovery
schools and high schools at BCHF’s Fall Dropout Recovery
Roundtable, Sept. 19, 5 to 7 p.m. Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/38679/drop-out-recovery-roundtable

Legislature passes biennial budget bill, adjourns
for summer
After months of deliberation, both chambers of the Ohio General
Assembly passed H.B. 49, which was signed into state law by Gov.
John Kasich on June 30.
Historically, state biennial budget bills have
included significant policy provisions
impacting charter schools, but because
sweeping charter “reform” legislation (H.B.
2) was just passed in 2015, few charter
changes – with the exception of issues
related to the recently implemented sponsor
performance assessment – were included in
H.B. 49.
Highlights of the bill include:
Funding
Under the new law, formula funding for K-12 education remains nearly
static at $6,010 per pupil for fiscal year 2018 (an increase of just $10
over fiscal year 2017) and $6,020 for fiscal year 2019. Facilities funding
for charters remains constant at $200 per pupil for brick and mortar
schools (to be pro-rated if the overall allocation is insuﬃcient based
on charter enrollment) and $25 for e-schools.
Charter school sponsors
Districts, educational service centers (ESC) and not-for-profit
sponsors all voiced concerns regarding the Ohio Department of
Education’s (ODE) implementation of the new sponsor performance
assessment (based on quality authorizing practices, school and sponsor
compliance, and school academic performance).
Based on stakeholder input, the legislature included a provision in
H.B. 49 that would have required ODE to weight “progress” at 60
Continued on pg. 3
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Budget bill — continued

STUDENT TEST
SCORES SHOW
IMPROVEMENT
In his July report to the State
Board of Education, State
Superintendent of Public
Instruction Paolo DeMaria
shared information on
preliminary results of state
assessments administered to
students in the 2016-2017
school year – the second year
utilizing tests created by the
American Institute for Research
(AIR).
Students showed improved
performance over the previous
year on 20 (of the 26) exams,
with the largest gains on the
third-grade English language
arts assessments in grades
three through eight.
Results of assessments in
physical science, integrated
math 1, geometry, American
history and biology were lower
than last year, but DeMaria told
the board that review of
additional data – the number of
students retaking the
assessments – would be key to
truly understanding outcomes.
DeMaria cautioned board
members against using the
preliminary results to predict
report card and graduation
results since the review of data
by districts is not yet complete.

percent of the total score for the academic performance component,
in recognition of the fact that growth (rather than proficiency) is a
more meaningful metric for schools with highly mobile student
populations. Unfortunately, the provision was vetoed by Gov. Kasich.
Sponsors also lobbied for a change that
would have prohibited ODE from
automatically lowering a sponsor’s overall
rating to no higher than “ineﬀective” if a
zero score is received in any of the three
components. A provision protecting
sponsors earning a zero score in the
quality and compliance components (areas
of weakness primarily for districts and
some ESCs) was included in the final
version of the bill, but was also subject to
gubernatorial veto.
Under previous law, sponsors were not given the opportunity to
review ratings prior to public release, and only sponsors rated “poor”
had the right to appeal. Under H.B. 49, ODE must provide
preliminary ratings to sponsors at least 10 business days prior to
release by ODE, and all sponsors have the opportunity to submit
supporting documentation and request adjustments to their ratings.
Assessments
H.B. 49 eliminates the fourth- and sixth-grade statewide achievement
assessments in social studies. The new law also permits districts and
schools to administer the selected response and performance task
items portions of the kindergarten readiness diagnostic assessment up
to two weeks prior to the first day of the school year. A provision
permitting districts and schools to administer state achievement
assessments in a paper format was subject to the governor’s line item
veto.
Graduation requirements
Under the new law, alternative graduation pathways are created
exclusively for students who entered ninth grade for the first time on
or after July 1, 2014 but before July 1, 2015. The changes are consistent
with recommendations made by a workgroup created by State
Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo DeMaria (see stories
included in the June and July issues of BCHF’s Sponsor Update).
Most policy provisions of H.B. 49 will become eﬀective September
29, 2017 (30 days after being signed into law by the governor).
Expect the Statehouse to be quiet for the remainder of the summer,
with activity picking back up soon after the Labor Day holiday.
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STATE BOARD
ENDORSES ESSA
PLAN
A significant portion of the State
Board of Education’s July
meeting was dedicated to
review, discussion and approval
of Ohio’s plan to comply with
the federal Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA).
More than 20 amendments to
the plan were made in response
to stakeholder feedback on the
original draft. Under the revised
plan, the threshold of students
required to comprise a
subgroup tracked on state
report cards is lowered from 30
to 15, and separate data on firsttime test takers and re-takers will
now be provided. Additionally,
the Annual Measurable
Objectives (AMO) measure of
state report cards will be
replaced, and chronic
absenteeism will be tracked as
an indicator of school climate.
Gov. John Kasich will now review
and ultimately approve the plan
for submission to the U.S.
Department of Education in
September.
Learn more about the process,
and review draft sections of the
ESSA templates online at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Every-Student-SucceedsAct-ESSA

Legislation would end shaming of students with
school lunch debt
Senate Minority Leader Kenny Yuko (D-Richmond Heights)
recently introduced legislation aimed at ensuring all children have
access to full meals.
Under the legislative proposal, schools
would be prohibited from singling out
students who owe lunch debts and from
giving students wristbands or hand-stamps
signaling to cafeteria staﬀ that meals
should be withheld or alternative meals
provided.
Schools would be required to address any meal debts with parents –
not students – and could enroll eligible students for free or reducedprice meals when parents fail to take necessary steps to do so.
Senate Bill 172 would require tradition and charter public schools, as
well as non-public schools, to provide meal information on, or
applications to apply for, meal programs in school enrollment
packets.
Yuko says the legislation may not address core issues that contribute
to student food insecurity, but it can “ensure we protect (students’)
feelings, give them a fair shot in life, and make sure they have a good
meal.”

AG advisory group on student loan debt makes
recommendations
As attorney general, Mike DeWine is responsible for collecting
outstanding state debt, including that of Ohio’s public colleges and
universities, which includes unpaid tuition and student loans, and
past-due room and board. To help ensure that those with student
debt are treated fairly, he created the Student Loan Debt Advisory
Group and recently released its recommendations.
According to the report, 42 million Americans owe more than $1.3
trillion in outstanding student loan debt. More than a half million
Americans are in default on their student loans, including 30,000plus Ohioans.
DeWine reports that Ohio ranks among the most debt-burdened
states for student loans. According to the Institute for College
Access and Success, 60 percent of Ohio graduates leave college with
student loan debt, ranking Ohio eighth in the nation for proportion
Continued on pg. 5
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AG/student loan debt — continued

DISTRICTS TO BE
PROVIDED WITH
OPPORTUNITY TO
SHOWCASE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Grade cards for the 2016-2017
school year, to be released in
September, will include a new
feature for districts – but not
charter schools – to highlight
achievements beyond academics.
The “quality profile” links will allow
districts to highlight
accomplishments such as
uncommon extracurricular
activities.
“What we’re attempting to do is
give a mechanism to allow
districts to tell a little bit more of
their story,” said Chris Woolard,
senior executive director for the
Ohio Department of Education’s
Center for Accountability and
Continuous Improvement.
In discussing the plan with the
State Board of Education, State
Superintendent of Public
Instruction Paloa DeMaria shared
his hope that the quality profiles
will provide a more rounded
picture of school progress.
The plan, according to Woolard, is
to extend the same opportunity to
charter schools and individual
district buildings sometime in the
future.

of college graduates with student debt – on average, about $30,000.
Not only do Ohio graduates have more debt than their counterparts
in other states, but Ohioans also default on student loans at a higher
rate than the national average.
These issues prompted DeWine to create the advisory group, which
convened five times over the course of six months before making 22
recommendations covering three topic areas: financial literacy
education; institutional debt certification policies; and, collection
practices.
The group’s number one recommendation
is that all Ohio high school students receive
a semester of financial literacy education.
Although Ohio has financial literacy
education standards in place that cover
K-12, financial literacy is not a state-tested
subject, which may cause schools to
marginalize the topic, limiting education on
the principles of college debt management.
The group recommends that the attorney
general and higher education institutions
support the adoption of legislation that requires all high school
students to receive one semester of financial literacy education as a
stand-alone course or within another class.
“Long before a student signs on the dotted line for a student loan, we
need to provide financial literacy education that prepares them for
this responsibility,” DeWine said in the report’s introduction.
Additionally, the group recommends that high school seniors be
encouraged to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). The report states: To reach our full potential as a state and
to meet future workforce needs, more young people need to earn
technical certifications, and associate’s and bachelor’s degrees. The
state can increase enrollment in higher education institutions by
requiring completion of the FAFSA. States that have mandated
FAFSA submissions have seen increases in higher education
enrollment. Furthermore, by showing low-income students that a
higher education is financially viable, we can encourage greater
college enrollments and close the achievement gap.
Read the report and review all 22 recommendations online at:
http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Files/Publications-Files/
Publications-for-Schools/Ohio-Attorney-General-s-Student-LoanDebt-Collecti.aspx
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INDUSTRY
RECOGNIZED
CREDENTIALS
EXPANDED
The Ohio Department of
Education (ODE) recently
announced its approval of 49
additional industry-recognized
credentials that can be used to
guide career-based school
programs and help prepare
students for in-demand jobs.
Professionals from various
industries reviewed a list of 126
credentials recommended by
school districts, adding to those
included among 13 career
categories: Agriculture/
Environmental Systems; Arts and
Communication; Business and
Finance; Construction;
Education and Training;
Engineering; Health; Hospitality
and Tourism; Human Services;
Information Technology; Law
and Public Safety; Manufacturing; and, Transportation.
Earning an industry-recognized
credential (and achieving a
workforce readiness score on
the WorkKeys assessment) is
among the ways students can
earn a high school diploma.
Learn more at: http://
education.ohio.gov/Topics/
Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/
Graduation-Requirements-2018and-Beyond/IndustryRecognized-Credentials-andWorkKeys/Industry-RecognizedCredentials

School’s participation in USDOE conference a
unique opportunity
Heather Sanchez, English Language Learners (ELL) coordinator at L.
Hollingworth School for the Talented and Gifted, worked closely
with the school’s vocabulary team – reading specialist and coach
Jennie Povenmire, seventh- and eight-grade English language arts
teacher Meagan DeSloover, and fourth- to eighth-grade literacy
coach Jessica Salada – and other teachers to develop a new initiative
aimed at improving students’ reading and vocabulary skills. On a
whim, she decided to submit their plan in respond to a call for
conference proposals from the U.S. Department of Education
(USDOE).
Much to Sanchez’s surprise,
L. Hollingworth School for
the Talented and Gifted was
one of 33 schools from across
the country selected to participate in the “Teach to Lead”
conference in Columbus.
The L. Hollingworth team’s plan,
which evolved as a result of
participation in the conference, was
based on a successful vocabulary initiative developed by a high
school in California that serves an older, but similar, economically
disadvantaged student population.
“We recognized the need for a school-wide reading improvement
plan and the importance of focusing on vocabulary expansion as a
part of that eﬀort,” Povenmire explained. “The conference was
extremely helpful in terms of building on our initial ideas and
development of a well thought out, detailed plan for school-wide
implementation.”
Conference participants were instructed to bring ideas on what,
exactly, they hoped to accomplish. The first day of the working
conference was dedicated to individual teams – including L.
Hollingworth’s four-woman team -- brainstorming, flushing out ideas
to ensure success, and developing detailed action plans.
“Our work at the conference – and feedback from other participants
– strengthened our initial plan,” Sanchez said. “We developed a list
of key words, like describe, infer, analyze, interpret … words that
students routinely encounter in assessments that they must
understand to demonstrate proficiency.”
Recognizing that students, particularly ELL, need both visual and
auditory approaches to learning, the team also identified a variety of
Continued on pg. 7
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USDOE conference — continued

LEARN HOW OHIO
EDUCATORS ARE
USING OLAC
RESOURCES

ways for teachers to teach and students to learn, from music to
dance.

Want to see how Ohio educators
are using the Ohio Leadership
Advisory Council’s (OLAC) free
tools and resources in innovative
ways to achieve results? Check
out OLAC’s Voices from the Field
campaign.

The next step for the team will be to share the plan with all teaching
staﬀ before rolling it out the first week of the new school year.

Read educators’ success stories
to learn how they are
incorporating OLAC tools and
resources into their practices
and working with colleagues to
improve learning opportunities
for all students.
Learn more at:
http://www.ohioleadership.org/
view.php?cms_nav_id=35

“We want to make the words come alive,” Sanchez explained. “Our
plan is aimed at making a richer, more open community – not just a
community of vocabulary, but of life.”

“We want to be explicit about the purpose of this initiative … we
want our students to be better readers and to have expanded
vocabularies, which serves to enhance learning,” Povenmire said.
Staﬀ will be provided with tools to make implementation fun and
easy – from supplies for word walls in every classroom, to t-shirts,
stickers, games and incentives like dress down days.
“This has been a real labor of love,” Sanchez said. “We’re excited
about sharing it with our colleagues and, ultimately, involving parents
in the eﬀort to help our students achieve academic success.”

Report shows connection between education, health
The Health Policy Institute of Ohio recently released a report
outlining recommendations on how schools can play a role in
improving and maintaining student health.
The second in a four-part series of policy briefs on the relationship
between education and health, the report – Health Services in Schools -recommends schools provide more health services, including mental
health, for students through partnerships with health care providers.
In follow up to the first brief released in January, Connections Between
Education and Health, the second brief explores specific evidencebased policies and programs that have demonstrated both health and
education benefits.
The third brief, with a target release date of August, will explore early
learning policies and programs, including childhood education and
family supports, and social-emotional development.
The last in the policy brief series will explore school-based policies
and programs that impact health and education outcomes, including
strategies to improve nutrition, increase physical activity, prevent
violence and drug abuse, and increase health literacy. It is slated for
release in the fall.
Review the full reports online at:
http://www.healthpolicyohio.org/category/publications/
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Superintendent shares vision for strategic plan
FREE CHILDREN’S
BOOK EXHIBIT FOR
KIDS AND THEIR
FAMILIES
The University of Findlay’s Mazza
Museum exhibit of 60 original
children’s book illustrations will
be on display at the Ohio Arts
Council’s Riffe Gallery in
Columbus, July 27 to Oct. 14.
The Mazza Museum collection of
original artwork by children’s
book illustrators is the most
diverse in the world. The
collection promotes literacy and
enriches the lives of all people
through the art of picture books.
The exhibit is free and open to
the public. Check gallery hours
and review other program
information online at:
http://www.oac.ohio.gov/Riffegallery/exhibitions

After serving a year as Ohio’s state superintendent of public
instruction, Paolo DeMaria is convening a diverse group of
stakeholders – including practitioners, policy makers, parents,
businesses and community organizations -- as a first step to creating
a long-term strategic education plan.
The plan will focus on six key areas:
standards, assessments and accountability;
early literacy; excellent educators; school
climate and culture; post-secondary
connections; and, high school success.
DeMaria’s priorities include student
involvement in shaping education, placing
greater value on teachers, better
development of school leadership, and
creating community and parent
partnerships.
“We’ve got to stop simply reacting to things and engaging in random
acts of policy development,” he said. “We need something that puts
us in a position to be looking forward and being proactive rather
than reactive.”
The superintendent intends to create a better balance between policy
and practice – tweaking policies as needed, while also working to
ensure that teachers and schools have access to, and are best able to
adopt, best practices in implementation of policies and meeting
accountability standards.
The superintendent emphasized the need for all stakeholders to
approach the strategic planning process with open minds.
“I work every day under the belief that every single person who ever
touches education policy or practice does so because they want
what’s best for kids, and I hope all of us come to the table with that
same belief,” DeMaria said.

Commission dissolved, but work will continue
After 20 years operating alongside and sharing staﬀ with the Ohio
Facilities Construction Commission, the School Facilities
Construction Commission has been dissolved through a provision in
the recently passed state biennial budget bill (H.B. 49). But oﬃcials
oﬀered assurances that there will be no change in Ohio’s
commitment in assisting districts and schools. Information of
interest to Ohio’s K-12 public school community will now be
provided online through Ohio Facilities Construction Commission
at: http://ofcc.ohio.gov/
BCHF Sponsor Update — Aug. 2017
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COMPLIANCE
UPDATE
ESSA Foster Care Requirements
Each school must designate a point
of contact for the educational stability
of children in foster care for the
2017-2018 school year. Also, Dec.
10, 2016, was the deadline to have
procedures on file for best interest
determinations and the
transportation of students in foster
care. Ohio’s ESSA foster care
guidance suggests these procedures
be developed with local county child
welfare agencies. Please make sure
those responsible for enrolling
students at each school know to
enroll students in foster care. All
guidance and support documents
are available online at:
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/
School-Improvement/Foster-Care
Withholding payment for nonlicensed teachers
Per ORC 3319.36, treasurers are not
permitted to pay teachers beyond
the first two months of employment if
the teacher has not filed with the
treasurer a valid educator license to
teach the subjects or grades taught.
BCHF will notify treasurers and
boards if non-compliance is
discovered.
Upcoming Ohio Department of
Education compliance deadlines
Sept. 29 -- Reporting due on food
and beverages sold on school
premises: http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/June-5-2017/
Certification-of-Standards-GoverningTypes-of-Food
Sept. 30 -- Deadline to upload district
2017 career advising policy: http://
education.ohio.gov/Media/EdConnection/June-12-2017/
Convenient-way-to-upload-yourdistricts-2017-Care

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
SPECIAL EDUCATION UPDATE
September 13, Columbus — 9 a.m. to 12 noon
BCHF will provide updates on special education policies,
procedures and programs twice annually in the 2017-2018
school year. The fall session is designed to help teachers,
intervention specialists, and administrators stay current in
this changing field. Learn state updates and best practice
suggestions. Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/38757/special-educationupdatefall
TEACHER BOOTCAMP
September 13 (Cleveland) and
September 14 (Columbus) — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Teacher Bootcamp is intended to serve as an additional
orientation for new teachers, or as a refresher for
practitioners. The event will examine the basics of eﬀective
classroom management, and eﬀective lesson planning and
delivery.
Register for the Cleveland event online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/38761/teacher-bootcampcolumbus-september
Register for the Columbus event online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/38762/teacher-bootcampcolumbus-september

Remember to make eventarc a trusted site in your email in order to
receive confirmations and email updates on our workshops! Please
email Josh Miller at pd@bchfschools.org if you have any diﬃculty
registering. Please include names and email addresses of all
registrants (do not request group tickets).
BCHF provides all workshops and seminars without cost to
personnel from its sponsored schools. However, a minimum number
of registrants may be required in order for a seminar to proceed and
BCHF reserves the right to cancel or postpone programs as needed.
BCHF also reserves the right to invoice a school for meals and
materials costs associated with registered personnel who do not
attend a session.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Aspiring to a new framework for mathematics instruction
By Dr. Mike Grote, School Improvement Specialist
The research surrounding eﬀective mathematics
instruction has grown dramatically in the past 50
years. Standard routines of even 20 years ago are
known to be unproductive for most students.
For students to be successful on modern math
standards, it is insuﬃcient to have memorized a
list of procedures. Student must actually
understand the mathematical concepts so that
they are capable of applying the ideas and
inventing procedures for non-routine problems.
Sadly, many teachers lack the depth of
mathematical understanding to help students
truly learn.
Most math standards are based on the
mathematics curriculum that is taught in
Singapore, a country that consistently scores near
the top of international comparisons in
mathematics achievement. This is no accident as
the author of the American version of Singapore
math was also a key author of the Common Core
Math Standards, as well as Eureka Math.
The solution to helping students achieve a high
level of mathematical comprehension does not
require a whole new set of teachers, but it does
demand very diﬀerent behavior from teachers.
First, teachers need to engage in learning
mathematical concepts with their students. This
means instruction must go beyond simply having
students memorize or imitate procedures.
Teachers must actively react to the discussions
unfolding in their classrooms. It is not suﬃcient
to deliver a script produced by a textbook’s
teachers’ manual or a management company.
There must be true inquiry directed at
understanding featuring real discourse among the
students and teacher. The teacher should be
talking less than 30 percent of the time during a
math lesson. Instead she/he should be asking
pre-planned questions that stimulate discussion
as opposed to oﬀ-the-cuﬀ questions, which

usually ask for purely factual information. The
goal is understanding, not a quick answer. The
logic and arguments of the discussion will be the
determiner of correctness, not an answer book.
Second, the focus on true problems must
increase. Problems are not exercises (which are
what pass for “problems” in many textbooks and
worksheets). They generally are based on real
situations, are engaging because they beg for a
solution in the minds of students, stimulate
discussion, and are memorable. They help
transform math from boring to interesting, and
from memorizing to deep understanding.
Third, the mathematics needed to solve a given
problem must be represented concretely before
moving to representing the situation using
mathematical symbols. This implies a greater use
of manipulatives and drawings in mathematics.
For example, both Singapore and Eureka*
mathematics emphasize the use of bar drawings
to represent problems before moving to
numerical representations.
Fourth, mathematics classes should make use of a
variety of literacy strategies. This not only
reinforces reading and writing skills for English
and language arts, it is essential for developing
mathematical literacy, as well. Writing
explanations forces deeper thinking.
Vocabulary strategies for ELA work equally well
for mathematical vocabulary. Reading
comprehension is crucial for success on state
testing in all content areas including
mathematics.
Fifth, mathematics should be taught across the
curriculum. Certainly making connections to
other content areas contributes to successful
recall, but it also demonstrates to students that
Continued on pg. 11
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New mathematics framework — continued
mathematics is important outside of math class.
Science is an obvious area, especially if it is being
taught through activities and experiments that make
use of data collection, measurement, and analysis,
but even specials like physical education, music and
art can make use of numbers in ways that reinforce
learning from math class. On days that prevent
outdoor recess, games that make use of mathematics
can be an engaging, as well as a productive, way of
maintaining a semblance of order while, at the same
time, furthering learning in mathematics.
What doesn’t work? We know that lots of teacher
talk, stacks of worksheets, requiring memorization
without understanding, and teachers doing more
work than students are all predictive of poor math
performance. What do your classrooms look like?

If math is an area of poor performance in your
school, BCHF can provide technical assistance in
both identifying causes and providing professional
development to help improve instructional delivery.
Contact your School Improvement Team
representative for more information.
*In a recent review of a mathematics textbook series by the
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, Eureka
Math was the only American series that was aligned to the
depth of understanding required by the Common Core State
Standards for Mathematics. While many series carry
stickers implying they are aligned, it is generally only a
topical alignment at best. Sometimes the stickers are little
more than marketing tools. If your math classes are relying
strictly on textbook content, it is unlikely students are
getting the depth of knowledge they need to be successful in
mathematics.

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY HOPE FOUNDATION
3021 East Dublin-Granville Rd; Columbus OH 43231
(614) 942-2002

www.buckeyehope.org
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