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Peggy Young,
Director
Jennifer Schorr,
Associate Director
OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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Legislation passed by the 131st Ohio General
Assembly in its “lame duck” year-end session
to address student truancy will become
eﬀective April 6, 2017.
House Bill 410 changes state law to define
habitual truancy based on hours (rather than
days) and, beginning July 1, 2017, prohibits
public schools from suspending or expelling
students based solely on unexcused absences.
Under the provisions of H.B. 410, public
schools are required to update student absence policies to include
certain intervention strategies. Absence intervention teams must be
established to identify and address the underlying causes of individual
students’ absences.
School attendance oﬃcers must notify students’ parents, guardians or
custodians when students are absent with or without legitimate
excuse for 38 or more hours in a month or 65 hours in a year.
The bill requires a complaint to be filed in juvenile court against a
student on the 61st day after implementation of an absence
intervention plan unless the school fails to make meaningful attempts
to re-engage students.
Under the new law, schools may allow students to complete any
classroom assignment missed because of suspension. Schools are
prohibited from applying all or any remaining part of a suspension to
the following school year; however, students may be required to
participate in community service or alternative consequences for the
number of hours equal to the time left on the suspension.

OHIO EARNS
AVERAGE MARKS
Education Week recently
released its annual Quality
Counts report ranking Ohio
22nd in the U.S. with an overall
score of 74.2 – the same as
the national average.
States’ grades are based on
three categories: chance for
success (role of education in
a person’s life from ‘cradle to
grave’); school finance (per
pupil expenditures and state
share); and, K-12
achievement (student
performance on national
tests and proficiency
comparisons between poor
and all other students). Ohio
received grades of C+, C and
C-, respectively.
Although Ohio’s subcategory
scores have remained
consistent over the years, its
ranking has tanked, from fifth
in 2010 to its current 22nd.

Work group mulls DOR school subcategories
Members of a work group created through charter school “reform”
legislation (H.B. 2) passed in 2015 are considering whether the dropout
recovery (DOR) school designation is too broad for the 87 diverse
schools.
“We have a really, really broad definition of what dropout prevention
and recovery is,” said Ohio Department of Education’s Innovation
Director Buddy Harris, who serves as the work group’s leader. “Is our
definition that speaks to 16-22 year olds that have dropped out or are
at severe risk of dropping out … adequate for us to really build a
continuous improvement system on?”
“If you think about it, we have conversion, we have startup, brick and
mortar, virtual, only high school, K-12 – lots of diﬀerent types of
schools yet they all fit under this one umbrella,” he continued.
The work group is tasked with defining “quality” for charter dropout
recovery schools and studying the eﬃcacy of a completion or
competency-based funding structure for the unique schools.
“I don’t know how you can possibly be setting standards without a
better, more narrow focus of what type of school you’re looking at,”
said Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering), who chairs the Senate
Education Committee, sponsored H.B. 2, and serves as a member of
the work group. “There is nothing that says you can’t have a common
definition, but within that we may need to be looking at diﬀerent
types of schools.”
Key stakeholders – superintendents serving on the work group, and
DOR school leaders attending the work group’s meetings – share a
common concern about judging schools based on four-year graduation
rates without taking into consideration the fact that many serve
students who must recover a significant number of credits.

Wellness policy updates required
Schools participating in the National School Lunch Program are
required to have wellness policies, which must be updated prior to July
1 to meet new criteria. Access the new wellness policy requirements
and policy resources available through the U.S. Department of
Agriculture online at:
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/local-school-wellness-policy.

Please make note!
Please update your contact lists to reflect a simple change: eﬀective
January 1, 2017, Jennifer Robison is Jennifer Schorr. Her new email
address is: jschorr@buckeyehope.org.
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ODE releases draft statewide ESSA plan
NEW STATE BOARD
MEMBERS,
OFFICERS
At its January meeting, the State
Board of Education
unanimously elected Tess
Elshoff to assume the top
leadership position, replacing
outgoing President Tom
Gunlock. Nancy Hollister
received unanimous support to
succeed Elshoff as vice
president.
The board also welcomed three
new members appointed by
Governor John Kasich: Eric
Poklar replacing Frank
Pettigrew; Martha Manchester
replacing Melanie Bolander;
and, Charlotte McGuire
replacing A.J. Wagner, who
recently resigned.
The board’s committee
structure has been re-organized
under Elshoff, with the new
Educator’s & Student Options
Committee addressing issues –
including charter schools –
previously addressed by the
capacity, and achievement,
committees. Committee
assignments have not yet been
announced.

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) recently released its draft
statewide plan to comply with the requirements of the federal Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which must be finalized and submitted
to the U.S. Department of Education by April 3, 2017.
The draft plan is based on input oﬀered by
more than 15,000 stakeholders who
participated in meetings, webinars and online
surveys. It includes proficiency, graduation and
attendance goals – a Performance Index score
of 100 out of a possible 120, a four-year
graduation rate of at least 93 percent, and
chronic absenteeism of five percent or less by
2027 -- and ways to identify and support
struggling schools and vulnerable students.
ODE will seek stakeholder feedback on the draft plan through March
6, providing time to tweak it and meet the April 3 submission
deadline. If approved, the plan will be implemented in the 2017-2018
school year.
Review and comment on the plan online at: http://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA .

CCP a great experience for seventh-grade student
The culture at the L. Hollingworth School for the Talented and
Gifted reflects the belief that all students can achieve success and be
well prepared for college or career. Students are encouraged to think
well into their futures and to choose paths that lead in the right
direction.
For seventh-grade student Dominick Escareno – who aspires to one
day be an attorney – Ohio’s College Credit Plus (CCP) program
represents an opportunity to not only challenge himself, but to earn
credits toward, or actually graduate from high school with, an
associate degree.
“We really do believe all our kids are gifted,” College and Career
Readiness Coordinator Rachel Gerwin said. “But we also recognize
that some of the brightest need additional challenges. I wanted to see
if the College Credit Plus program would be a good opportunity for
some of those students.”
Gerwin explored the program and identified Terra State Community
College as a good partner. It oﬀers a cost-eﬀective option at just $70
per credit hour, and students can complete the coursework online
from home or school.
Continued on pg. 4
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CCP —continued

REGISTER NOW
FOR 4TH ANNUAL
STEMCOM
STEMCON is an annual
conference for science,
technology and math educators,
and industry professionals, to
share best practices and
resources to better prepare the
next generation for the jobs of
tomorrow. Last year, nearly 400
educators from across the
country attended the conference
in Cleveland.
Registration is now open for the
April 7, 2017 event to be held at
the Cleveland Convention
Center. Keynote speakers
include: Dr. Vince Bertram,
president of Project Lead the
Way; and, Michael Lach, director
of STEM Policy & Strategic
Initiatives for the University of
Chicago.
The conference will also feature
more than 40 prominent
speakers from the STEM
educational field, and exhibitors
demonstrating STEM
educational teaching and
learning resources.
Learn more – or register – at:
http://www.stemcon.net/

Her next step was to host an informational session for students and
their parents, and to provide assessments to ensure readiness for
those that were interested.
Dominick -- the first Hollingworth
student to complete coursework through
CCP -- earned an “A” in his history class
and passed a pass/fail orientation course
for incoming freshmen.
Terra students and faculty made
Dominick feel welcome. “In the
discussion post, students were curious
about my goals and participation in
College Credit Plus,” Dominick said.
“We often talked about our goals and
aspirations.”
According to Gerwin, Dominick’s reading skills are very strong, but
his writing skills need improvement. Serving as his coach, Gerwin
reviewed Dominick’s writing in draft form, then worked with him
closely to edit into finished papers.
“Writing is not my strength but I had a lot of support from both my
parents and Ms. Gerwin,” Dominick explained. “This helped to
ensure that I was able to be successful, and sometimes I needed to
be pushed. I learned that time management and study skills are key
to being successful.”
Gerwin is justifiably proud of Dominick’s early accomplishments
and will continue to serve as his coach, while engaging other
students in the CCP program.
Dominick fully intends to continue to participate and hopes to
graduate from high school with not just a diploma, but also an
associate degree.

Technology enhances student learning
The International Academy of Columbus (IAC) is in the early
stages of implementing a new initiative that will put a tablet and
online lessons into the hands of every middle school student – and
students are already excited!
Technology teacher Misty Long – who also functions as the school’s
technology coordinator – is spearheading the project. Since
receiving the tablets over the recent winter break, she has added
protective cases, purchased damage insurance and loaded online
curriculum that both students and teachers are eager to use.
Continued on pg. 5
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Technology — continued

CONGRATS TO HSA
LORAIN STUDENT
Horizon Science Academy (HSA)
Lorain student Jalicia Smalley -no stranger to success at the
highest level – was recently
honored by the National Center
for Women & Information
Technology (NCWIT). Smalley
was one of 350 “honorable
mention” recipients, adding to
her previous awards.
Smalley’s project won first place
among 554 projects presented
at the North Eastern Ohio
Science and Engineering Fair.
As the grand prize winner, she
qualified to participate in the
International Science and
Engineering Fair – the biggest
science fair in the world!
Smalley, a senior at HSA Lorain,
also earned academic
scholarships totaling nearly
$118,000 to be used towards
her post-secondary education at
Indiana Tech in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. Congrats, Jalicia!

“We see so many benefits,” said Long, who just joined the IAC team
at the beginning of this school year. “In today’s technological world,
it’s so important that students have learning opportunities that
enhance their skills and build confidence.”
Long, a Google-certified teacher, is tapping
into the many free resources available to
schools through Google, supplemented
with purchased online lessons and
workbooks that will be more cost-eﬀective
in the long run than curriculum used in
previous years.
In some respects, online learning is similar
to electronic games, which motivate players
to continue to advance to higher levels of play.
“’Words with Friends’ looks and feels like an electronic game of
Scrabble,” Long said, “but it has great educational value.”
Teaching staﬀ appreciate the unique opportunities tablets and
online curriculum oﬀer. Eventually, IAC will be able to teach
through “flipped” classrooms, with teachers recording and posting
video lessons for students to view as homework assignments,
allowing them to complete lessons together in class.
Online curriculum provides immediate feedback to students while
minimizing the significant time teachers devote to grading students’
work. It allows students to work on group projects together outside
of the classroom, and has the added benefit of allowing teachers to
see what each student contributes. Additionally, online lessons can
be customized to support individual student needs.
“The tablets and online curriculum enhance student learning,” Long
said. “Our long-term goal is for every student – even those in
kindergarten -- to have access to these great new tools.”

HSA Lorain student receives third-place
honors in art contest
Lilianna V., a fourth-grade student at the Horizon Science Academy
(HSA) Lorain, recently placed third among 2,000 students who
participated in the 2016 Midwest Charter Schools Art Contest
sponsored by the National Charter Schools Institute.
Students from Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Ohio
created self-portraits depicting visions for their futures.
Continued on pg. 6

BCHF Sponsor Update — Feb. 2017
5

Art contest — continued

OHIO HOUSE,
SENATE ANNOUNCE
COMMITTEE
ASSIGNMENTS
House speaker Cliff
Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) and
Senate President Larry Obhof (RMedina) recently announced
committee assignments for the
new 132nd General Assembly.
The House Education and
Career Readiness Committee
(formerly the House Education
Committee) will continue to be
chaired by Rep. Andy Brenner
(R-Powell); Rep. Marilyn Slaby (RCopley) will serve as vice chair.
Committee members include
representatives:
✦
✦
✦

✦
✦
✦
✦
✦
✦

✦
✦
✦
✦

✦
✦

✦
✦

Jim Butler (R-Oakwood);
Robert Cupp (R-Lima);
Theresa Gavarone (R-Bowling
Green);
Steve Hambley (R-Brunswick);
Michael Henne (R-Clayton);
Ron Hood (R-Ashville);
Steve Huffman (R-Tipp City);
Kyle Koehler (R-Springfield);
Nathan Manning (R-North
Ridgeville);
Ryan Smith (R-Bidwell);
Dick Stein (R-Norwalk);
Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo);
Catherine Ingram (DCincinnati);
Grete Johnson (D-Akron);
John Patterson, Jr. (DJefferson);
Dan Ramos (D-Lorain); and,
Kent Smith (D-Euclid).
Continued on pg. 7

“We’re very proud of Lilianna and know she will do great things in
the future,” said HSA Lorain Director Fatih Sumer. “We’re grateful
to the National Charter Schools Institute for providing this unique
opportunity for our students.”
Although the school has a
special focus on math, science
and technology, Sumer believes
that art and music education –
often cut from school curriculum
due to budget restraints -- are
also very important.
“Our students are hungry to
learn,” Sumer said. “We have an
obligation to expose students to
new opportunities and to encourage their interest and
participation beyond our core curriculum.”
Sumer seeks out competitive opportunities for students and
encourages his teaching staﬀ to do so, as well.
Art teacher Claire Vien has a passion for bringing art to life in the
classroom and shares Sumer’s commitment to expanding students’
engagement in the arts. She recently spearheaded a field trip for
HSA Lorain high school students to the Cleveland Museum of Art.
While walking among the beautiful halls of the museum, students
discovered an interesting portrait of a man with the same last name
as their teacher. They were surprised to learn that the painting was
of Vien’s great-great-great grandfather, Joseph Marie Vien, and that
their teacher comes from a rich history of painters including her
grandmother, Marie-Therese Reboul.
“That kind of experience literally brings art to life for our
students,” Sumer said. “We encourage them to try new things, and
they embrace opportunities to do so.”

Significant changes to school funding may – or may
not – be made in new state budget
It’s state biennial budget season again, which generally means
continued discussion and debate over how best to fund Ohio’s
public schools.
The process will begin with Governor John Kasich’s (R-Westerville)
budget proposal introduced as legislation in the House of
Representatives, where it will be subject to consideration and likely
change.
Continued on pg. 7
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LEGISLATIVE
COMMITTEE
ASSIGNMENTS —
CONTINUED
The Senate Education
Committee will continued to be
chaired by Sen. Peggy Lehner
(R-Kettering); Sen. Matt Huffman
(R- Lima) will serve as vice chair.
Committee members include
senators:
✦ Bill Coley (R-Liberty
Township);
✦ Randy Gardner (R-Bowling
Green);
✦ Cliff Hite (R-Findlay);
✦ Gail Manning (R-North
Ridgeville);
✦ Louis Terhar (R-Cincinnati);
✦ Steve Wilson (R-Maineville);
✦ Vernon Sykes (D-Akron);
✦ Cecil Thomas (D-Cincinnati);
and,
✦ Kenny Yuko (D-Richmond
Heights).

State budget — continued
Kasich recently announced that although the upcoming budget will
be tight, primary and secondary education remain a top priority and
would increase by one percent under his proposal.
Under the previous budget, two-year funding to the Ohio
Department of Education (ODE) totaled $15.5 billion – second only
to Medicaid funding.
Continued district complaints on the way charter schools are funded
may result in consideration of a new approach, according to House
Finance Committee Chair Rep. Ryan Smith (R-Bidwell). However,
two key concerns have derailed previous discussions on the issue: the
need for an additional $160 million in state funding (according to the
non-partisan Legislative Service Commission) and risk of elimination
of funding through a line-item veto by a future anti-charter school
governor.
In addition to direct funding for charters, e-school funding is also
likely to be addressed. State Auditor Dave Yost has indicated that he
will encourage legislators to move to a performance-based e-school
funding system.
It’s diﬃcult to say what the outcome will be for the two-year budget
period that begins July 1, 2017, but it’s safe to say that school funding
will likely be a key area of focus throughout the process.

COMPLIANCE UPDATE
Progress reports
Second quarter compliance progress reports will be generated on
February 15 and will reflect schools’ progress on items due through
January 31. The reports will be discussed at subsequent board
meetings during the sponsor update.
Food service licenses
Food service licenses expire statewide on March 1, 2017. Updated
licenses for schools and vendors/caterers must be uploaded to
SharePoint and posted in school buildings.

Develop a passion for learning. If you do,
you will never cease to grow.
— Anthony J. D'Angelo
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Current updates and challenges
By Cheryl Solomon, School Improvement Representative
The year 2017 and beyond has promise of
educational changes and critical conversations at the
local, state and federal levels. Legislative changes
and a pending Supreme Court decision will create
new challenges for all schools.

schools to identify and provide specialized
instruction for students with disabilities.
As we move further into this era of challenges and
change, it is important to maintain focus on what
matters the most: high quality services for all
students.

Major legislation that impacts the education of all
students is the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
In combining the challenges of ESSA and the future
that was signed into law December 2, 2015, replacing
probability of Supreme Court decisions requiring
the No Child Left Behind Act.
schools to provide more intense
Adoption of the ESSA shifts
level of services, schools need to
the responsibility of school
be fully committed to
oversight from the federal
As we move further into this
understanding individual
government to the states.
learner diﬀerences – both
era of challenges and change, it
All provisions of this new law
cultural and cognitive. This
is important to maintain focus
must be fully implemented by
commitment will require
on what matters the most:
schools – through statewide
critical conversations within the
plans – for the 2017-2018
school community. These
high quality services for all
school year. In response to
conversations must be guided
students.
this mandate, Ohio recently
by educational leaders with
released a draft framework of
deep understanding and focus
the state’s response to the
on providing learning
ESSA requirements. (see related story on pg. 3)
environments that address the needs of all diverse
learners, not only those with identified disabilities.
The second influence, directly related to services for
School culture – and the acceptance and
special education students, is a case pending in the
understanding of individual needs and expectations
U.S. Supreme Court: Endrew v. Douglas County School
– will be critically important to the success of
District. On January 11, 2017, the Supreme Court
individual learners.
began hearing arguments surrounding the
interpretation of the educational benefits oﬀered to
Many questions and scenarios for adapting to
students with disabilities.
anticipated change will be discussed in future days,
weeks and months. As guidance for these changes is
This case is purported to be one of the most
provided by state and federal government agencies,
significant in the past 30 years involving the level of
one factor will remain constant: educators are
“educational benefits” that school districts are
educators because every child should succeed!
required to provide for a student with identified
disabilities. The significant relevance of this case is
Sources consulted:
the interpretation of educational benefits as related
Blad, Evie. (2016). ESSA law broadens definition of
to the obligation of providing a free and appropriate
school success. Education Week 35(15), 15.
education to students with disabilities. If the
Howe, Amy. (2017). Argument preview: What level of
Supreme Court rules with Endrew, it is anticipated
educational benefit is “appropriate for children with
that there will be a much higher standard set for
disabilities? Retrieved from scotusblog.com
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UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
DYNAMIC DATA DIG
“Data digs” involve teachers looking at learning data together,
analyzing it, and using the information to better address
learner needs. In this professional development session,
BCHF will help participants to dig into their own learning
data and develop a plan to drive improvement in the
classroom and school. Participants should bring a class set of
norm referenced testing results and results of a writing
sample or formative assessment produced by students. The
workshop is scheduled for February 9, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
Columbus. Participants must pre-register at: https://
register.eventarc.com/35536/dynamic-data-dig-using-your-data
CLOSE READING AND WRITING
Ohio learning standards require students to read and
understand more complex text at a much higher level of
analysis and application. Close reading strategies can greatly
help students read and write with purpose, and identify key
evidence in text to increase their comprehension. This
seminar will help coaches and teachers define close reading
and writing, and learn to present strategies to promote close
literacy habits in all students. This event is designed as a
“train the trainer” session and is recommended for
instructional coaches, school leaders and lead teachers
(department leaders). Sessions will be held from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. in two locations:
February 15 – Columbus
Pre-register at: https://register.eventarc.com/35529/closereading-and-writing-columbus
March 10 – Cleveland
Pre-register at: https://register/eventarc.com/35530/closereading-and-writing-cleveland

EFFECTIVE MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTION
Building upon BCHF’s Eﬀective Instruction workshops, this
session looks specifically at mathematics and helping students
not only achieve surface learning, but master deeper learning
and eventually learning for transfer. Using literacy strategies
to develop mathematics understanding is emphasized. Video
clips will demonstrate implementation of strategies in the
classroom. Participants will be engaged in designing
applications for their classrooms. This workshop is also available
to schools on site and may be presented in several 1.5 hour sessions
instead of a full day. Sessions will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
in two locations:
March 2: Columbus
Pre-register at https://register.eventarc.com/36747/eﬀectivemathematics-instruction-columbus
March 9: Cleveland
Pre-register at: https://register.eventarc.com/36748/eﬀectivemathematics-instruction-cleveland
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
Summer will be here before you know it! The BCHF
Leadership Summit, set for June 20-21 in Columbus, is the
premier event for school leaders. BCHF will solicit ideas and
input soon for topics to be included in this year’s event. Be
sure to secure a space!
Pre-register at: https://register.eventarc.com/35527/leadershipsummit
Please remember to make eventarc a trusted site in your
email in order to receive confirmations and email
updates on our workshops!

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY HOPE FOUNDATION
3021 East Dublin-Granville Rd; Columbus OH 43231

(614) 942-2002

www.buckeyehope.org
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