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Writing makes a difference

Peggy Young,
Director
Jennifer Schorr,
Associate Director
OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) recently wrapped up
its fourth annual writing challenge contest, Students Make a Diﬀerence.
The purpose of the contest is to encourage students to write and
teachers to incorporate writing into their everyday teaching. Schools
are asked to select their best writing entries at each grade level for
submission to BCHF. From there, a panel of judges scores the papers
based on a rubric and determines overall winners.
This year’s challenge for elementary students (grades three through
five) asked students to write a “Star Duster” essay. They were asked to
imagine that a famous professional athlete from their town agreed to
provide a high-quality education in the future to a student who writes
a winning essay called, “My American Dream.” Students were asked
to talk about how they would give back to their communities, as well
as provide examples from their own lives.
This year’s elementary winners are:
3rd grade: Nuran Ahmed from Horizon Science Academy Dayton
Downtown (teacher, Ms. Clouse)
4th grade: Yon German from Constellation Schools: Westside
Community School of the Arts (teacher, Ms. Ruman) — the highest
score in the elementary school category
5th grade: Aisha Hassan from Horizon Science Academy Elementary
Columbus (teacher, Ms. Gaines)
Middle school students were asked to read and study Dr. Martin
Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech and then write a letter to a
person in power about a change they would like to see enacted. This
year’s middle school winners are:
Continued on pg. 2

Writing contest — continued

COME RAIN OR
SHINE, DISCOVER
CAMP INFOhio
Camp INFOhio, an online
program for students in grades
four through five, features five
days of reading, activities and
experiments centered on
STEAM – science, technology,
engineering, the arts and
mathematics – topics. Students
can try their hands at code
breaking, conduct science
experiments with items they
find in the kitchen, learn about
roller coasters before
designing their own and create
musical instruments.
No sign up is necessary -INFOhio and the Ohio
Department of Education offer
Camp INFOhio free to all Ohio
families. Parents can simply
download the STEAM packets
and let their children work
through the activities at their
own pace.
Learn more at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/
May-1-2017/Come-rain-orshine-discover-Camp-INFOhio

6th grade: Danielle McEwen from Constellation Schools: Westside
Community School of the Arts (teacher, Ms. Warmuth)
7th grade: Morgan Jenkins from Constellation Schools: Westpark
Community Middle School (teacher, Ms. Anthony) – the highest score in
the middle school category
8th grade: Hailey Reinke from Constellation Schools: Puritas
Community Middle School (teacher, Ms. Schwartz)
High school students composed a literary essay. They were asked to
read a novel such as The Great Gatsby, Invisible Man, Day of the Locust,
Joy Luck Club, Death of a Salesman, Raisin in the Sun or a set of short
stories which address the perception of the American dream. After
reading and studying the piece of literature, they were asked to take
on the persona of one of the characters and to address an American
audience about their experiences and perceptions of the American
dream in their time period.
The high school winner is Wahli Bridgewater from Flex High School
(teacher, Ms. Fidler).
Grade band winners, Mr. German, Ms. Jenkins, and Mr. Bridgewater,
along with their classmates who participated, learned the importance
of the writing process, the revision process and how to submit a
formal entry.
BCHF looks forward to its fifth annual writing challenge next year!

OACSA testifies before Senate Finance Subcommittee
Buckeye Community Hope Foundation
Education Division Director Peggy Young
recently testified as president of the Ohio
Association of Charter School Authorizers
(OACSA) on the state biennial budget bill
(H.B. 49) before the Senate Finance
Subcommittee on Primary and Secondary
Education.
Her testimony focused on an issue of
concern to most of Ohio’s charter school
sponsors: the Ohio Department of
Education’s (ODE) practice of prohibiting
Photo courtesy of Capitol Square
a sponsor that receives a score of zero in
Review & Advisory Board
any of the three performance assessment
components (quality practices, compliance
and academic performance) from being rated higher than “ineﬀective.”
Continued on pg. 3
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OACSA testifies — continued

BCHF’S GOAL: TO
FEATURE ALL
SCHOOLS IN ITS
MONTHLY
SPONSOR UPDATE!
Ever wonder how BCHF selects
schools to feature in its monthly
newsletter and on its website?
If so, wonder no more!
It’s the schools that share their
successes and interesting
activities with their regional
representatives and/or
members of the School
Improvement Team that find
themselves in the spotlight.
Schools are also welcome to
communicate directly with
BCHF’s Sponsor Update editor
at: cwest@buckeyehope.org.
Every school deserves to be
showcased – let BCHF help
share your school’s interesting
stories!

The House of Representatives partially addressed sponsors’ concerns
by adding a provision to H.B. 49 that would prohibit ODE from
lowering a sponsors rating to “ineﬀective” for a score of zero in the
quality or compliance component, but not the academic.
Throughout the budget process, OACSA has engaged with legislators
in both chambers to express concern that assigning greater punitive
consequences to one component in the high-stakes assessment
violates current law, which requires that the three components be
equally weighted.
“If the problem is not addressed, risk-adverse sponsors will be forced
to close promising schools,” Young testified. “In some cases, this will
mean that students must return to traditional public schools with
lower academic performance than that of their charter school of
choice.”

Cheer squad takes home two 1st place trophies
The Noble Academy–
Cleveland Knights
Cheerleading Squad
recently competed in its
first local competition, the
North Coast Cheer
Championship.
Noble’s squad of 24 girls,
ranging from fourth to
eighth grade, practiced
throughout the fall and
winter months to perfect
their skills for the
championship, which
featured 56 teams.
Their dedication paid oﬀ –
the team brought home two
1st place trophies: one for each of their age brackets in the Recreation
Division.
The girls were excited to show oﬀ their talent, hard work and new
uniforms!
The school and its staﬀ, including its Cheer Coach, Tomika Tate, are
so proud of the girls, and grateful for all of the peer and parent
support that helped make the team’s wins possible.
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CONGRATS!
Congratulations to Maria Hejnal,
sixth-grade math and social
studies teacher at Constellation
Schools: Westpark Community
Middle School for receiving the
Outstanding Middle School
Classroom Teacher award from
the Greater Cleveland Council
of Mathematics Teachers. She
was one of just 12 recipients.

Student engagement with police lays foundation
of positive interaction
People often have a tendency to take the easy path – avoidance –
when it comes to dealing with controversial social issues.
But for Constellation Schools Eastside Arts Academy Principal
Katherine Rybak, a visit from three Cleveland police oﬃcers led her
down a diﬀerent path.
The oﬃcers visited the
school to inform Rybak
about a district
initiative throughout
the month of May that
would place more police
on foot and bicycle
patrol in the
community.
“I thought this was a
great idea and was very
excited,” Rybak said. “I
asked the oﬃcers if they could come to our ‘Muﬃns With Mom’
event and they graciously obliged. I also asked if they could do a
‘meet and greet’ with our students to help build the strained
relationship between police and the community after the tragedy of
losing Tamir Rice and other young African-Americans.”

Congrats, too, to Shannon Greif
– a first grade teacher at Horizon
Science Academy Lorain – on
receiving Concept Schools’
2016-2017 Teacher of the Year
Award. She was selected from
1,200 teachers in seven states.

Rybak emailed the City of Cleveland to ask if an assembly would be
possible. The next day, a sergeant arrived at the school to begin the
planning.
“We had an amazing event,” she said. “K-2 had a ‘meet and greet’
first, then third and fourth grades, followed by our fifth- and sixthgraders. The students were taught the importance of community,
being safe, respecting our neighborhoods, never touching weapons,
and what it takes to become a police oﬃcer.”
The three oﬃcers who participated enjoyed interacting with the
students, and even bought lemonade from the school’s lemonade
stand which raises money to help pay for students to attend the
school’s field trip to the local zoo. They also played with the
students during recess.
“They have had a strong presence in our community and have begun
to lay a foundation of positive interaction with our local police,”
Rybak said.

BCHF Sponsor Update — June 2017
4

Kucinich bashes charters in statewide speech series
CONGRATS TO
SCHOOLS,
TREASURERS!
Congratuations to Toledo
SMART Elementary School and
Treasurer Nicole Hagler, and to
the L. Hollingworth School for
Talented and Gifted and
Treasurer Doug Mangen, on
receiving the Auditor of State
Award from Dave Yost.
“Clean and accurate recordkeeping are the foundation for
good government, and the
taxpayers can take pride in your
commitment to accountability,”
Yost said in a letter to Hagler.
The Auditor of State Award is
given to entities that file timely
financial reports in accordance
with GAAP and receive a “clean”
audit report – one that does not
contain findings for recovery,
material citations, material
weaknesses, significant
deficiencies, single audit
findings or any questioned
costs.

Former U.S. Rep. Dennis Kucinich recently began a series of
statewide speeches that include blistering attacks on Ohio’s charter
schools.
He is a vocal critic of charters, which he believes have a negative
financial impact on traditional public
schools.
“I’m talking to a team of attorneys on the
potential for legal action here,” Kucinich
said. “In the meantime, I will be appealing
to members of the Ohio legislature to
reconsider their position in support of
charter schools in light of the injurious
impact it has on school districts within
their own (legislative) districts.”
Kucinich accuses Ohio’s Republican
legislators of encouraging a system of “pay-to-play” corruption that
unfairly serves the interests of charter stakeholders who exercise
their right to financially support candidates whose views align with
their own. He called the “corruption of the Ohio legislature by
charter schools” a “scandal of massive proportions.”
“Charters are a law unto themselves,” he said. “They are exempt
from over 150 state laws and regulations including those requiring
transparency, accountability and adherence to conflict-of-interest
laws.”
The Ohio Coalition for Quality Education (OCQE) notified charter
supporters of Kucinich’s events and encouraged their attendance and
participation.
Jayson Bendik, who serves as assistant principal at Horizon Science
Academy Lorain and attended a Kucinich event, posed an excellent
question: “Rather than criticize charter schools, shouldn’t you ask …
why do parents rush to enroll their children in charter schools?”
Rick Lukich, president of the Constellation Schools governing board,
thanked Constellation and other charter school supporters who
attended Kucinich events in Parma and Elyria. “As a result of strong
charter school stakeholder support, Mr. Kucinich not only changed
the tenor of his presentation and stopped bashing charter schools,
but he agreed to meet with us to discuss the real issue facing all
educators: inequitable funding.”
Some speculate that Kucinich is angling for a gubernatorial bid in
2018, as Republican Gov. John Kasich’s term nears its end. When
asked about his intention, Kucinich has so far declined to comment.
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Students to EXCEL at University of Toledo
AUGUST SOLAR
ECLIPSE OFFERS
HANDS-ON
LEARNING
EXPERIENCE
Want to have an out of this
world start to the coming school
year? Don’t miss out on the first
all-American total solar eclipse
in nearly 40 years! This rare
astronomical event is sure to be
an exciting learning experience
for students and an interesting
lesson opportunity for educators
of all subjects and grade levels.
While Ohio is not on the Path of
Totality, the Buckeye State will
still be able to witness an
excellent partial solar eclipse –
where the moon will cover
nearly all of the sun -- on Aug.
21.
Pinpoint your school’s location
on the NASA Eclipse Map and
get lesson plans ready using the
teacher toolkit. Access these
and other educational materials
online at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/
May-1-2017/August-solareclipse-offers-hands-onlearning-expe

Two of the seven L. Hollingworth School for Talented and Gifted
students who applied for The University of Toledo’s TOLEDO
EXCEL program have been selected to participate in the 2017
summer program.
TOLEDO EXCEL – a
scholarship incentive program
founded in 1988 – strives to
prepare students for success in
college. EXCEL involves student
members of groups underrepresented in higher education,
including African, Appalachian,
Asian, Hispanic and Native
Americans, in pre-college
academic programs to increase their self-esteem, cultural awareness
of diversity and civic involvement.
“We’re so proud of Shawn (Keith) and Autumn (Vasquez),” said
Rachel Gerwin, the school’s college and career readiness coordinator,
who helped students complete their program applications which
were submitted along with essays on why they want to go to college.
“What’s so exciting is that if they maintain a 3.0 GPA through high
school – and complete the volunteer service hour requirements –
they will receive a full four-year scholarship to The University of
Toledo,” she continued.
The EXCEL program helps ensure student success by providing
mentorship, tutoring and opportunities to participate in college
functions.
Congratulations to both students and the school!
Learn more about TOLEDO EXCEL online at: http://
www.utoledo.edu/success/excel/

Graduation requirement changes likely for 2018
State Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering), who chairs the Senate
Education Committee, is sponsoring an amendment to the state
biennial budget bill (H.B. 49) to enact the recommendations made
by a workgroup created by State Superintendent of Public Education
Paolo DeMaria modifying graduation requirements for the class of
2018.
As previously reported in the May issue of the BCHF Sponsor Update,
the workgroup’s recommendation would allow students who
Continued on pg. 7
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2018 grad requirements — continued

KIDS EAT FREE
THIS SUMMER
This summer, the Ohio
Department of Education (ODE)
is sponsoring the Summer Food
Service Program, providing
children with free, healthy meals.
It’s easy to participate and no
sign up is required. Simply call
1-866-3-HUNGRY (486479),
access the information online -http://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Other-Resources/Foodand-Nutrition/Summer-FoodService-Program -- or use ODE’s
mobile app (available free of
charge in the Apple App Store
and the Google Play Store –
search “Ohio Department of
Education”) for meal times and
locations.
The Summer Food Service
Program ensures children ages
18 and under continue to
receive nutritious meals during
the summer break from school
when they do not have access to
school breakfasts or lunches.
Children with disabilities and
approved individualized
education programs may
participant through age 21.

have taken all the required classes to graduate if they achieve one of
the following: a senior year attendance rate of 93 percent; a 2.5 grade
point average for senior classes; completion of a senior capstone
project; completion of 120 hours of work or community service
(including internships and apprenticeships); completion of a College
Credit Plus course; and, completion of an International
Baccalaureate of Advanced Placement course and earning a score of 4
on a related IB exam or a 3 on a related AP exam.
“It’s for that 2018 group of kids that we understand haven’t had a
period of time to adjust to new tests; they haven’t had time for
remediation on the tests the way that other future classes will,”
Lehner said of her amendment. “I think any time we make a major
shift like this we have to give it a certain amount of implementation
time.”
Lehner is also sponsoring an amendment for changes to the Ohio
Teacher Evaluation System (OTES) that aligns with
recommendations made by the Ohio Educator Standards Board.

Recycling matters to Noble students
Almost two years ago, Noble Academy–Cleveland teacher Ray
Gigliotti began working with a special group of students who handle
tasks such as giving building tours to guests, answering questions,
mediating issues between students, and handling other school
responsibilities.
The Noble
Ambassadors, as
they’re known, are
quite busy, but not too
busy to help Gigliotti
with a project near
and dear to his heart:
recycling.
What began as a small
recycling project using
paper boxes in some of
the classrooms grew into a formal Recycling Club with full-to-thebrim, heavy-duty recycling bins and a paper recycling dumpster in
the school’s parking lot.
The group’s latest initiative is the Noble Recycling Weekly
Challenge. Every Tuesday, Gigliotti and his team visit each classroom
in the building, collecting and weighing recycling totes.
Continued on pg. 8
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Recycling — continued

COMPLIANCE
UPDATE
YEAR-END REPORTS
Ohio Dept. of Education FY17
sponsor certifications: Initial
compliance certification
worksheets were sent to school
leaders, management contacts
and board presidents May 15.
BCHF is actively working with
school leaders and management contacts to reconcile
compliance worksheets by June
20 for submission to ODE by
June 30. ODE compliance
worksheets will replace BCHF
3rd quarter compliance progress
report for FY17.
BCHF year-end school
performance reports: Reports
for FY17 will be generated after
the close of the 2016-2017
school year. They will include
governance & compliance,
school improvement (academic
performance) and finance.
BOARD MEMBER TRAINING
Continuing board members that
have not already done so must
complete 2 hours of training per
academic year by June 20. All
board members are required to
annually complete open
meetings and public records
training. Online training
modules are also available from
BCHF and access may be
requested by contacting James
Devers at
jdevers@buckeyehope.org.
Continued on pg.9

“We also created a “Recycling Tree” that is displayed on our second
floor,” Gigliotti explained. “Every classroom’s bin weight and the
date are written on a leaf and stapled up for the entire school to see.
As the year progresses, the tree fills up with these leaves. By year’s
end, which is occurring now, the tree is full and beautiful.”
Students and staﬀ alike take pride in the positive impact recycling
has on the school and community.
A compelling story -- ” Recycling Matters” – of the school’s
successful initiative, written by Gigliotti, was recently published in
the local newspaper, the Lake County Sentinel.

Changes to school absence notification
legislation likely
State Sen. Sandra Williams (D-Cleveland)
recently announced plans to introduce a
substitute bill that would modify the
proposed requirement that schools notify
parents of student unexcused absences
within one hour of discovery.
Williams, who introduced S.B. 82 earlier
this year, would extend the notification
requirement from 60 minutes to 90, and
would specify that schools may use
automated calls, text messages, email
alerts or personal phone calls in providing
parental notification.
“According to most schools that we heard from, most of them that
call actually have a process to call within 90 minutes because some
don’t take attendance in the first period to give those students who
are late all the time an opportunity to get there, “ she told members
of the Senate Education Committee.
Some legislators have questioned whether Williams’ proposal would
have served to avoid the tragic outcome in the case of Alianna
DeFreeze, who was kidnapped while waiting at a Cleveland bus stop
on her way to school and later found murdered. Her parents, who
did not receive notification of Alianna’s absence until the end of the
day due to a glitch in the school’s automated phone notification
system, testified that they wonder if there might have been a
diﬀerent outcome had they known sooner that she never made it to
school that day.
The substitute bill will include a requirement that schools check to
confirm that automated calls are placed; it also holds schools
harmless if messages regarding student absences aren’t received.
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COMPLIANCE
UPDATE — continued
2017-2018 OPENING
ASSURANCES
In order for BCHF to certify to
ODE that schools are eligible to
open for the 2017-2018 school
year, the following items must
be current 10 business days
prior to the schools’ first day for
students. Documentation
should be uploaded to
SharePoint or e-mailed to your
sponsor representative:
✦ Building lease (or proof of
ownership)
✦ Occupancy permits (for first
year in building or recent
renovations)
✦ Health & safety inspections
✦ Fire inspections
✦ School emergency plans
✦ Liability insurance

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT – Registration closing soon!
Registration will close on June 10 for the premier event of the year
for school leaders: the BCHF Leadership Summit. The Summit is
set for June 20-21 in Columbus. In response to requests from
school leaders, the theme of the Summit will be: SOAR WITH
HOPE: How to Overcome Poverty with Excellence (and change lives
forever). The agenda will feature practicing school leaders as guest
speakers and panelists. Don’t miss this fun- and information-filled
two days of sharing and learning!
Secure a seat at the Summit by registering at:
https://register.eventarc.com/35527/leadership-summit
NEW SCHOOL LEADER WORKSHOP
Are you entering a new school leadership position or just a “new
to you” school leadership assignment? Are you wondering about
what compliance issues or fiscal issues may confront you? What
are the possible pitfalls? And, most of all, how can you get help
when you need it?
BCHF’s New School Leader Workshop on August 3, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. in Columbus will address these issues and give you a sense of
the sponsor’s role in supporting school leaders. The workshop will
acquaint new school leaders with many of the compliance,
planning and leadership issues they will encounter. All school
leaders who are new to a leadership position, or new to BCHF
sponsorship, are encouraged to attend! Lunch is provided.
Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/38460/new-school-leader-workshop
2017-2018 PD FOR INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS OR
MANAGEMENT GROUPS
If BCHF’s Accountability and School Improvement Team can help
your school or management group with a professional
development need, please complete a professional development
request form (available from any school improvement team
member or by sending an emailing to: pd@bchfschools.org. Please
share your needs as soon as possible. BCHF strives to assist all its
sponsored schools, but August dates, in particular, fill up quickly.
Remember that truly eﬀective professional development needs to
be closely connected to one of the overarching goals for schools.
Goals should be based on needs assessment data and overall
School Improvement Plan -- not just on the latest trend or buzz
words in education! In addition, eﬀective professional
development should be ongoing and reflective, giving teachers
time to digest new information, work on it in their classrooms,
judge results, and revise their practice. The BCHF team
prioritizes its work based on a close tie between student learning
data and commitment to sustained professional development and
support within the school.
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Dept. of Education opposes elimination of teacher
training program
ODE UNVEILS
PURPLE STAR
AWARD
The Ohio Department of
Education (ODE) recently
announced the creation of the
Purple Star Award to recognize
schools that show a special
commitment to serving militaryconnected students and
families.
The Purple Star Advisory Board –
formed by the Ohio
departments of Education,
Higher Education, Veterans
Services and Adjutant General –
has established eligibility
criteria.
Review the eligibility criteria and
learn more about the program
and how to apply online at:
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/
Other-Resources/Family-andCommunity-Engagement/
Supporting-Ohio-s-MilitaryFamilies/Purple-Star-Award

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) has voiced opposition to
action taken by the House of Representatives in the state biennial
budget bill (HB 49) to eliminate the state’s residency program and
accompanying Resident Educator Summative Assessment program
for new teachers.
The program requires all new teachers to work with mentors,
maintain a reflective journal, and pass a final exam in order to receive
a five-year professional educator license. It was eliminated in the
House by Speaker Cliﬀ Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) who said he has
heard from teachers that it shifts too much of their focus away from
students.
“We are concerned that the sudden elimination of this program will
leave a gaping void in our system of supports for new teachers,” said
Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo DeMaria during
testimony before the Senate Finance Committee and the Primary
and Secondary Education Subcommittee. “We are committed to
improvement, have made improvements every year, and would like to
have the opportunity to address issues with the system, rather than
see it eliminated.”

JEOC receives update on status of current studies
Members of the Joint Education Oversight Committee, chaired by
Rep. Robert Cupp (R-Lima), received an update on the status of
three studies – on assessments, career-technical schools and early
childhood education -- currently underway by the oﬃce’s staﬀ,
recently expanded from one to three employees.
The testing review will focus on: development of a list of popular
commercial tests administered as “whole grade” tests in districts;
estimating frequency of use; estimating the nominal number of days
of formal testing annually; and, collecting technical documentation
on testing instruments. The study will be conducted in four phases
and should be completed by Oct. 1.
The career-tech education study – with an expected completion date
of July 1 -- will focus on the kinds of programs available in each
school district, as well as program capacity and access.
The early childhood education study will: collect and compile data
on licensed childcare programs; determine state and/or federal
program funding levels; develop need and success criteria; and, if
possible, determine where investment would most likely increase
support for the intended population. It will be conducted in four
phases and should be completed by July 1.
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Congratulations to the 2017 WRITING MAKES A DIFFERENCE contest winners
3rd grade

4th grade

5th grade

8th grade
6th grade
7th grade

High school

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY HOPE FOUNDATION
3021 East Dublin-Granville Rd; Columbus OH 43231
(614) 942-2002

www.buckeyehope.org
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