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Reaction to state report card results mixed

Peggy Young,
Director

Some are confused, while others are frustrated, but most seem to
agree that public perception of school quality does not align with
report card results for the 2016-2017 school year.

Jennifer Schorr,
Associate Director

Although Ohio’s revamping of state report cards – including
implementation of an A-F rating system – was intended to oﬀer better
insight into school performance, parents, educators and policy makers
generally agree that schools are performing better than ratings
suggest.

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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According to State Rep. Mike Duﬀey (RWorthington), loud public outcry serves as
justification for additional changes. He
plans to introduce legislation to overhaul
report cards to focus on providing data
rather than ratings.
“Parents are by and large siding with their
school districts over the state, which means the state report card does
not have the public’s trust,” Duﬀey said. “When it doesn’t have the
public’s trust, it fails to have value as a tool for the state.”
Even those who agree with Duﬀey are concerned that further changes
could be disruptive, following a period of significant change as Ohio
has adopted and implemented new learning standards, assessments
and report cards.
“I think we need to make sure that we’re giving the data to the schools
and districts so they understand what they need to do to improve …”
and the current approach doesn’t always achieve that result, said
House Education and Career Readiness Committee Chair Andy
Brenner (R-Powell).
Continued on pg. 2

State report cards — continued

OHIO AWARDED $35
MILLION USDOE
GRANT
The Ohio Department of
Education (ODE) recently
announced that the U.S.
Department of Education
(USDOE) has awarded Ohio a
$35 million Striving Readers
Comprehensive Literacy Grant.
“Reading is the foundational
skill that supports all learning,”
said State Superintendent of
Public Instruction Paolo
DeMaria. “Ohio is committed
to improving outcomes for our
most vulnerable children, and
this grant gives us an important
boost in those efforts.”
Most of the grant funding will
be distributed directly to local
schools or early childhood
providers to improve literacy
outcomes for children from
birth through grade 12. The
three-year grant will focus on
serving the greatest numbers
of students living in poverty,
students with disabilities,
English language learners and
students identified as having a
reading disability.

Brenner also points out that the new report card ratings could have a
negative economic impact, discouraging companies from locating
operations in Ohio due to a misperception that students here are not
well-prepared.
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo DeMaria
recommends that the importance of report card data remain at the
forefront for policy makers eager to reframe the general public
conversation regarding state report cards.

Supreme Court rules in favor of charter school
building owner
Late Sept., the Ohio Supreme Court issued a ruling rejecting a Board
of Tax Appeals (BTA) finding that New Plan Learning, Inc.’s leases
with two Columbus charter schools were not entitled to a property
tax exemption.
The court found that the “view to profit”
standard was not applicable, eﬀectively
over-ruling a decision made last year that a
property owner’s intent was to make
money through its lease of space to a
charter school.
“In the BTA’s view, the fact that there was
any excess of rental income over expenses
required the denial of the exemption. We
disagree,” Justice Patrick DeWine wrote for the court’s majority. “The
focus should be on the plain meaning of ‘view to profit,’ this is,
whether the lease was intended to generate a profit for the lessor.
Because the BTA unreasonably ignored evidence of the lessor’s intent,
we vacate its decision and remand the case to the BTA.”
Although New Plan Learning leased the space at a cost greater than
its expenses, the resulting profits were used to support its other
charter options.

Legislation introduced to criminalize bullying
State Senator Sandra Williams (D-Cleveland) recently provided
sponsor testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee on
legislation she introduced to reduce incidents of bullying by making it
a criminal oﬀense.
“The purpose of this bill is not to criminalize individuals but to form a
deterrent and make sure they understand the seriousness of bullying
and that the consequences should in fact be as serious as the eﬀects,”
she testified.
Continued on pg. 3
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Bullying legislation — continued

ANTI-BULLYING
RESOURCES
AVAILABLE

The Ohio Department of
Education (ODE) is providing
online resources for parents
aimed at better addressing the
problem of student bullying.
Last month, ODE launched a
new web page with information
outlining the obligation of
schools in bullying situations
and guidance on discussing
bullying with children.
“Parents of bullying victims
often will ask teachers and
principals what they can do to
support their children,” ODE
said in an email. “To help with
these requests, this new web
page encourages parents to get
informed about local antibullying policies, to ask their
children’s schools about a
Student Action Plan and to
review tips on talking to their
young children or teenagers.
Learn more and assess
resources online at:
https://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Other-Resources/
School-Safety/Safe-andSupportive-Learning/AntiHarassment-Intimidation-andBullying-Resource/AntiBullying-Resources-for-Parents

According to Williams, 21 percent of Ohio students have been bullied
at school in the past year, and an additional 14 percent have been
bullied outside of school, including electronically.
“Bullying has quickly become an epidemic
in Ohio that negatively impacts not only
children, but parents, teachers and the
community,” she said. “Bullying has
serious adverse educational eﬀects and
students who are targets often experience
extreme stress that leads to physical
illness, reduced ability to learn, increased
absenteeism and decreased test scores.
Bullying often results in violent behavior,
retaliation against the oﬀender, harm to innocent bystanders and
suicide.”
Williams introduced the legislation after hearing from concerned
constituents. In meetings with school oﬃcials, she was told that
changes to state law are necessary to adequately address the problem.

Students make Pinwheels for Peace
More than 75 Horizon Science Academy Lorain students and Art
Teacher Claire Vien recently celebrated International Peace Day by
making pinwheels and creating a human peace sign.
According to www.pinwheelsforpeace.com,
“Everyday, we are bombarded with
television images, video games, music and
magazine articles/newspapers that give
importance to conflict and war. Violence
has become commonplace and accepted as
part of our society and, for some, it is a way
of life. It is our hope that through the
Pinwheels for Peace project, we can make a
public visual statement about our feelings
and war/peace/tolerance/cooperation/
harmony/unity and, in some way, maybe, awaken the public and let
them know what we are thinking.”
“Our students enjoyed the project and the meaning behind it,” said
Jayson Bendik, who serves as the school’s assistant principal of
operations and community outreach coordinator. “It was a great way
for Horizon to raise awareness and to encourage people to peacefully
resolve conflicts worldwide and at home.”
Learn more about the global peace initiative and access educational
resources online at: http://www.peaceoneday.org/edu-resources.
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School hosts community arts festival
MOST SENIORS
LIKELY TO
GRADUATE ON
TIME
The Ohio Department of
Education reported to the State
Board of Education last month
that 77 percent of high school
seniors are on track to graduate
on time under Ohio’s new
tougher standards. That
percentage is expected to
increase as a result of additional
pathways to graduation
approved only for the Class of
2018.
Graduation standards were
made more rigorous in part due
to concern regarding the
significant number – about 40
percent – of high school
graduates needing remedial
classes upon enrollment in
Ohio’s public colleges and
universities.
ODE data also reveals that
about two-thirds of juniors are
currently on track to graduate
under the new standards – the
same percentage of students
from the Class of 2018 at this
time last school year.

More than 100 people attended the East Side Arts Festival hosted
by Focus Learning Academy of Southeastern Columbus last month.
“We lucked out on an absolutely beautiful day and the Buckeyes
game was scheduled for a late start,” said Media Arts Manager
Chuck Francis. “It turned out to be a great opportunity to showcase
student art work and to invite members of the local community to
learn more about our school and its students.”
The event kicked oﬀ a new school
initiative: a media arts project called Eagle
Eye Apparel, which features screen
printing of t-shirts, signs and other
materials. Through the project, students
have the opportunity to learn every aspect
of the screen-printing business.
Pepsi and Blick Art Materials served as
sponsors of the event, which featured a
gallery of student art in the building’s hallways, a demonstration of
the screen-printing process, food trucks, games and other activities.
Local artists, including Richard Duarte Brown, who painted a mural
for the school, were also featured.
“We viewed the first East Side Arts Festival as not only an event to
highlight our commitment to the arts here at Focus, but a way to
give back and bond with our community,” said Donnie Musick, who
spearheaded the event. “We look forward to making next year’s
event even better, and we are having discussions about this type of
community event with our North and West schools, as well.”

State superintendent: no “silver bullet” to
addressing challenges of poverty
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo DeMaria focused
his remarks to the Ohio House Speaker’s Task Force on Education
and Poverty on the clear link between poverty and poor academic
outcomes.
Although there is no “silver bullet” or one-size-fits-all approach,
strong student supports and proven best practices are often found in
schools that served economically disadvantaged students who
achieve positive learning outcomes.
According to Ohio Department of Education data, more than half
of Ohio students are economically disadvantaged based on their
eligibility for free or reduced-price lunch, receipt of public
assistance, or Title I status.
Continued on pg. 5
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No silver bullet — continued

ANOTHER HONOR?
CONGRATS!
Congratulations to Horizon
Science Academy Dayton High
School Science Teacher Oktay
Ince, who also was recently
honored by the Ohio Academy
of Science, for receiving the
Hugh D. Hildebrant Memorial
Award for the Montgomery
County Science Day.
The annual award was
established to recognize
outstanding science teachers
who consistently support
Science Day projects through
student involvement.
A long-time supporter and
worker for Science Day
programs, Hildebrant was the
Affiliate Societies Council
executive director at the time
of his death. The award carries
on the traditions he embraced.

“All students can learn,” DeMaria said. “The challenge is for us as
adults is how do we assist and support that acquisition of knowledge
and skills for all those students.”
Schools that achieve academic success despite serving large numbers
of economically disadvantaged students use similar learning models
but diﬀerent approaches.
“As public policy makers, we so much crave that magic bullet,”
DeMaria said. “We have to understand that that does not work
because every organization, every one of those 3,200 (school
buildings) has a diﬀerent underlying dynamic, both in terms of the
community in which they exist, the students they serve, the teachers
that have been assembled, the leadership that they have, their history
and what have you. That doesn’t mean that there are some that can’t
succeed and others than can, but it means that in every case, there
are going to be diﬀerent things that are likely to work.

School leader shares perspective with OU students
Heather O’Bannon was recently invited to share her perspective as
director of the Westside Academy – a Columbus charter school
serving 100 percent economically disadvantaged students -- with 200
Ohio University students through the Patton College of Education’s
Rural/Urban Collaborative.
The mission of the initiative is to prepare
students and help them foster a deeper
awareness of how to examine, understand
and assess a variety cultural experiences
and issues based on gender, race, social
class and geographic locality.
Leading a school with a disproportionately
large number of immigrant students –
nearly 75 percent are English Language
Learners (ELL) – O’Bannon shared how the
Westside Academy focuses on teaching the
whole ELL student through rigorous education, connecting family
and the community, making students learn responsibility for their
actions, helping them feel part of the community and removing
barriers to equal education.
She discussed what support ELL students and newcomers to America
need to be successful in school and beyond, and what it can look like
in an urban school setting where poverty, safety and limited resources
are a daily concern.
Continued on pg. 6
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School leader shares perspective — continued

SHARE YOUR
STORY THROUGH
VIDEO CONTEST
The Foundation for Excellence
in Education is hosting a
Choice in Education video
contest for students and
families to share how
educational choice made a
difference in their lives.
The top five winners will be
announced during National
School Choice Week in
January and will receive cash
prizes ranging from $5,000 to
$15,000.
The Choices in Education
video competition will not only
highlight personal stories, but
also inform and inspire others
about the benefits of
accessing a learning
environment that best fits the
needs of students.
Learn more at: http://
www.choicesined.org/

“For a newcomer to America, fostering citizenship is a big key to
feeling part of the community,” O’Bannon said. “Teaching our
students how to be citizens, and showing them what citizenship feels
like and looks like are incorporated into academic and character
building lessons. The school setting is the perfect place to foster
leadership skills with a goal to creating future leaders to participate
and support their local communities.”

Students celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month
Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Lorain students celebrated
Hispanic Heritage Month at a community event hosted at the school
in Oct. featuring delicious food, beautiful
music and lively dance.
In addition to keynote speakers Sarah
Johnson and Nelly Davila from the El
Centro de Servicios Sociales, guests were
treated to a percussion demonstration
featuring Puerto Rican and other
Caribbean styles and instruments.
According to Johnson, the city of Lorain
has one of the largest Puerto Rican
communities in the country. El Centro de
Servicios Sociales was founded to serve the
immigrant community during the industrial
period of Lorain’s history and now proudly serves the entire
community.
The Escencia Boricua Cultural De Lorain dance group, featuring
nine to 13-year old girls, also performed traditional and
contemporary Puerto Rican dances.
Student performances included Jacob Vargas and Delson TorresCastro, who sang the current hit song “Despacito,” and Samuel
Trinidad and My’Jia Brown who performed the song “Moscas En La
Casa.”
“We love to see our students performing with all the parents
coming,” said Principal Fatih Sumer.
The event was covered by reporter Kevin Martin, whose story
appeared in Lorain’s local newspaper, The Morning Journal.
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School hosts 3rd annual Fathers Walk
EDUCATOR
ASSESSMENTS,
RESULTS STABLE
The State Board of Education’s
Educator and Student Options
Committee was recently told
that only one exam teachers
are required to pass in order to
receive a teaching license will
undergo changes in content
and scoring this year.
In recent years, the State Board
has taken action to make
content changes and reduce
cut scores on some
assessments, which has
resulted in more favorable
outcomes.
Testing data is released to
universities with education
programs – as well as to
individual teacher candidates –
which can be used to inform
curriculum and standards.

Main Preparatory Academy students – and their fathers and father
figures -- recently participated in the school’s third annual Fathers
Walk.
The school’s director, Nikita Tidwell,
recognizes the importance of parental
involvement and sees the Fathers Walk event
as a great way to engage fathers,
grandfathers, uncles, brothers and other men
who play an important role in students’ lives.
“Lots of our students live in single parent
homes,” Tidwell explains. “And in many
families, the moms are the true heads of
household that keep the ships afloat. The
kids are so excited when their fathers and
father figures engage in school activities!”
The event encourages students and their fathers and father figures to
walk to school and enjoy breakfast together. This year’s activities
included a scavenger hunt that served as the perfect opportunity for
students to show oﬀ the building and its newly renovated floor that
was previously damaged by fire.
And it’s not just students that enjoy Main Prep’s Fathers Walk, which
is part of a national initiative.
“The dads especially enjoyed the scavenger hunt – it allowed them to
spend more time with the kids and to see some of their work,”
Tidwell said.
Dads and father figures who participated engaged with many of the
kids, helping to ensure a good opportunity for all students, including
those whose family members did not participate.
“Everyone hung out together,“ Tidwell said. “One of our students
walked his sister to school that day.”

Dropout recovery advocates seek to educate
policy makers
Legislation (H.B. 2) passed by the Ohio General Assembly in 2015
tasked a study group -- which ultimately recommended continued
research and discussion -- with assessing dropout recovery school
accountability.
Against that backdrop, dropout recovery charter school leaders
recently spoke to members of the House Speaker’s Task Force on
Education and Poverty, seeking to dispel misconceptions regarding
these unique schools.
Continued on pg. 8
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Dropout recovery — continued

CAREER TECH
SCHOOL REPORT
CARDS
MISCALCULATED

Cris Gulacy-Worrel, vice president of national expansion for
Learn4Life, which runs FLEX High School in Columbus, told task
force members that students who enroll in the school are on average
a year-and-a-half behind in credits, read at the third-grade level, are
proficient in math at the fourth-grade level, and haven’t attended
school in about 150 days.

The Ohio Department of
Education has announced
that career tech school report
cards were miscalculated and
must be corrected and rereleased.

In response to critics who cite low graduation rates as evidence of
poor dropout recovery school performance, dropout recovery school
advocates say that less attention should be given to four- and fiveyear graduation rates in light of the significant challenges students
must overcome.

Errors in calculation of some
report card components
were caused by a “systematic
data compilation error” which
“resulted in the exclusion of a
small number of students
from all Graduation Rate,
Prepared for Success and
Nontraditional Participation
measures.”
ODE placed a watermark on
each career tech report card
posted on its website
informing readers that the
calculations are under review.

Advocates agree that dropout recovery schools must be held
accountable, but believe that their success must be measured
diﬀerently than other schools.

School hosts inaugural Parent Breakfast
Horizon Science Academy Elementary School recently hosted its
first parent event in its new building.
Each month, one or two students from each class are chosen as
“Students of the Month” based on the school’s PBIS model character
traits: trust, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship.
Typically, the school has treated its
monthly honorees to pizza for lunch but
this year opted to host a breakfast for
students and their parents, which included
a tour of the school’s new building and a
ribbon cutting ceremony.
“New building; new ideas,” said
Community Outreach Coordinator Valerie
Anderson. “We thought parents would enjoy learning more about
our Students of the Month initiative and the opportunity to see all
our new building has to oﬀer.”
Horizon Science Academy Elementary School began the 2017-2018
school year in its new building, allowing for an increase in enrollment
from about 500 students to more than 700.
Feedback on the building has been very positive. “Everyone loves it
– it’s so clean and bright, with nice high ceilings,” Anderson said.
“Students appreciate it and so do their parents.”
The event was so well received that it’s been dubbed as “inaugural,”
representing another good opportunity for the school to encourage
parental involvement.
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ADVOCATES
RECOMMEND
INCREASED EARLY
CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
INVESTMENT
Former legislator Shannon
Jones, who now serves as
executive director of
Groundwork Ohio, recently
testified before the Joint
Education Oversight Committee
on the need for greater
investment in state-funded,
high-quality preschool
programs.
Failure to do so, she said, will
likely result in Ohio being
unable to meet a goal
established by the Step Up to
Quality Program created by the
state in 2005 that all providers
earn three-star rankings or
better on a five-star scale by
2025. With just 13 percent of
state-funded early childhood
education programs currently
rated as quality, Ohio has
already missed its goal for at
least 25 percent to meet highquality marks by 2017.
National research shows that no
more than 10 percent of Ohio
four-year-old children are
enrolled in state-funded
preschool programs, despite the
fact that more than 40 percent
of Ohio children are eligible to
participate. Jones noted that
Ohio funded childcare for about
102,000 children in fiscal year
2016.

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
The 2017-18 school year is well underway, and hopefully all school
leaders have identified the needs and interests of both students and
staﬀ. BCHF has designed upcoming professional development
sessions based on needs identified by sponsored schools. Please look
carefully at the upcoming professional development sessions and see
what “fits” best for you and your team!
STICKING WITH STUDENTS – November 10 and 17
Are teachers doing all of the talking in your classrooms? This seminar
examines verbal interactions in the classroom as a key ingredient of
eﬀective lesson delivery. Students are more likely to achieve when
they are verbally engaged in instruction. Teachers can encourage this
engagement by questioning, prompting and providing feedback.
Learn eﬀective strategies to heighten student discussion and
engagement. In addition, learn how to encourage and assess verbal
interactions in the classroom in order to ensure that all students are
challenged and achieving. This session is intended for teachers,
teacher leaders, instructional coaches and school leaders.
November 10 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Cleveland
Register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/38764/sticking-with-studentscleveland
November 17 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Columbus
Register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/38765/sticking-with-studentscolumbus
LITERACY UNLEASHED AND USING STATE WRITING
RUBRICS FOR GRADES 7 to 12 – November 13
Teaching reading and writing in the content areas for secondary
students is often challenging. Key literacy skills for understanding
may be neglected due to seemingly massive amounts of content to be
covered in each academic area. This session will give all ELA
teachers, content area teachers, and instructional coaches “best
practice” ideas and strategies for use in secondary classrooms. The
second half of the day will be dedicated to using the new Ohio
Writing Standards Rubrics to teach and assess writing in the
secondary classroom. This session will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
Columbus.
Register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/39353/literacy-unleashed-and-using-thestate-writing-rubrics
EXCELLENT INSTRUCTION REVISITED –
November 14 and 15
This session builds on last year’s lesson model design training, which
focused on a direct instruction or “gradual release” model. The
session will review the parts of an eﬀective lesson, compare a lesson
taught in the “typical” fashion with one that adheres to the model,
and engage teachers in constructing an eﬀective lesson with all the
necessary components. Teachers will be asked to review their data in
advance to choose a topic that their students have diﬃculty
mastering. In addition, they should bring their most recent lesson
Continued on pg. 10
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COMPLIANCE
UPDATE
Third Grade Reading Guarantee
Guidance Manual
The Ohio Department of
Education released an updated
2017-2018 Third Grade Reading
Guarantee Guidance Manual in
August 2017, which includes new
guidance on teacher
qualifications. Download the
online manual at:
http://bit.ly/2hZFD52

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued
plan for that topic. The session will use protocols requiring teachers
to share their work and make use of peers to craft a lesson that will
improve students’ performance on the chosen topic. This session is
intended for K-12 teachers, instructional coaches and school leaders.
Please register for one of the following sessions:
November 14 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -- Cleveland
Register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/38759/excellent-instructionrevisitedcleveland
November 15 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Columbus
Register at he following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/38760/excellent-instructionrevisitedcolumbus
FUN WITH ELEMENTARY COMPLEX TEXTS – December 5 and 6

Prior to decision to suspend/expel
✦ Provide student a written notice
of intent to suspend
✦ Provide student with an
opportunity for an informal
hearing
✦ As applicable, consider whether
a manifestation determination is
required for students with IEPs

This session, especially intended for K-5 teachers and instructional
coaches, builds upon foundational understanding of close reading.
The workshop will explore literacy block routines, procedures and
“fun experiences” for close literacies. Participants will find ways to
encourage young students to learn and apply high-level close reading,
oral response and written response. Please register for one of the
following sessions:
December 5 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -- Cleveland
Register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/39351/fun-with-elementary-complextexts-cleveland
December 6 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -- Columbus
Register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/39352/fun-with-elementary-complextexts-columbus

After decision to suspend/expel
✦ Decision to suspend/expel can
only be made by the principal
✦ Provide written notice to parents
of reason for and length of
suspension/expulsion
✦ Written notice must include
information about the parent’s
right to appeal
✦ If appeal requested, provide
written confirmation of the
appeal hearing decision

CREATING CLASSROOM ASSESSMENTS – December 13
Instruction is not complete until teachers check for understanding.
The workshop will build upon teachers' knowledge of Ohio learning
standards to support them in developing formative and summative
assessments of significant standards. Participants should be prepared
to bring a set of “power” or “focus” standards from test blueprints for
their content area. The workshop will lead participants through the
development of short formative and summative assessments for those
standards. Item type, item development, item format and item
analysis will be discussed.
December 13 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Columbus
Register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/38753/creating-classroom-assessmentscolumbus

Suspension and expulsion due
process minimum requirements

For more detail, refer to your
school’s Suspension & Expulsion
Policy and ORC 3313.66x.

BCHF provides all workshops and seminars without cost to personnel from its
sponsored schools. However, a minimum number of registrants may be required
in order for a seminar to proceed and BCHF reserves the right to cancel or
postpone programs as needed. BCHF also reserves the right to invoice a school
for meals and materials costs associated with registered personnel who do not
attend a session.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Special education compliance: Understanding the basic process of Child Find
By Cheryl Solomon, Special Education Consultant
Child Find is a federal mandate defined in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
and gives schools an important legal responsibility
of providing a free and appropriate public education
to all children. Child Find is the terminology that
defines a legal requirement that schools find all
children who have disabilities and may be entitled
to special education services.

for special education services as defined by IDEA
and the Ohio Operating Standards.
✦

The child qualifies for special education services.
An Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is
developed within 30 calendar days of the date of
the eligibility determination meeting.

✦

An IEP meeting is held. The school is
responsible for contacting the participants within
appropriate timeframes to schedule meeting at a
time and place that is mutually agreeable to the
parents and the school and the participants of the
meeting. The parents must have the opportunity
to invite persons who are
knowledgeable or have
special expertise about the
child.

This requirement applies to all children from birth
through age 21. Children who are highly mobile,
migrant, homeless and wards of the state are
included in this definition. Students who are
suspected of having a
disability, including those
who receive passing grades
and are advancing from grade
to grade, are also included in
this definition.

✦The

Individualized
Education Plan is
developed. The team,
parent and student as
applicable, gather to discuss
the identified needs,
services and placement that
is best suited to the child’s unique needs. The
parent must give consent before the initial IEP is
implemented. If there is a question of
agreement, and no solution is found scheduled,
mediation options can be oﬀered, parents can file
a complaint and a due process hearing proceeds.

For community schools this
requirement translates to
having policies and
procedures, processes, and
appropriate staﬀ in place for
identifying and evaluating children who may need
special education and related services, such as
occupational therapy or speech therapy.
The basic steps required for compliance to Child
Find are listed below.
✦

✦

✦

A child is identified as possibly needing special
education and related services. If a school
professional or parent suspects that a child’s
achievement or performance is suspect of a
disability a request for evaluation is submitted.
Child participates in a multi-factored evaluation.
Licensed school personnel conducted a
comprehensive, individualized assessment as
identified in planning meeting and documented
on the evaluation planning form.
Eligibility is determined. A meeting of the
professionals who conducted the evaluation and
the parent meet to review the outcome of the
assessments and determine if the child is eligible

✦

The Individualized Education Plan is written,
parent has received copies of documents and
services are provided. Each person responsible
for services has access to the IEP and
understands their individual role and

responsibility; accommodations, modifications
and supports are in place in all environments as
identified on the IEP.
✦

Progress monitoring and the progress monitoring
reports are completed on the identified schedule
identified on the Individualized Education Plan.
Continued on pg. 12
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Child Find — continued
✦

The Individualized Education Plan is reviewed
annually, within 364 days of the original meeting
date with all considerations of parent invitation,
location and members attending identified.

✦

A multi-factored evaluation is conducted every
three years to assess progress and continued
eligibility for special education services.

Resource: Center for Parent Information and Resources;
Child Find: What is it and how does it work?

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY HOPE FOUNDATION
3021 East Dublin-Granville Rd; Columbus OH 43231
(614) 942-2002

www.buckeyehope.org
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