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Welcome to the BCHF family!

Peggy Young,
Director
Jennifer Schorr,
Associate Director
OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) is pleased to welcome
four schools to its sponsor portfolio!
The Auglaize County Education
(ACE) Academy is a K-12 online school
located in Lima oﬀering a dropout recovery
program. Its motto is Education Built
Around You and its leader is Director Jen
Korte.
Horizon Science Academy
(HSA) Primary – managed by
Concept Schools – is a spin oﬀ
of HSA Elementary in
Columbus. Located within
walking distance of the
elementary school located on Morse Rd., the school will serve
students in kindergarten through first grade, allowing for increased
enrollment at the elementary school. The school’s principal is Crystal
Seeley. BCHF now sponsors nine schools managed by Concept.
Inspire Charter School
Elementary is a new primary school
located in the Columbus community of
Harrison West (near the Short North)
serving students in kindergarten
through third grade (with plans to add
fourth grade next year). Its executive director is Tina ThomasManning, former superintendent for Reynoldsburg City Schools, and
its principal is Tony Taliani.
Continued on pg. 2

Welcome — continued

TOP 5 REASONS TO
ATTEND BCHF’S
UPCOMING ALL
SCHOOLS MEETING
1.

Enjoy a dynamic
presentation by keynote
speaker Dr. Joe
Hendershott — a national
expert on the social and
emotional needs of
children and youth;

2.

Receive a copy of
Hendershott’s book, The
Wounded Student;

3.

Receive important sponsor
updates — on compliance,
finance and more;

4.

Network with your
colleagues; and,

5.

It’s required — All schools
must send at least one
representative to this
important annual event!

School leaders won’t want to
miss this important meeting
that serves as a kick-off to the
new school year!

BCHF ALL
SCHOOLS
MEETING
Sept. 19, 2018
Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/
40983/fall-2018-all-schoolsmeeting

SMART Academy is opening in the
Cleveland community of Garfield Heights.
It is a kindergarten through third grade
school focused on literacy and student
success through three pillars: school,
families and community. Its leader is
Robert Aitken.
BCHF’s portfolio now includes 48 schools.

Advisory committee encouraged to advocate on
graduation standards
State Senator Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering), chair of the Senate
Education Committee, recently told members of the
Superintendent’s Advisory Committee for High School Graduation
Standards to reach out to their legislators if they believe the relaxed
graduation requirements in place for 2018 graduates should be
extended, as recommended by the State
Board of Education.
Lehner said she has seen “pretty shocking”
data from districts whose 2018 graduation
rates would have been significantly lower if
the relaxed requirements had not been in
place. She supports extending the eased
requirements, noting that would be less
disruptive than establishing new
requirements which would likely change
again – as a result of the committee’s
recommendations – in two years.
State Representative Andy Brenner (RPowell), chair of the House Education & Career Readiness
Committee, said in an interview with Gongwer News Services that
no action should be taken prior to review of test results as reflected
on state report cards to be released in September.
“We want to see some more data, we want to see some more results
and then we’ll go from there,” he said.
The committee has discussed and debated adoption of a new
framework – that may include a culminating student experience
project -- for graduation that would allow students to demonstrate
proficiency in English and math in ways other than assessments.
The advisory group is tasked with making recommendations on
graduation pathways for 2021 and beyond.
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BCHF welcomes new employees
CONFERENCE TO
FOCUS ON MENTAL
HEALTH, SCHOOL
SAFETY
Education services provider PSI
Solutions will host a Mental
Health and School Safety
Conference on Thursday, Sept.
13 in Independence, Ohio.
The conference will feature two
internationally renowned
mental health and school safety
professionals: Scott Poland,
Ed.D., director of the Suicide
and Violence Prevention Office
at Nova Southeastern University,
and Ken Trump, M.P.A.,
president of National School
Safety and Security Services.
Poland will address the topics of
suicide prevention and
postvention, crisis management
and mental health. Trump will
present on school safety,
security assessments,
emergency planning, safety
communication, the media and
more.
Register and learn more at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
mental-health-and-schoolsafety-conferencetickets-46594479342

Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) is pleased to
welcome two new additions to its busy, productive Accountability and
School Improvement Department!
Kimberly Jones assumes the position of
school improvement representative with
specialization in math and science
education. She will be the lead contact for
several schools in the BCHF portfolio and
will oﬀer professional development in her
areas of specialization. She replaces Dr.
Mike Grote, who will serve with BCHF on
an occasional consultant basis.
Jones has 29 years of experience in
traditional and charter schools, including
teaching, supervising, coaching and
leadership/administration. Her areas of expertise are in mathematics
and science education, dropout recovery programs, parent and school
engagement, classroom management and community supports. Most
recently, Jones served as director of a dropout recovery program. She
holds a B.S. in Education from Central State University and an M.A.
in Early and Middle Childhood Education from The Ohio State
University. Her area of focus for her Master’s degree was
multicultural studies. Jones brings a wealth of information and
experience to support BCHF’s sponsored
schools.
Stan Nicol will assume the role of data
analysis and school accountability
representative. He will monitor schools’
performance measures and oﬀer technical
assistance to individual schools and groups
of schools in data analysis.
Nicol is a graduate of Muskingum
University and Ashland University. He
brings 33 years of experience in education as
a high school science teacher, track/cross
country coach, EMIS supervisor, and data accountability director.
Nicol has worked with both traditional and charter schools. He is an
admitted “data geek,” having worked extensively with state and local
student and school performance data. His most recent endeavors
have been focused on data analysis, including EMIS, Ohio School
Report Card data, student information systems (Sis) and NWEA test
reporting and analysis. Nicol will be an asset to BCHF’s sponsored
schools in oﬀering technical assistance with state and local data and
performance measurement.
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NATIONAL
DROPOUT
PREVENTION
NETWORK
CONFERENCE SET
FOR OCT.
Learn about and share
innovative ideas, proven
programs and important
research on dropout prevention
at the National Dropout
Prevention Network’s
conference – Constructing
Possibilities: Blueprinting WholeChild Support – in Columbus,
Oct. 28-31.
In partnership with the
Educational Service Center of
Central Ohio, Ohio Department
of Education, Center of Science
and Industry (COSI) and the
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium,
the Network aims to provide a
valuable learning opportunity
for superintendents,
administrators, counselors,
teachers and stakeholders
interested in improving
graduation rates.
Learn more at:
http://dropoutprevention.org/
conferences/2018-ndpnc/

Study finds school funding efforts slowed during
last 10 years
A new study – 20 years of School Funding Post-DeRolph – conducted by
the Ohio Education Policy Institute’s Howard Fleeter and
commissioned by the Buckeye Association of School Administrators,
Ohio Association of School Business Oﬃcials and Ohio School
Boards Association was recently released.
The report summarizes how K-12 public
school funding has changed since Ohio
implemented a new funding formula after
the Ohio Supreme Court ruled Ohio’s
school funding system unconstitutional in
the DeRolph case.
According to Fleeter, about 75 percent of
the growth in state and local funding for
districts over the last 20 years occurred
between fiscal years 1999 and 2009, with per pupil funding increases
of 35.3 percent. Since that time, the report indicates, per pupil
funding decreased by 1.9 percent throughout the more recent tenyear period.
Over the past two decades, district funding increased 27.3 percent –
about 1.4 percent annually. The poorest 20 percent of districts
received increases totaling 29.4 percent, while the wealthiest 20
percent saw increases of 25.6 percent.
Fleeter suggests that policy makers should consider tax policy, in
addition to reconsidering the funding formula, noting that phasing
out the tangible personal property tax and implementing major
income-tax cuts likely impact educating funding.
In an interview with Gongwer News Service, Senate President Larry
Obhof (R-Medina) challenged Fleeter’s position that education
funding hasn’t consistently been a top legislative priority, noting an
increase of $200 million in the current budget despite a $1 billion
projected revenue shortfall.

Low-cost, free dental care available to children
Qualifying families can access free dental care for their children
through Smile Programs – the nation’s largest in-school dental
program oﬀering free preventive and restorative care to 500,000
underserved children each year. Children insured with Medicaid or
the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) can get free
treatment through the program. Private insurance is also accepted,
though charges apply. Parents and schools can learn more at:
http://www.mobiledentists.com/
BCHF Sponsor Update — Sept. 2018
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School partners with CelebrateOne
CHANGES TO OHIO
GRADUATION TESTS
COMING
Changes are coming to address
requests for a more open Ohio
Graduation Tests (OGT)
administration window. The
2018-2019 OGT administration
will begin Sept. 4, 2018 and end
July 31, 2019.
State law requires students who
first enrolled in grade nine
before July 1, 2014 to take and
pass the OGT to earn a high
school diploma. To provide
flexibility, the OGT will be
administered as an online test
beginning with the 2018-2019
school year until its final
administration in 2022. There
will be three online
opportunities each year to take
any of the required subject tests.
The same online platform
systems will be used for the OGT
as are used for other state tests.
Learn more at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Testing/OhioGraduation-Test-OGT

As a dropout recovery school, The Academy for Urban Scholars
(AUS) Columbus is always seeking ways to provide much-needed
support to its students. So, it comes as no surprise that school
founder John Gregory took notice of the creation of CelebrateOne
following the 2014 release of the Greater Columbus Infant Mortality
Task Force report.
The report oﬀers eight recommendations to
reduce Franklin County’s alarming infant
mortality rate. The crisis is significant: 150
infants die each year, with African American
infants dying at twice the rate of white
babies.
The initiative focuses on eight “priority”
geographic areas within Franklin Co., which
aligns closely with the communities in which
AUS students live.
Gregory reached out to CelebrateOne – a
not-for-profit entity that celebrates babies turning one year old -- in
an eﬀort to identify opportunities for collaboration, including
utilizing the organization’s educational curriculum to the benefit of
AUS students.
“We reviewed CelebrateOne’s curriculum – which is very similar to
that of Planned Parenthood – and discovered that a few
modifications were needed for our students,” said Kristen Muenster,
who serves as the school’s director of curriculum and instruction.
“In addition to the basics oﬀered through the CelebrateOne
curriculum, we wanted to address other issues relevant to our
students and society,” she continued. “The #MeToo movement has
placed a significant focus on personal responsibility and behavior …
we thought it was important to expand the curriculum to include
LGBTQ issues, healthy relationships, sexting and posting of risqué
photos, in addition to lessons for pregnant students and those who
are already parents.”
AUS piloted the educational program last year with about 50
students slated to graduate, and also made it available to students
who attended summer school. The goal is to incorporate the
program into the school curriculum for all students.
AUS hired CelebrateOne Community Connector Tanika Nabrit to
teach the classes, which will be oﬀered one hour a day for six weeks.
Students will receive a $50 gift card upon completion of the program
Continued on pg. 6
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CelebrateOne — continued

ADDITIONS MADE
TO INDUSTRYRECOGNIZED
CREDENTIALS LIST
The Ohio Department of
Education (ODE), in
collaboration with the
Governor’s Office of Workforce
Transformation, recently
released additions to its
2018-2019 Industry-Recognized
Credentials List.
A panel of more than 70
industry professionals reviewed
all approved credentials and all
credential applications earlier
this year. The result is expansion
of the list to include 11
additional credentials within the
career fields of: business and
finance; hospitality and tourism;
construction; health;
transportation; and, information
technology.
ODE will post the updated list
on its website in the coming
weeks. The list of new
credentials is available online at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Ohio-s-GraduationRequirements/IndustryRecognized-Credentials-andWorkKeys/Industry-RecognizedCredentials/Education-andTraining-1

and sexually transmitted disease testing will be oﬀered. Field trips –
for instance, to local hospital labor and delivery floors – will also be
incorporated.
“CelebrateOne is important because of the education and resourcs it
provides to our students and their families,” Nabrit said. “The
number of student parents that AUS has was shocking and it makes
me even more invested in the program.”
“Since June, we have been able to assist
with diapers, formula and information to
more than 50 students,” she continued.
“The greatest take away from this program
is watching the students graduate.
Students who never thought they would be
able to have a place to go that is nonjudgmental. “
“It’s spreading through word-of-mouth
that we’re oﬀering these classes,” Muenster
said. “We started by identifying students
with kids, and enticing them to check out the program by oﬀering
free diapers. They care deeply about their children and want to be
good parents. In some cases, they don’t have family members to
serve as good role models.”
Encouraging students to set high standards for themselves is
important, too, and according to Muenster, they want to be treated
like young ladies and gentlemen. The classes serve to provide life
lessons – helping them establish safe boundaries and make good
decisions, now and in the future.
Even the parenting classes are relevant to most AUS students, many
of whom care for younger brothers and sisters.
“We hope to see a decrease in pregnancy rates as a result of these
classes,” Muenster said. “But they clearly have value beyond that and
we’re pleased by the positive response we’ve seen among students
who have already participated.”

Fire Prevention Week Poster Contest now open
The Ohio Division of State Fire Marshal is conducting its annual,
statewide Fire Prevention Week Poster Contest. An excellent
opportunity for kids to think and learn about fire safety, the contest
is open to elementary school students in kindergarten through sixth
grade. The deadline for submitting entries is Nov. 5. Learn more at:
https://www.com.ohio.gov/documents/fire_PosterContestRules.pdf.
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Academies receive prestigious awards
STUDENTS
ENCOURAGED TO
SEEK NOMINATION
TO U.S. SERVICE
ACADEMIES

The Ohio Academy of Science recently announced its selection of 61
Ohio schools and 672 teachers to receive The Governor’s Thomas
Edison Awards for Excellence in STEM Education and Student
Research for their accomplishments during the 2017-2018 school
year.

U.S. Senators Sherrod Brown (DOH) and Rob Portman (R-OH)
encourage Ohioans interested
in 2019 admission to U.S.
Military Service Academies to
apply to each senator’s office for
a congressional nomination.

Among the honorees are four schools
managed by Concept Schools, three of
which are sponsored by Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation: Horizon
Science Academy (HSA) Columbus Middle
School – and its teacher Nuri Korganci;
HSA Dayton High School – and its
teachers Derrick Fox, Oktay Ince, Melissa
Shafer and Omer Kaleli; and, HSA Lorain
– and its teachers Hasan Savas and Serdar
Muhammetberdiyev.

Each year, Brown and Portman
nominate up to 10 students for
each service academy: the U.S.
Air Force Academy, U.S. Naval
Academy, the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, and the
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy.
Interested students who meet
the eligibility requirements
should send their completed
application packets to Brown’s
Cleveland office and Portman’s
Columbus office no later than
Sept. 21, 2018.
For more information or to
request an application, visit
Brown and Portman’s websites
at:
https://www.brown.senate.gov/
services/students/academynominations
https://
www.portman.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/serviceacademies

First established in 1985, The Governor’s
Thomas Edison Awards recognize Ohio
schools and teachers who stimulate scientific student research and
technological design and extend opportunities beyond traditional
classroom activities.
The criteria for the award are: to conduct a local science fair with 12
or more students; qualify two or more of these students for one of
the Academy’s 17 district science days; have students participate in at
least one youth science opportunity beyond the classroom; and,
convince external STEM professionals how and to what extent the
school’s program met the Academy’s
definition of STEM education (the mastery
and integration of science technology,
engineering and mathematics for all PK-12
students which incorporates scientific
inquiry and technology design through
student-focused, project-based curricula to
develop skills of communication, teamwork/
collaboration, creativity/innovation, critical
thinking and problem solving).
The Academy initiated this educational partnership program in
cooperation with the Oﬃce of the Governor and the Technology
Division of the Ohio Development Services Agency to recognize
schools and teachers for excellence in STEM education and scientific
student research.
More than 30 professionals – broadly representing STEM employers
from business, industry, government and academic – evaluated the
applications in a thorough review process.
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INFOhio EXPANDS
STORIA OFFERINGS
For the new school year,
INFOhio is expanding the
availability of Storia – a valuable
tool for developing students’
independent online reading
skills and helping students
comprehend and analyze digital
test -- to Ohio’s grade five
students.
Students will have access to the
Storia: Ohio’s 4th & 5th Grade
eBook Collection, which now
includes more than 350 titles.
Fourth- and fifth-grade teachers
must obtain a new passcode to
access the collection (including
those with existing passcodes).
Guidance on ways to integrate
Storia into the classroom is
available online.
Learn more at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/
Aug-6-2018/INFOhio-expandsStoria-offerings-to-includegrade

School participates in its 8th African American
Male Wellness Walk
The Academy for Urban Scholars (AUS) Columbus has an impressive
record of participation in the annual African American Male
Wellness Walk – an event held in six areas in Ohio, and in Atlanta,
New Orleans, Renton (Washington) and Washington, D.C.
The walks are culminating events to
embody a broad initiative aimed at
supporting entire families by addressing
important topics like mental wellness,
fatherhood, infant mortality and financial
literacy, to name a few. It serves to educate
and talk about the health disparities
between black men and men in general. Its
broader goals are focused on the
empowerment and awareness of the
spiritual, mental, physical and financial well
being of African American males.
“We’re proud to support this event,” said
AUS Director of Curriculum and Instruction Kristen Muenster. “It’s
a great service learning opportunity for our students.”
More than 400 guests – including Columbus Mayor Andrew Ginther
-- turned out for a reception hosted by the National Center for
Urban Solutions, which manages AUS, to thank the many supporters
of the African American Wellness Walk in Columbus. Eight “Health
Heroes” were honored, and volunteers, as well as 67 vendors and 45
sponsors – including CareSource, Molina, NBC4, NCUS, Radio 1,
COTA, Thirty-One Gifts, MediGold and Fifth Third Bank –
recognized.
A shoe was designed specifically for this year’s walk by Adidas, and is
available online and at stores from the Columbus Running Store.

Funds sought for Sandy Hook Promise partnership
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) recently applied for
federal grant funding totaling $687,900 through the Bureau of Justice
Assistance’s STOP School Violence Threat Assessment and
Technology Reporting program.
ODE’s plan calls for a local match of about $230,000 and a
partnership with Sandy Hook Promise, a not-for-profit organization
founded in response to the 2012 shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary
School which claimed 26 lives. Specifically, the funds would be used
to implement the Safety Assessment and Intervention (SAI)
program, which creates and trains school teams to identify and
address potential threats of violence.
BCHF Sponsor Update — Sept. 2018
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ONLINE RESOURCE
HELPS PARENTS
FIND BEFORE- AND
AFTER-SCHOOL
CARE
The Ohio Department of Job
and Family Services and the
Ohio Department of Education
(ODE) encourage parents to visit
ChildCareSearch.Ohio.gov
when searching for before and
after-school care for their
children.
Families can search for child
care providers by county, city,
zip code and program type, as
well as by Step Up to Quality
rating – Ohio’s five-star tiered
quality rating and improvement
system which recognizes
programs that exceed minimum
health and safety standards and
promote children’s learning and
development.
Programs listed at
ChildCareSearch.Ohio.gov serve
children of all ages, including
infants and preschoolers. All
child care programs in Ohio
serving more than six children –
or more than three children
under age 2 – must be licensed.
Learn more at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Early-Learning/Step-UpTo-Quality-SUTQ

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 101 and THE IMPACT OF POVERTY ON
CULTURE – Offered regionally!
This workshop – scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -- will identify key aspects of a
restorative justice system in schools. Participants will discuss practices that are not
restorative in nature, along with key elements of eﬀective practice. Initial
implementation guidance will be discussed. Information about the impact of
poverty on culture will provide a rationale for restorative justice practices. This
seminar is especially for school leaders, RTI/MTSS teams, and teachers. Lunch is
provided.
Cleveland – September 11
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41046/restorative-justice-101-cleveland
Columbus – September 25
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41047/resotrative-justice-101-columbus
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP – Offered online!
Leaders need support, too! Our innovative, new Leadership Network will be an
online discussion group, supplemented by quarterly face-to-face meetings. Topics
will focus on current issues for principals and other school leaders. The network
conversations will be based on the book, The Principal 50 by Baruti K. Kafele,
and will cover topics from school branding to accountability and community
engagement. This networking opportunity will span most of the school year
(September 1 through April 30) and has great potential for connecting school
leaders to others with similar issues and concerns!
Register at: https://register.eventarc.com/41113/school-leadership
TEACHER BOOTCAMP – Offered regionally!
This workshop is a one-day “bootcamp” – scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -especially for K-12 teachers covering basic elements of quality instruction and
classroom management. Teachers will learn about eﬀective management systems
and dealing with disruptions in classrooms. Participants will also learn about best
practices for eﬀective lesson planning and delivery. Lunch will be provided.
Columbus - September 6
Register at: https://register.eventarc.com/41052/teacher-bootcamp-columbus
Cleveland - September 27
Register at: https://register.eventarc.com/41053/teacher-bootcamp-cleveland
FALL ENGLISH LEARNER UPDATE and TEACHING WRITING TO
ENGLISH LEARNERS – September 13, Columbus
School personnel concerned with educating English Learners will share strategies,
concerns, and issues at BCHF’s biannual update sessions. Network with others
regarding your EL concerns! Speakers may be invited to address special topics as
identified by participants. The morning meeting agenda will include
introductions, announcements regarding ESL in Ohio, sharing and/or speaker, and
ESL updates. The afternoon will focus on teaching writing to English learners.
The session will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41111/fall-el-update-and-focus-on-els-andwriting
SCHOOL REPORT CARD Q’s and A’s – September 18, Columbus
Have questions about your Ohio School Report Card? BCHF will host an open
time to find out more about how to interpret and explain your results. Come
down one afternoon prior to our All Schools Meeting and take advantage of some
time to focus in on your data! This session will be hosted from 1 to 3 p.m.
Participants must pre-register to allow for their school’s data to be on-hand.
Register at: https://register.eventarc.com/41451/school-report-card-qs-and-as
Continued on pg. 10
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SHARE YOUR
STORIES!
There are countless untold
success stories within Ohio’s
charter school community and
the Buckeye Community Hope
Foundation family of schools —
from outstanding student
achievement and personal
growth, to unique ways in
which parents, boards,
teachers, administrators and
others are providing
meaningful student support.
Have a story to share? Contact
your school’s regional
representative or send an
email to:
cwest@buckeyehope.org

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued
SPECIAL FALL DROPOUT RECOVERY ROUNDTABLE – September
18, Columbus
BCHF’s Fall Dropout Recovery Roundtable – scheduled for 5 to 7 p.m. -- will be
an opportunity for school leaders and others involved in dropout recovery
programs sponsored by BCHF to interact with Dr. Joe Hendershott, author of The
Wounded Student. Learn strategies to help at-risk and troubled youth in your
school.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/40982/fall-2018-drop-out-recovery-roundtable
ALL SCHOOLS MEETING – September 19, Gahanna
BCHF is excited to feature Dr. Joe Hendershott, author of The Wounded Student, as
the keynote speaker at this annual event. Dr. Hendershott will continue BCHF’s
year-long conversation on the importance of social-emotional learning to the lives
of our students and the eﬃcacy of our schools!
Information specific to community schools and BCHF support will also be shared.
All sponsored schools are required to send a representative. The event will
begin with registration 9-9:30 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. with lunch provided.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/40983/fall-2018-all-schools-meeting
FALL SPECIAL EDUCATION UPDATE – Offered regionally!
BCHF encourages all key special education staﬀ to attend the fall meeting of its
Special Education Network scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This session will
present policy, procedural, and legal updates from BCHF, USDOE and ODE. A
forum for discussion of trends and current issues will also be provided.
Columbus – October 4
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41115/fall-special-education-update-columbus
Cleveland – October 11
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41116/fall-special-education-update-cleveland
DESIGNING EFFECTIVE LESSONS THAT SUPPORT SOCIAL
EMOTIONAL LEARNING – Offered regionally!
This seminar – scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -- will involve participants in
actually using strategies to build social-emotional learning among students.
Student engagement, understanding, and academic achievement are all fostered
when social-emotional learning needs of students are addressed. This seminar
details characteristics of eﬀective, standards-based lessons that incorporate socialemotional as well as academic learning!
Cleveland – October 10, 2018
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41054/designing-lessons-that-support-sel-cleveland
Columbus – October 11
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41055/designing-lessons-that-support-sel-columbus
COACHING 101 – October 25, Columbus
Instructional coaches can be significant change agents in schools. However,
coaches need to have an eﬀective service delivery model. In this session, coaches
will learn about a partnership model for coaching. They will develop a coach’s
“toolkit,” and find ways to create eﬀective learning conversations. Instructional
coaches will learn how to best leverage influence to positively impact instruction
in the entire school. This session – scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -- is appropriate
for instructional coaches and also for school leaders and building leadership teams.
Register at: https://register.eventarc.com/41122/coaching-101
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Supporting social emotional learning through instruction
By Dr. Mike Grote, Educational Consultant
Social emotional learning (SEL) includes five clusters
of skills: self-awareness, self-management, social
awareness, relationship skills, and responsible
decision-making. As students grow in these
dimensions, they exhibit more positive social
behaviors, fewer conduct problems, less emotional
distress, and improved grades and test scores. A metaanalysis of 213 studies showed that SEL programs
showed an increase of 11 percentile points on
standardized academic measures, reduced behavior
problems, and produced a benefit-to-cost ratio of 11 to
one!

of assignments and timing. Note that choice in
terms of who one works with can be problematic.
4.

Warmth and support -- The teacher creates a
classroom environment that is focused on making
each student successful. Students know that the
teacher cares about each of them as an individual
and believe the teacher will not rest until each is
successful. The teacher cultivates a meaningful
relationship with both the student and his/her
parent(s) or guardian(s).

5.

Cooperative learning -- Students work together
toward a collective goal in accomplishing an
instructional task. Correctly structured
cooperative learning is an art worth mastering by
the teacher. Joe Hendershott, featured speaker at
the coming BCHF All Schools’ Meeting, explains
the importance of all students experiencing
quality cooperative learning to enhance the
growth of SEL. Johnson & Johnson conducted a
meta-analysis of studies comparing cooperative
learning to individualistic learning and found
eﬀect sizes above 0.6 (meaning significant) in
achievement, interpersonal attraction, social
support, and self-esteem for cooperative learning.

6.

Classroom discussions -- Students have a
dialog about content, facilitated by the teacher.
Good discussions not only increase SEL, they
invariably deepen student understanding and
engagement with the content in all content areas
including mathematics.

7.

Self-assessment and self-reflection -Students are frequently asked to think about their
own work, for example, assess the quality of their
work against a jointly developed rubric. Students
log their learning accomplishments to help them
visualize their progress.

8.

Balanced instruction -- Teachers make use of
multiple and appropriate instructional strategies.
The use of worksheets is minimized or
eliminated.

Too often, teachers believe that student behavior is a
product of their environment and unchangeable. In
fact, according to research summarized by Richard
Davidson, “Qualities such as patience, calmness
cooperation and kindness are all best regarded as skills
that can be trained. They are not traits that are
irrevocably given by our early environment.”
While SEL skills should be directly taught in freestanding lessons and a school-wide SEL program
facilitated by school leadership, it is also important to
reinforce this learning in the operational norms of the
classrooms and the structure of lessons. Here are ten
classroom/instructional practices that grow social
emotional skills.
1.

Student centered discipline -- Disciplinary
strategies should be developmentally appropriate
for students. Personal approaches such as Zones
of Regulation or Restorative Justice are more
eﬀective than impersonal point systems,
clothespins, or do-jo.

2.

Teacher language -- The teacher encourages
each student. Constructive comments focus on
how to improve the quality of student work.
Negativity is eliminated from the teacher’s
attitude and in comments to students.

3.

Responsibility and choice -- Students are
provided with opportunities to practice decisionmaking by being provided with choices in terms

Continued on pg. 12
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Social emotional learning — continued
Academic press and expectations -- The teacher
provides meaningful and challenging work and
believes that all students can achieve this more
rigorous work. Everyone, teacher and students, learns
about the importance of “mindset” and its impact on
learning.
10. Competence building -- The teacher systematically
helps develop students’ social and emotional skills
through the typical instructional cycle. The goal is
both to help students master content and guide each
student to believe in his/herself. Eﬀort is a highly
valued commodity.
9.

Obviously, there is little opportunity for students to
development SEL skills if they are generally completing
worksheets after a teacher explanation. Learning is not
about getting done quickly with a worksheet, it’s about

making sense of content and learning. Most students
know this intuitively. When the focus is on control
instead of learning, students begin to see school as a waste
of time and disconnected from reality. Developing social
emotional skills, on the other hand, engages students,
makes school and learning meaningful, and increases
achievement.
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