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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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BCHF All Schools Meeting to feature Joe Hendershott,
author of “The Wounded Student” books
Buckeye Community Hope Foundation is pleased to welcome Dr. Joe
Hendershott as the keynote speaker for the 2018 All Schools Meeting.
Dr. Hendershott is a graduate of The Ohio State University with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
education. He holds a Master of
Education in school
administration and earned his
Doctor of Education in leadership
studies, both from Ashland
University. Hendershott is not
only a national expert on the social
and emotional needs of children
and youth, he is a “hometown
hero” from Ohio!
Hendershott has an extensive
background working with at-risk and wounded youth as a teacher and
administrator in traditional, alternative, and correctional education
settings. He has served as a high school assistant principal, head
principal, alternative school principal and principal at a residential
facility.
As president of his own consulting firm, Hope 4 The Wounded, Inc.
(www.hope4thewounded.org), Hendershott has been a keynote/
featured presenter at international and national conferences and has
conducted staﬀ training/professional development on understanding
and working with wounded students™, the eﬀects of trauma on
learning and behavior, emotional literacy, leadership, empathy, esteem,
Continued on pg. 2

All Schools Meeting — continued

ODE BUDGET
PRIORITIES
CONSIDERED
Superintendent of Public
Instruction Paolo DeMaria
shared his thoughts on
potential funding priorities for
the next biennial budget (for
the period beginning July 1,
2019) at the State Board of
Education meeting in July.
Aligned with the recently
approved strategic plan,
DeMaria identified five key
priorities:
✦
✦
✦

✦
✦

Early childhood education;
School improvement;
Whole child supports
(including wraparound
services);
Literacy; and,
Instructional practices.

Suggestions made by various
members of the board
generally aligned with
DeMaria’s proposed priorities,
which also included: family
engagement; drug education;
school safety; field staff;
transportation; and,
technology.
General Revenue Funding for
K-12 education is set at about
$16 billion in the current state
budget, which totals $65.5
billion.

inclusive communities, combating compassion fatigue, and other
topics relevant to today’s educational climate.
He has authored two books: Reaching the
Wounded Student (Eye on Education, 2008) and
7 Ways to Transform the Lives of Wounded Students
(Routledge/Taylor & Francis, 2016).
Hendershott was named the National Crystal
Star award winner for 2015 through the
Dropout Prevention Center/Network, which
annually recognizes an individual who has
contributed outstanding work in the area of
dropout prevention and intervention.
Additionally, Hendershott was named the recipient of the Professor
Raymond W. Bixler Award at Ashland University, which recognizes
excellence in education, and was a nominee for the Diversity
Enhancement Award for the Leadership and Service Awards at
Ashland University.
His message aligns with BCHF’s theme of Whole Child Learning for
the 2018-2019 school year.
BCHF’s annual All Schools Meeting will be held on September 19.
Register online at: https://register.eventarc.com/40983/fall-2018-allschools-meeting
Hendershott will also present at BCHF’s Fall Dropout Recovery
Roundtable on September 18, 5 to 7 p.m. Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/40982/fall-2018-drop-out-recoveryroundtable

State Board approves increased third grade
reading benchmark
After delaying action on increasing the score students would need to
demonstrate third grade reading proficiency at its June meeting, the
State Board of Education approved an increase from 672 to 677 for
the 2018-2019 school year in July.
Under state law, the State Board is required to review and adjust the
third grade language arts benchmark until it reaches 700.
The Achievement and Graduation Requirements Committee – which
recommended delayed action on the proposal at a previous meeting –
recommended to the full board that the required score be increased
to 682.
Continued on pg. 3
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Third grade reading benchmark — continued

REPORT
RECOMMENDS
INCREASED
FUNDING FOR
EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
A report – Ohio Early Childhood
Race & Rural Equity Report 2018 –
recently released by Groundwork
Ohio reveals that poverty is a key
factor in determining academic
outcomes and that students who
start school behind for
socioeconomic reasons stay
behind.
Statewide, 26.4 percent of Ohio
children up to five years of age
live in poverty, with increased
rates for Appalachian children (at
30.3 percent) and black children
(53.9 percent) of the same age
cohort.
According to the report, “At-risk
children who have access to highquality early childhood
experiences within their first five
years of life are significantly more
likely to be kindergarten ready,
graduate high school, have
higher earnings and better health
and are less likely to be held back
a grade, reliant on public
assistance or engage in criminal
activity. These improved
outcomes not only position our
youngest Ohioans for lifelong
success but also yield the
greatest return for Ohio
taxpayers.”
Access the full report online at:
https://
www.groundworkohio.org/
equityreport

The full board rejected that recommendation, ultimately approving
the score of 677 recommended by the Ohio Department of Education
(ODE). While some argued that setting the bar too high would set
schools and districts up for failure, other argued that expectations
should be high.
ODE’s overview states that: “Because of the state law, the education
community is expecting to see a modest increase in the promotion
score. No one will be surprised by an increase.” ODE also noted that
the recommended score aligns with the smallest possible increase in
the sub-score (from 44 to 45).
“It is possible this change will not increase the number or percentage
of students who are retained,” the overview states. “If there is a
reduction in the number of students promoted, we would expect it to
be small.”

State Auditor recommends development,
implementation of crowd-funding policies
Auditor of State Dave Yost recently unveiled a report developed in
response to requests for guidance on the use of crowd-funding by
schools, administrators and teachers to raise additional funding for
school initiatives.
“With an increase in donor-directed charitable donations, there’s no
question more Ohioans will use these online giving tools in the future
to invest in areas that are important to them,” Yost said. “Because
children are our greatest resource, I expect we’ll see increasing
requests for donations to education-related issues, and schools need
policies to avoid any issues.”
The auditor’s oﬃce surveyed Ohio’s 600-plus school districts on the
topic, which revealed that about 45 percent allow for the use of
crowd-funding websites like GoFundMe and Kickstart.
Yost recommended development of policies to safeguard against
potential violations of accounting standards and privacy rules. His
specific recommendations include:
✦ A requirement for approval of drives by a designated administrator;
✦ Tasking administrators with ensuring that campaigns are compliant
with state and federal laws;
✦ Selection of approved website to be used;
✦ Requiring that donations be sent to schools, rather than individual
teachers;
✦ Mandating that funds be used only for the purposes specified in the
solicitation; and,
✦ Subjecting all donations to normal financial oversight and auditing.
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New school year; new school building
CHECK OUT

ExtraCredit
The official blog of the Ohio
Department of Education
offers commentary and
insight on a wide range of
education issues from
department experts and
guest bloggers from
throughout Ohio’s schools
and support organizations.
Ideas, feedback and
comments to promote a twoway dialogue are
encouraged.
Sign up at http://
education.ohio.gov/Media/
Extra-Credit-Blog and select
ExtraCredit Blog from the
dropdown list to receive
updates as they are posted.

Students and staﬀ at Constellation Schools: Puritas Community
Middle (and Elementary) ended the last school year in a
rehabilitated storefront building that served as home for the
school’s first 15 years.
They’re now eager to finalize renovations and begin the new school
year with occupancy permit in hand, joining other Constellation
Schools in hosting their traditional back-to-school open house
events on Aug. 31.
“Architecturally, it’s beautiful,” said
Principal Meg Colwell. “It’s exciting to be
moving into a building that was meant to
be a school.”
Puritas’ new facilities will include a
purchased building – formerly a Catholic
parish school building vacant for several
years – which will house the school’s
classrooms and oﬃce space. The second
building will still be owned and used by the
parish, but shared by and leased to Puritas. It will house special
activities like physical education, music, art, Title 1 and special
education services.
“We used to refer to a large room in our old building as the caf-agym-a-torium,” Colwell said. “Now, we will have incredible space
with dedicated areas for a variety of school activities.”
The old classrooms were cramped; the new are spacious. Windows
in the old building were glass block; the new provide lots of natural
light and outdoor views. All in all, the new facility provides a better
environment for learning … and at a lesser cost!
Working closely with the school’s board and finance committee
members, Treasurer Tom Babb secured the necessary funding to
make the new facilities possible.
“It’s such a nice blend of what we need to be successful,” Colwell
said. “I have a dedicated, excited and energetic team … we’ve made
the best of our original facility. But we’re now in a position to serve
our students and families even better. It’s so exciting!”
Puritas parent survey results are generally very favorable, but “better
facilities” has always been identified as an opportunity for
improvement. Parents will be thrilled to now be sending their
children to a great school, in a great building, in a great location (just
a mile from the old location).
Continued on pg. 5
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New building — continued

FEEDBACK SOUGHT
ON COMPUTER
SCIENCE
STANDARDS &
MODEL
CURRICULUM
On March 23, 2018, H.B. 170 went
into effective requiring the
development of learning
standards and model curriculum
for computer science. These
standards and model curriculum
are expected to be adopted by
the State Board of Education by
Dec. 31, 2018.
Computer science is defined in
legislation as logical reasoning,
computer systems, networks and
the Internet, data and analysis,
algorithms and programming,
impacts of computing, and
structured problem-solving skills
applicable in many contexts from
science and engineering to the
humanities and business.
Share your feedback on the draft
computer science standards and
model curriculum online at:
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/
Learning-in-Ohio/StandardRevision-Overview/ComputerScience-Standards-and-ModelCurriculum

Plans call for completion of the three-month renovation project in
time to gain occupancy by the third week of August and for the new
school year to begin on Sept. 4. There will be little time for moving
in, but Colwell is confident that her team will do everything they can
to make it happen.
“Our teachers are so excited,” Colwell said. “They’re passionate and
committed to the school and its students… it’s amazing what they
can do.”

Get to know new report card elements
The 2018 Ohio state report cards to be released in September will
include new and modified calculations.
The “chronic absenteeism” indicator fulfills the federal Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) requirement that at least one nonacademic
measure of school quality or student success be included on state
report cards.
Starting in 2018, as part of the “indicators met” measure, Ohio will
evaluate schools on the percentage of students who are chronically
absent, which is defined as missing 10 percent or more of the school
year for any reason, including excused absences, unexcused absences
and out-of-school suspensions. Based on most schools’ calendars, a
student is chronically absent if he or she misses as few as two days of
school per month.
A new calculation in the “gap closing” component uses the Ohio
English Language Proficiency Assessment to measure whether
English learners are making progress toward proficiency. Schools
have administered this assessment since 2016, but 2018 is the first
year the scores contribute to a graded component on the report card.
Learn more at:
https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/June-25-2018/Getfamiliar-with-new-report-card-elements

Moore assumes new leadership role
Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) is pleased to
announce that Jason Moore has accepted a new position with the
Education Division team assuming leadership of both the compliance
team and fiscal oversight.
Moore brings a wealth of experience to this position as the new
Compliance & Fiscal Oversight Department Lead.
Continued on pg. 6
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Moore — continued

FREE ACCESS TO
LinkedIn’s ONLINE
TRAINING
Beginning Sept. 1, 2018,
online courses from lynda.com
will be available free to
Ohioans with a valid Ohio
library card.
The Ohio Library Council
(OLC) and Ohio Public Library
Information Network (OPLIN)
are partnering to provide this
first-of-its-kind collaboration.
Lynda.com lets users learn
business, technology, software
and creative skills through
12,000 video courses. Industry
experts teach the courses that
are designed for any skill level.
Ohio library cardholders can
access the courses from any
computer with an Internet
connection by entering their
library card numbers and fourdigit PINs.
To find a local library, visit the
OPLIN website at:
https://oplin.org/fal/

He has been an integral part of the Education Division team since
2014 providing support and technical assistance to sponsored school
boards, leaders and members of the division team.
Moore is committed to working with all sponsored schools,
improving BCHF’s monitoring and compliance practices while
respecting each school’s autonomy.
Prior to joining BCHF, Moore
worked with charter schools in
various leadership capacities across
Ohio since 2008. He has served as
both licensed treasurer and school
director for a number of charter
schools, as well as a member of the
founding team for five schools in
Columbus, Toledo, Cleveland, and
Cincinnati. Moore has a wealth of
experience in all aspects of operating
and leading a school.
He earned his B.S. in Business at Miami University and his M.B.A. in
Finance from Wright State University. Moore is also an adjunct
professor of finance at Wright State University. Please join the
BCHF Division Team in congratulating him!

Institute training focuses on social
emotional learning
Whitney Tobias, a fourth- and fifth-grade English language arts and
social studies teacher, brought diverse work experience – having
taught in both a large public district and a small private school – with
her when she joined the team at Clark Preparatory Academy.
Included among her unique experiences was using social emotional
learning (SEL) techniques in the classroom, making her an ideal
candidate to participate in a recent training session hosted by the
Institute For Social Emotional Learning (IFSEL) in Chicago.
Tobias attended the conference on an academic scholarship awarded
based on her completion of a lengthy and thoughtful application.
“It was an amazing opportunity,” Tobias said. “The four-day schedule
was jam-packed – in a good way – and featured fabulous trainers from
across the country.”
IFSEL defines social emotional learning as the process through
which children and adults acquire and eﬀectively apply the
Continued on pg. 7
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Social, emotional learning — continued

NEW FEATURES
AVAILABLE IN THE
KReady ONLINE
SYSTEM
Teachers administering the
Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment will find
enhancements in the Ready
online system this year.
The new features include:
✦

✦

✦

✦

✦

An optional new data entry
method;
The ability to access a
student’s language and
literacy scale score as soon
as the domain is completed;
The ability to verify that app
scores are loaded into the
Ready system;
Access to the KRA app
through a web browser,
eliminating the need to
download the app; and,
A way to quickly monitor
completion with new
dashboard views.

Learn more about these
features from the KRA 2018
Refresher at:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1N61QerRLcz8Z90kQuDyZygiQ
ZCjofIdZ/view

knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to understand and manage
emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for
others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and make
responsible decisions.
With support from Principal Stephanie Page, Tobias will share her
experiences, exercises and tools with the entire Clark Preparatory
Academy team as part of the school’s professional development
eﬀorts prior to kicking oﬀ the new school year.
“It needs to be imbedded into the
classroom, and implemented with
consistency and fidelity,” Tobias said.
“Students will understand that this is a
very deliberate initiative … they will
learn not only how to express their own
emotions, but also to be sensitive to
others.”
Some of the exercises Tobias
participated in didn’t seem like learning
– just fun! Yet they contained social emotional components aimed at
empowering educators and students to transform their schools into
caring, inclusive communities.
Focus and center, check-in and mindful movement exercises each
focused on implementing eﬀective SEL techniques in the classroom.
Tobias also participated in a choice session that featured a toolbox
for elementary school use and lots of great resources for SEL
protocols, including active listening, the use of “I” statements and
developing “win-win” solutions.
“Is this easy to implement?” Tobias asked. “Absolutely not – we live
in a culture that discourages expressing emotion. But we can nip
problems in the bud by letting students know that it’s okay to say,
‘I’m upset today,” instead of waiting until emotions build to a
breaking point. And it doesn’t require a lot of expensive resources to
implement.”
Tobias believes that teachers will embrace SEL as a solution to rely
on in diﬃcult situations, which will be important as it’s implemented
building-wide.
Since 2009, IFSEL has designed and led professional development
institutes, workshops and consultations with more than 6,000
educators from over 600 schools in the U.S. and abroad. These
sessions not only allow educators, administrators and counselors to
experience a range of SEL activities, but also expose them to the
research and rationale that underpin them.
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DEMAND FOR
STATEHOUSE
GRANTS FAR
EXCEEDS SUPPLY
Each year, the Capitol Square
Review and Advisory Board
(CSRAB) sponsors a grant
program to help fund school
group visits to the historic Ohio
Statehouse. Limited to
individual grants of $200 to
$400 (based on length of travel)
for a total of $25,000, the firstcome, first-served grants were
all claimed within six minutes
last year.
“That doesn’t cover the entire
cost of the trip, but it’s enough
to get them to come,” said
Charles Moses, chairman of the
Capitol Square Foundation. “It
has a profound effect even
though it’s not that much money
in the scheme of things.”
Sen. Bob Peterson (R-Sabina)
suggested that doubling the
grant allocation would still fall
short of meeting the demand.

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
ZONES OF REGULATION – August 14, Columbus
This workshop focuses on the various aspects of emotional self-regulation
as they apply to both students and staﬀ. Children who know how to selfregulate will turn into teens and adults who can self-regulate. Selfregulation skills are foundational skills for the social and emotional
functioning of students, and for building a positive climate in schools.
This session is applicable to school leaders, K-12 teachers and counselors/
deans, and staﬀ. The workshop is scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (lunch
provided).
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41045/zones-of-regulation
NONVIOLENT CRISIS INTERVENTION – August 23,
Columbus
Nonviolent Crisis Prevention is a prescribed training program of the
Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI). The training is intended to equip and
credential staﬀ with proven strategies for safely defusing anxious, hostile,
or violent behavior at the earliest possible stage. Verbal and nonverbal deescalation as well as physical restraint techniques will be covered. The
training meets Ohio Department of Education’s policies on restraint and
seclusion. K-12 special education leaders, K-12 teachers, and intervention
specialists will be particularly interested in this workshop. The workshop
will be oﬀered from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (light lunch provided).
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41114/nonviolent-crisis-intervention
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 101 and THE IMPACT OF
POVERTY ON CULTURE – Offered regionally!
This workshop will identify key aspects of a Restorative Justice system in
schools. Participants will discuss practices that are not restorative in
nature, along with key elements of eﬀective practice. Initial
implementation guidance will be discussed. Information about the impact
of poverty on culture will provide a rationale for restorative justice
practices. This seminar is especially for school leaders, RTI/MTSS teams,
and teachers. Lunch is provided. Register for the session nearest you.
Cleveland – September 11, 2018 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41046/restorative-justice-101-cleveland
Columbus – September 25, 2018 – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41047/restorative-justice-101-columbus
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP – Offered online by BCHF!
Leaders need support, too. BCHF’s innovative, new Leadership Network
will be an online discussion group, supplemented by quarterly face-to-face
meetings. Topics will focus on current issues for principals and other
school leaders. The network conversations will be based on the book,
The Principal 50 by Baruti K. Kafele and will cover topics from school
branding to accountability and community engagement. This networking
opportunity will span most of the school year (September 1 through April
30) and has much potential for connecting school leaders to others with
similar issues and concerns!
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41113/school-leadership
Continued on pg. 9

Photo courtesy of Capitol Square
Review and Advisory Board
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SHARE YOUR
STORIES
There are countless untold
success stories within Ohio’s
charter school community and
the Buckeye Community Hope
Foundation family of schools —
from outstanding student
achievement and personal
growth, to unique ways in
which parents, boards,
teachers, administrators and
others are providing
meaningful student support.
Have a story to share? Contact
your school’s regional
representative or send an
email to:
cwest@buckeyehope.org

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued
TEACHER BOOTCAMP – Offered regionally!
This workshop is a one-day “bootcamp” especially for K-12 teachers
covering basic elements of quality instruction and classroom management.
Teachers will learn about eﬀective management systems and dealing with
disruptions in classrooms. Participants will also learn about best practices
for eﬀective lesson planning and delivery. Lunch will be provided.
Register for the session nearest you.
Columbus - September 6, 2018- 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41052/teacher-bootcamp-columbus
Cleveland - September 27, 2018- 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41053/teacher-bootcamp-cleveland
FALL ENGLISH LEARNER UPDATE and TEACHING
WRITING TO ENGLISH LEARNERS – September 13, Columbus
School personnel concerned with educating English Learners will share
strategies, concerns and issues at BCHF’s biannual update sessions.
Network with others regarding your EL concerns! Speakers may be
invited to address special topics as identified by participants. The
morning meeting agenda will include introductions, announcements
regarding ESL in Ohio, sharing and/or speaker and ESL updates. The
afternoon will focus on teaching writing to English Learners. The session
will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (lunch provided).
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41111/fall-el-update-and-focus-on-elsandwriting
SPECIAL FALL DROPOUT RECOVERY ROUNDTABLE –
September 18, Columbus
BCHF will hold its Fall Dropout Recovery Roundtable meeting from 5 to
7 p.m. This roundtable will be an opportunity for school leaders and
others involved in BCHF-sponsored dropout recovery programs to
interact with Dr. Joe Hendershott, author of The Wounded Student. Find
out strategies to help at-risk and troubled youth in your school.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/40982/fall-2018-drop-out-recoveryroundtable
ALL SCHOOLS MEETING – September 19, Gahanna
BCHF is very excited to have Dr. Joe Hendershott, author of The Wounded
Student, as the keynote speaker at the 2018 All Schools Meeting.
Information specific to charter schools and BCHF support will also be
shared. All sponsored schools are required to send a representative. The
meeting will begin promptly at 9 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. (lunch
provided).
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/40983/fall-2018-all-schools-meeting
BCHF provides all workshops and seminars without cost to personnel from its
sponsored schools. However, a minimum number of registrants may be required in
order for a seminar to proceed and BCHF reserves the right to cancel or postpone
programs as needed. BCHF also reserves the right to invoice a school for meals or
other costs associated with registered personnel who do not attend.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Approaches to multi-cultural education
By Diana Martin, School Improvement Representative
The increased diversity in the United States dictates
that students need an in-depth understanding of the
multi-cultural history of the United States and the
current issues surrounding diversity. “In a society
that is diverse but not pluralistic, schools tend to
teach principally about the dominant group -- its
influence on the evolution of society, and its
literature, art and music” (Koppelman, 2017). This is
an accurate description of the curriculum in schools
and it indicates that instruction does not meet the
needs of the current generation of students sitting in
our classrooms each day listening to history
according to “middle class white man” norms. There
are two approaches to multi-cultural curriculum
reform that not only teach the
concepts but also allow students to
acquire skills: the transformation
approach and the social action
Educators
approach.

viewed as side issues which denotes a lack of
importance. The transformation approach focuses
on giving a holistic perspective on the development
of the country and the contribution of various
cultural groups. Combining the transformation
approach with the social action approach blends
cognitive skill with practical content.

The social action approach gives students an
opportunity to develop a project or action to
demonstrate their learning from the transformative
approach. The goal is to educate students for social
criticism and social change while learning decisionmaking skills. This approach gives students the
opportunity to question the legitimacy of
information, former and current
laws, and the manner in which
various cultures have been
must see the
assimilated into the American
culture. The transformation
value of teaching students
approach taught students to use
about the history of our
critical thought from diﬀerent
nation, and the impact
ethnic perspectives, which
becomes the foundation for the
and valuable
action as developed from the
contributions of a diverse
social action approach.

The transformation approach to
multi-cultural curriculum is built
on the notion of a curriculum
relevant to today’s students. This
approach engages students in
understanding facts about our
history from many, diverse
society.
perspectives in order to form their
own perspective on the topic. This
approach is very diﬀerent than
traditional “memorize what’s in the textbook”
approaches that do not question facts presented by
the authors. The transformation approach allows for
critical thinking and not memorization, one of its
strong components. Learning to think critically
about historic and current issues is a skill that
students will use throughout their lives. The goal
should be for students to view concepts and issues
from more than one perspective of the cultural,
ethnic, and racial groups that were most active in or
influenced by the concept or issue being studied. In
other words, students can “walk in the shoes” of the
individuals being studied, thus developing critical
thought and empathy. Cultural issues are embedded
in the curriculum with equal weight so they are not

The social action approach
teaches students to do right and
seek justice by freely sharing their
opinions and being involved in positive action. All of
these skills are needed to be a successful,
contributing member of American society. Students
often do not understand or remember material they
have simply read. But they do remember material
when required to take the information and turn it
into an action to benefit others. This approach also
gives the student a sense of purpose in making
positive contributions toward cultural issues.
Students learn better by combining doing with
thinking. In today’s world, there are many cultural
diversity issues that encourage students to step up,
take a stand, and protect and encourage individuals
of diverse backgrounds.
Continued on pg. 11
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Multi-cultural education — continued
Planning for multi-cultural curriculum reform involves
more than changing a textbook or programs. It requires
changing educator perspectives. Educators must see the
value of teaching students about the history of our
nation, and the impact and valuable contributions of a
diverse society. This perceptual shift must occur from
the teacher’s attitude to publishers’ view on presenting
factual information. To face a future of supporting
diversity requires acknowledging the past as it happened
-- not as we have been traditionally taught in school.
Reform in our approaches to multi-cultural education is
a very timely topic. There are four approaches to the
reform. However, two of the approaches -- the
contribution approach and the additive approach -- are
not examined here due to their limited capacity for
developing critical, deep thinking about concepts.

Two approaches have the potential to change the face of
multi-cultural education today: transformation and social
action. The combination of the two approaches builds
on truth with action, allowing students to learn the truth
and develop a project to spread the truth. Both
approaches teach skills that will be beneficial throughout
the student’s life: critical thinking; empathy for diverse
individuals; considering other viewpoints when making
decisions; questioning the status quo; to take action for
change; and, to seek truth. For many generations,
learners have been kept in the dark about diversity issues
from the founding of our nation to the present day. The
time is now to change the culture of the United States to
one of embracing the valuable diversity of our nation.
We need students who are taught to seek truth,
understand other ethnic perspectives, show empathy, and
then take action. The result will be well-educated young
people who can change the world as we know it.

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY HOPE FOUNDATION
3021 East Dublin-Granville Rd; Columbus OH 43231
(614) 942-2002

www.buckeyehope.org
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