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BCHF receives “effective”sponsor rating

Peggy Young,
Director
Jennifer Schorr,
Associate Director
OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) earned an overall
rating of “eﬀective” on the Ohio Department of Education’s (ODE)
2017-2018 sponsor evaluation, the results of which were recently
released.
BCHF scored the maximum four points in both the compliance and
quality practices components, earning “exemplary” and “meets
standards” respectively. BCHF earned one of
four points (“D” rating) for the school
academic performance component.
More than half of the 34 sponsors evaluated
received “eﬀective” ratings. Only one sponsor
– the Marion City School District – was rated
“poor.” No sponsors earned the highest
“exemplary” rating.

EFFECTIVE

As a result of implementation of the sponsor evaluation, the number
of sponsors has decreased significantly. For the 2015-2016 school year,
65 sponsors were assessed; in the following year, that number
decreased to 45.
“I’m proud of our team and pleased to have earned a summative
overall rating of “eﬀective,” said Peggy Young, director of BCHF’s
Education Division. “It’s a laborious process, and I’m grateful to our
staﬀ and our schools which dedicated significant resources to
providing the required documentation.”
“High-quality sponsors are the foundation for an eﬀective community
school system,” said Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo
DeMaria in a press release announcing the release of sponsor
evaluation results. “The sponsor evaluations are an important piece of
Ohio’s accountability system, driving continuous improvement and
helping to ensure Ohio’s families have quality school choice options.”

State Board approves long-term graduation
requirements proposal
INTERESTED IN
GROWING YOUR
OWN TESOL
TEACHERS?

The State Board of Education last month approved the
recommendations of its Achievement and Graduation Requirements
Committee for new high school graduation requirements for 2021
and beyond.

Buckeye Community Hope
Foundation has the
opportunity to partner with
Otterbein University in offering
the series of coursework
needed to obtained TESOL —
Teaching English to Speakers
of Other Languages —
endorsement.

The proposed approach would
require students to demonstrate
competency in English, math, and
technology knowledge and skills
using various options, including
traditional tests, classes, grades,
experiences, existing high school
programming and other
demonstrations of learning.

The credit hour cost is a
reduced rate of $200, with the
entire cost of the endorsement
totaling about $3,000. This is
less than the cost of two
graduate courses at most
universities.

Students also would have the
opportunity to demonstrate
competency in well-rounded content
through similar test based and non-test based options or through a
culminating student experience, which would allow a student to
focus on particular interests and aspirations and make connections
among ideas and concepts.

BCHF is currently collecting
emails of interest to see if there
are sufficient numbers for this
partnership.

The plan also promotes student cultivation and demonstration of
leadership and reasoning skills and social-emotional learning skills in
ways established by local district policy.

If you wish further information,
or have an interested teacher,
please contact Dr. Beverly
Good at
bgood@buckeyehope.org.

As previously reported, the State Board recommended to the
General Assembly that the flexible graduation requirements put in
place for the class of 2018 be extended, but no legislative action has
been taken.
Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering), who serves as an ex-oﬃcio member
of the State Board, oﬀered assurance that “it is the intention of the
Senate” to pass legislation allowing for alternative pathways to
graduation for the classes of 2019, 2020 and, possibly, 2021.
“We’ll probably be adding it on to a House bill that’s already passed,”
she said, suggesting that H.B. 477, which calls for elimination of
outdated education-related laws, may be the vehicle.
She said it’s unlikely that the Senate will consider the board’s longterm recommendations before next year.
“At this point, it is our intention to introduce the new
recommendation next year in time for the budget,” Lehner said.
“There’s still some details that need to be worked out on that.”
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LICENSURE
RENEWAL WINDOW
OPEN
The Ohio Department of
Education’s (ODE) online
application system is open for
teacher licensure renewal
applications.
Teachers whose licenses expire
June 30, 2019 can avoid the
rush by submitting their
applications early, so long as
renewal requirements have
been met.
ODE has an updated, easier-touse Connected Ohio Records
for Educators (CORE)
application system.
Educators can log into their
SAFE accounts to access CORE.
Learn more at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/
Nov-19-2018/Renew-earlyLicensure-renewal-windowopen

State Board supports dashboard approach
to report cards
At the request of Rep. Mike Duﬀey (R-Worthington), the State Board
of Education’s Report Card Stakeholder Workgroup reviewed H.B.
591 – legislation aimed at replacing Ohio’s A-F state report cards with
one that features a dashboard of school and
district performance data.
Although the workgroup did not endorse
the bill, it did express support for adding to
its recommendations adoption of a
dashboard of data compliant with the
federal Every Student Succeeds Act.
The workgroup’s recommendations will be
considered by the Accountability &
Continuous Improvement Committee
before being considered by the full board. Ultimately, responsibility
for overhauling state report cards lies with the legislature, which will
likely consider the State Board’s recommendations.
“This conversation doesn’t end,” said board Vice President Nancy
Hollister. “It continues.”
Duﬀey, who introduced the bill earlier this year, viewed his work in
drafting H.B. 591 as an important step toward overhauling state
report cards with no expectation that it would be approved by the
General Assembly before year end. His stated intent was to reach
broad consensus on most of the issues under consideration, leaving
the tougher issues to be addressed by the new governor and the next
General Assembly.

Legislative committee considers new approach to
e-school funding
The newly created Joint Committee to Study E-School Funding and
Operator Accounting Categories -- established through legislation
(S.B. 216) passed by the General Assembly in June -- held its first
meeting last month.
Co-chaired by Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) and Rep. Bob Cupp
(R-Lima), the committee is tasked with considering a payment system
for e-schools “based on student competency” to replace the current
system, which is based on student enrollment and participation.
Representatives of the State Auditor’s oﬃce presented Auditor Dave
Yost’s recommendation to base state payments to online schools on a
“competency or learning based model” – a hybrid approach that
Continued on pg. 4
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e-school funding — continued

OHIO’S ACT, SAT
SCORES DOWN
ACT recently released a report
revealing that the national
average composite score for the
class of 2018 dropped slightly
from 21 in the previous year to
20.8, with Ohio scores falling
from 22 to 20.3 in the first year
in which all high school juniors
were required to take the ACT or
SAT.
Only 40 percent of students
taking the assessment met the
College Readiness Benchmark –
an indication of students’ likely
ability to successfully complete a
first-year math course. Only 35
percent of Ohio test takers met
that benchmark.
Release of SAT performance
data also showed a dip in Ohio,
with mean scores of 547 in math
and 552 in evidence-based
reading and writing (ERW) for a
total of 1,099, compared to
1,149 last year. Ohio’s SAT
scores were above the national
mean scores of 531 in math and
536 in ERW, and a total of 1,068.
Ohio’s participation rates
increased significantly over last
year – from about 92,700 to
127,400 for the ACT (37
percent), and from about 14,550
to 23,000 (58 percent) for the
SAT.

would allow for funding based on performance, while still providing
funds to support e-schools’ fixed costs.
Committee members were also briefed on Yost’s recommendation to
expand financial reporting requirements for charter school
management companies “to increase transparency, compliance and
accountability in our community schools.”
Under current law, operator
reporting requirements are in
place for entities that receive 20
percent or more of charter
schools’ annual gross revenues.
Yost recommends clarifying
which management companies
would be required to report
proposed expanded spending
information. The legislature has
considered expanding operator reporting requirements to include:
communications; advertising; food; books, magazines and films;
overhead; in-kind donations; lobbying; accounting; legal services;
and, information technology.
The committee is expected to meet every two weeks, with its work
extending into 2019, despite the fact that the deadline created in
S.B. 216 was Nov. 15, 2018.

Literacy Nights engage parents, students
Like many elementary schools, Horizon Science Academy (HSA)
Elementary in Columbus includes improving student literacy among
its academic goals. Beyond the state’s accountability system,
including a special focus on K-3
literacy, improving students’ reading
skills is a high priority at the school
given the unique population its
serves, with more than 40 percent of
students learning English as a second
language (ESL).
“Last year, we created a plan to
support our literacy goals,” explained
the school’s principal, Jessica Shoaf.
“One of the initiatives is hosting
Literacy Night events to engage
students and their parents.”
Continued on pg. 5

BCHF Sponsor Update — Dec. 2018
4

Literacy Nights — continued

WELL DONE, YOUNG
PHILANTHROPISTS!

The school’s plan calls for monthly Literacy Nights – two school-wide
events (one in the Fall and another in the Spring), and grade-level
specific events throughout the year.

Horizon Science Academy (HSA)
Youngstown students wore pink
in recognition of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and raised
$400 to donate to breast cancer
research at the school’s recent
Pink-Out Friday event.

Response to the first two events held this school year has been
impressive, with about 140 students and 100 parents participating in
the most recent Literacy Night.

The school’s cheerleaders
supported the campaign, and
participated in the 18th annual
Zeta Tau Alpha Pink Ribbon
Cheer Classic at Youngstown
State University, taking home
third-place honors.
Established in 2001, the annual
event is a cheer and dance
exhibition that has raised more
than $1 million for Zeta Tau
Alpha’s Philanthropy: breast
cancer awareness, research and
education. The 2018 event
raised more than $86,000.

It’s a simple, but eﬀective, formula for engaging students and parents:
a teacher reads a book to the entire group, then all participants are
invited to take part in fun activities linked to the story.
The first event of the year featured Rosie Revere, Engineer – a best
selling book that tells the story of Rosie, a shy but creative and bright
young girl who dreams of becoming an engineer. But she must first
learn to celebrate failure in pursuing her passion with persistence.
Students and their parents heard Rosie’s story before designing hats
made from tin foil, making boats out of cheese, and creating
airplanes from tree seeds.
The second event for all the school’s second- through fifth-grade
students featured the bestseller, Ada Twist, Scientist. Parents and
students enjoyed the story of the endlessly curious Ada, who learns
the value of thinking her way through problems when her
experiments don’t go as planned.
In addition to fun activities planned by Shoaf and her team (including
making slime, which was a big hit!), representatives of Columbus
Metropolitan Library were on hand to sign students and parents up
for library cards. The school provided information on Title I support
services available to students, and a tutoring vendor promoted its
services.
“We stress the importance of making sure students read at home,”
Shoaf said. “And we teach parents to ask their kids questions about
the books they’re reading. Because we want to make sure students
have access to books at home, we provide each student with a free
book – which they’re really excited about – at our grade-specific
Literacy Nights.”
Although the primary purpose of the events is to support student
literacy, parents of the school’s many ESL students benefit, as well.
Literacy Nights represent a unique opportunity for the parents of
ESL students to engage in an important educational activity that may
also serve to improve their mastery of the English language.
“We’re pleased with the turnout for our first two events and expect
participation to increase over time,” Shoaf said. “The combination of
inspiring stories, fun activities and creative snacks seems to be a
winning formula!”
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Girls volleyball team takes home tourney trophy
PRESIDENTIAL
AWARD PROGRAM
ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS
The National Science
Foundation is now accepting
nominations and applications
for the Presidential Awards for
Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (PAEMST)
program. The award is the
highest honor bestowed by
the U.S. government
specifically for the teaching of
grades seven through 12
science, technology,
engineering, mathematics and
computer science courses.
Principals, teachers, parents,
students and members of the
community can nominate
exceptional teachers from
those fields who are teaching
grades seven through 12 in
the 2018-2019 school year.
Teachers may also apply
directly at paemst.org.
The nomination deadline is
March 1, 2019; the application
deadline is May 1, 2019.
Learn more at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/
Nov-13-2018/Presidentialaward-program-formathematics-and-sci

L. Hollingworth School for the Talented and Gifted recently hosted
the Ohio Community Athletic Conference girls’ volleyball
tournament -- which one of its teams won!
The event not only served to bring
members of the community into
the school and showcase the
talents of girls representing eight
charter schools, but the
tournament was also featured on
Buckeye Broadband television’s
Sports Nightly program.
“It (the tournament) gives the
opportunity to girls that go to
charter schools to play athletics on
a more competitive level,” said
Hollingworth Athletic Director Greg Radwan. “These girls have
worked so hard throughout the year to get better and this is a final
showcase of their skills.”
The entire school celebrated the Hollingworth team’s big win – a real
morale booster and source of pride.
Hollingworth’s gym – with its recently updated floor -- allows the
school’s students to participate in volleyball, basketball and soccer.
Food was sold at concession stands during the tournament, earning
funds to help support the school’s athletic programs.
Congratulations to Radwan, volleyball coaches Zosia Thomas and
Shonda Ritterspach, the girls who competed in the tournament and
the entire school! Way to go Patriots!

STEAM Festival celebrates student projects
Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Lorain recently hosted its first
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math (STEAM) Festival,
which featured interactive experiments by the school’s kindergarten
through twelfth-grade students.
The school’s Rocket Club kicked oﬀ the event with a countdown and
rocket launch, sending a rocket more than 800 feet in the air.
Students’ projects – including robotics -- were on display throughout
the school cafeteria and gymnasium.
“If you just look briefly around the room, once you get inside the
gym and see how excited these kids get when they are doing these
kinds of projects, this is something that can change the trajectory
Continued on pg. 7
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STEAM Festival — continued

NEW YEAR’S
RESOLUTION:
SHARE YOUR
STORIES!
There are countless untold
success stories within Ohio’s
charter school community and
the Buckeye Community Hope
Foundation family of schools —
from outstanding student
achievement and personal
growth, to unique ways in
which parents, boards,
teachers, administrators and
others are providing
meaningful student support.
Have a story to share? Contact
your school’s regional
representative or send an
email to:
cwest@buckeyehope.org

of their life by doing a simple project at such a young age,” said
Assistant Principal Jayson Bendik.
Planning for the event was spearheaded
by environmental science and chemistry
teacher Hasan Savas – a three-time
Governor’s Award recipient – and
biology teacher Elif Polat, who kept a
laser focus on the school’s mission to
prepare students to succeed in college
and the world by oﬀering high-quality,
college-prep, STEAM education.
“The kindergarten class that’s going to
come in right now, the jobs that are going to exist in the next ten to
15 years aren’t even available or created yet,” Bendik said. “Think
about that.”
The event was featured in the local newspaper, The Morning Journal.

Robotics team continues tradition of success
Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Youngstown’s robotics team – the
Young Hawks – recently competed in the Brookside Thanksgiving
VEX IQ Next Level Qualifier,
earning first and second place for
teamwork and first place for driving
skills and programming.
In addition to taking home two
trophies – the Teamwork Champion
Award and the Robot Skills
Champion Award -- three of the four
HSA Youngstown teams qualified to
compete in the VEX IQ State
Championship in February.
The VEX IQ Challenge, hosted by the Robotics Education &
Competition Foundation, provides elementary and middle school
students with exciting, open-ended robotics and research project
challenges that enhance their science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) skills through hands-on, student-centered
learning.
The competition consists of two parts: Robotics Skills, which is a
single robot trying to score as many points as possible, and the
Teamwork Challenges, where two robots attempt to work together
to complete one task.
Congrats to all!
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COMPLIANCE
UPDATE
BCHF board training site
Buckeye Community Hope
Foundation’s new and approved
board training website was
available shortly after the
Thanksgiving holiday. Board
training is a two-hour annual
requirement for existing board
members. Please be aware the
deadline is December 31. If you
have any questions, please
contact your school compliance
representative or Anita McCarty
at amccarty@buckeyehope.org.
Compliance progress reports
Compliance progress reports
were generated on November
30 and reflect schools’ progress
on compliance items due
through October 31. The
reports will be reviewed at
December board meetings
during the sponsor update, or
emailed to boards that do not
meet in December.

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
As we enter into this busy holiday season and of course wintry
Ohio weather, please remember that professional development
can help refocus your energies on school improvement during this
very busy time. Please consider joining BCHF for a session that
meets your needs!
Math Instruction that Promotes Social Emotional
Learning (K-5) – December 5, Cleveland
This workshop looks at a cycle of visualization, play and
investigation to teach the Big Ideas in elementary mathematics.
The instructional strategies are specifically designed to support
social emotional learning, as well as promote deep understanding
of the most important mathematical concepts in the standards.
Example activities will be from the third- and fifth-grade
standards. This workshop will provide useful information and
strategies for elementary math teachers, instructional coaches,
Title 1 math teachers and other support personnel. The workshop
is scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided.
Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41091/math-instructionthatsupports-sel
Effective Classroom Assessments – Offered regionally!
This seminar will focus on building assessments at various
knowledge (DOK) levels, as well as interpreting assessment
information. Eﬀective classroom assessments align to standards,
use multiple measures, and ensure meaningful feedback to
students. In addition, assessments must align to the level of
reasoning needed to master the standard. This seminar, scheduled
for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided, will be especially useful
to classroom teachers, instructional coaches, BLT members, and
data coaches. Register for the session nearest to you:
Columbus - December 12
https://register.eventarc.com/41044/eﬀectiveclassroomassessmentscolumbus
Cleveland: December 13
https://register.eventarc.com/41043/eﬀective-classroomassessmentscleveland
Differentiating Instruction through Choice Menus –
Offered regionally!
Looking for a new way to diﬀerentiate? Students at varying levels
of content mastery benefit from having voice and choice in their
learning. This is an important way to teach to the whole child
without having students feel that they are assigned to a “low” or
Continued on pg. 9
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UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued

BEST
WISHES
FOR A
SAFE &
HAPPY
HOLIDAY
SEASON
From the
Buckeye
Community
Hope
Foundation
Education
Division Team

Differentiating Instruction — continued
“high” group. This workshop will demonstrate how choice menus
can be used in all academic subject areas and how students can be
held accountable for learning standards through projects guided
by choice menus. This session is especially applicable to
instructional coaches, K-12 teachers and school leaders. The
sessions are scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided.
Register for the session nearest you:
Columbus – January 16
https://register.eventarc.com/41094-diﬀerentiating-instructionthrough-choice-menus-columbus
Cleveland: January 17
https://register.eventarc.com/41093/diﬀerentiating-instructionthrough-choice-menus-cleveland
Winter English Learner Network Meeting – January 17,
Columbus
This meeting will continue the network of support for teachers of
English learners. The agenda will include EMIS questions, items
from the Ohio TESOL Conference, monitoring exited students,
and other issues that arise. Following the morning networking
meeting, participants will revisit the writing plans that were part
of the September meeting. The meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. with lunch provided.
Register at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41820/winter-english-learnernetwork-meeting
Important information about PD sessions offered by BCHF
Inclement weather - While BCHF values professional development, it
values your safety even more. If schools are cancelled in the city in which
a workshop is oﬀered, the workshop will also be cancelled, and BCHF will
attempt to reschedule for a later date. Watch your email for important
notifications, as BCHF will notify all registered participants by email in
the event of a cancellation.
Email settings – Don’t let reminders go to your spam! Remember to make
eventarc a trusted site in your email in order to receive confirmations and
email updates on BCHF workshops. Upon registering for an event, you
will receive specific location information.
Trouble registering? - Please email Dr. Carol Young at
cyoung@buckeyehope.org if you have any diﬃculty registering. Please
include names and email addresses of all registrants in the text of your
message.
Workshop Oﬀerings and Registration - BCHF provides all workshops and
seminars without cost to personnel from its sponsored schools. However,
a minimum number of registrants may be required in order for a seminar
to proceed and BCHF reserves the right to cancel or postpone programs
due to low enrollment. BCHF also reserves the right to invoice a school
for meals or other costs associated with registrants who fail to attend.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
BCHF student refugees, teachers engage
By Bev Good, Ph.D., ESL Consultant
A Refugee Youth Roundtable Discussion
On Sept. 25, Welcoming America, a non-profit,
national network with initiatives to make cities
welcoming to immigrants and refugees, held one of
two Refugee Youth Roundtable Discussions in the
United States. Teachers, parents and refugee youth
from Franklin County were invited. Refugee youth
were selected by schools on the basis of leadership
qualities and willingness to share their stories which
would, in turn, drive the conversation. By sharing
stories of coming to a welcoming city, the end
product would be a plan to help refugee youth
integrate and to make the refugee experience less
stressful for others.
The Roundtable was organized by the New
American Advisory Council (NAAC) through the
oﬃce of Commissioner Kevin Boyce. Other
sponsors included Welcoming America, Us Together,
Community Refugee and Immigration Services
(CRIS), Ohio Asian American Health Coalition,
Asian American Community Services, Ohio Latino
Aﬀairs Commission, Belle Harbour, Ohio History
Connection, Columbus Metropolitan Library, and a
variety of cultural organizations.
The Roundtable goals included:
✦

✦
✦

Developing a better understanding of the
challenges and opportunities facing refugee youth
in Columbus;
Uplifting youth voices and providing a leadership
opportunity; and,
Beginning to develop an action plan for youth
engagement and integration.

The event was held at the Ohio History Connection
(OHC). Upon entry to the cavernous historical
museum, guests were directed to the Plaza level
where festive round tables, with seating for seven
each, awaited. At each seat were writing materials
and swag bags of shirts, caps, snacks and an
assortment of flyers. A continental breakfast was
provided, and promptly at 9:30, the event
commenced with a welcome and introductory

activity followed by table discussions. Table
assignments were intentional with a combination of
refugee youth, table facilitators, teachers and
interested cultural representatives.
Facilitators, who were themselves refugees or
students in the U.S. on education visas, posed
questions based on three themes:
✦
✦
✦

Round 1: Living in the Columbus area;
Round 2: Health and well-being; and,
Round 3: Toward a brighter future

Following the discussions, participants continued
conversations during a working lunch. When
participants reconvened, conversations from the
morning were shared and emerging issues were
posted for all to consider.
Introduction to BCHF students and teachers
BCHF reached out to schools in Franklin County
that enrolled English learners in grades eight
through 12. Focus North High School, Horizon
Science Academy Middle School and Great Western
Academy registered eight students and three
teachers for the Roundtable event. BCHF also
followed up with those who participated to learn
how they perceived the experience.
Horizon Science Academy Middle School Columbus
Haneen has lived in several Turkish cities, but she is
from Iraq. She is a soft-spoken middle school
student who has memories of her old school,
specifically third grade when she was eight years old.
One diﬀerence between her old school and her new
school is in the teachers. Haneen thinks about the
people back home in Iraq. They are poor, but they
are not refugees. They have not left their home
country. Haneed felt that it was helpful to talk
about Columbus and what makes Ohio’s capital city
feel like home. She has been in Columbus for four
years, and she began to feel at home in her adopted
city two years ago. She noticed that people in
Columbus are eager to help and she is grateful for
that, but she and her family like to be independent.
Continued on pg. 11
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Refugees — continued
Haneed enjoyed the table discussions. She spoke
from her heart and shared her stories with others at
the table and at the end of the day, she let her
parents know that the event was “easy and fun.”
Middle school student Mohamed, a proud Somali,
anticipated the Roundtable as an opportunity to
meet with new
students. He was eager
to attend and learn. He
liked the discussions
about the home
countries of others in
the group and remarked
on the diﬀerences
between his home
country and the U.S.
Mohamed shared his Roundtable experience with
his brother and would like to stay involved in the
eﬀort.
Focus North High School
Martha, from Sierra Leone, and Ayub, from
Afghanistan, noted barriers for refugees that must
be overcome, such as
the lack of childcare
and learning a new
language. While
acknowledging barriers,
Ayub moves ahead with
his school work and
plans for his own
business some day.
Ayub’s “take-away”
from the Roundtable
was the wealth of
resources that are available to help an enterprising
young man start a business.
Martha wasn’t expecting everyone at the
Roundtable to be so nice. She was nervous, but
once she joined the conversation, her nervousness
melted away. Martha thought the food was
awesome and found some useful resources, as well.
Asked about what they would change about
Columbus, students agreed – the weather!
Great Western Academy
Four Great Western Academy students, who are
children of refugees, registered for the Roundtable
event. However, their plans were derailed by
transportation issues. Nonetheless, sixth grade

teacher, Marcie Pitts,
collaborated with ESL
teacher, Jennifer Coty, to
provide a refugee event at
school. Pitt’s sixth graders
are reading Refugee, which
describes the stories of
refugees from Germany,
Cuba and Syria. Teachers
arranged for students to
learn more about the plight
of refugees during a discussion with BCHF ESL
Consultant Dr. Bev Good, and the children of
refugees who were planning to attend the Refugee
Youth Roundtable.
BCHF Teachers’ Roundtable Experiences
As he anticipated the Roundtable event, Horizon
Science Academy Middle School Columbus’ Alan
Iacobucci was thinking about the plight of refugees.
He wondered what it was like for a student to
transition from school in their home country to a
U.S. school. He wondered which of his students
would be interested in attending this event.
A variety of issues were discussed at the Roundtable,
and Iacobucci suggested that the generalized snapshot of refugees lacked detail. He would like to have
heard each refugee’s story, recalling stories from his
own family, who entered the U.S. as refugees decades
ago. He also would have liked more refugee
students to have attended the event.
Kaleena Gross, from Focus North High School,
liked the small table conversation about family,
education and support. She agreed with the
comments of her students and hopes that more
opportunities like this will be provided.
Jennifer Coty, Great Western Academy teacher,
enjoyed and appreciated the opportunity to talk and
share stories and experiences at the Roundtable, and
was disappointed that her students were unable to
join her.
Next steps
Volunteers from the Refugee Youth Roundtable
reconvened on October 9 to continue discussions.
The group plans to map existing resources for
youth, creating more welcoming neighborhoods for
families, and continuing eﬀorts to hear from and
involve youth by holding additional opportunities
Continued on pg. 12
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Refugees — continued
for discussions in schools and other places that are
accessible to youth.
There was also an emphasis on expanding the focus to
take pressure oﬀ of overstretched schools and involve
the rest of the community, including social service
providers, mental health
professionals, and faith
communities.
In order to put these ideas
into action, the New
American Advisory Council
has formed a Youth Working
Committee, which will lead
the way in turning the
findings from the Youth
Roundtable into a countywide action plan. This

committee is intended to be an avenue for consistent,
sustained work toward a community action plan for
youth integration.
While NAAC members are coordinating the
committee, community input is the key to its success
and we want your
continued involvement as
a participant in the
original Youth Roundtable
event.
For more details on the
Youth Committee and
how you can participate,
please contact Ebony
Caldwell:
ecaldwell@ustogether.us.

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY HOPE FOUNDATION
3021 East Dublin-Granville Rd; Columbus OH 43231
(614) 942-2002

www.buckeyehope.org
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