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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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House, Senate pass two key education bills before
summer recess
The Ohio Senate and House of Representatives made the passage of
two key bills – H.B. 87 and S.B. 216 – a priority on their last day in
session before the General Assembly’s summer recess.
House Bill 87 became the legislative vehicle for swift changes
impacting e-schools as proposed in other legislation (H.B. 707 –
introduced in June). The bill was originally written to provide
guidance to the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) for crediting
funds returned to the state as the result of the Auditor of State’s
charter school findings for recovery. Under the new law, ODE must
credit the returned funds to the public school district’s state
education aid from which the money was originally deducted.
The bill was expanded to address issues of concern raised as a result of
the mid-year closure of the Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow
(ECOT). Under the provisions of H.B. 87, the superintendent of
public instruction is charged with establishing standards for learning
management software to be used by e-schools.
The legislation also provides protection for schools and districts
whose enrollments increased significantly (20 percent or more) with
displaced students, with limited exception (including closure for
charter schools whose scores would subject it to closure under current
law if the scores of the displaced students were removed from the
calculations).
House Bill 87 also specifies that ODE and the Auditor of State, in
their joint roles, may not require districts or schools to submit fiveyear forecast projections prior to November 30 of any fiscal year.
Continued on pg. 2

Education bills — continued

FUTURE
GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS
UNCERTAIN
It appears that students,
parents, teachers and school
administrators will likely begin
the 2018-2019 school year
without being certain of the
standards seniors must meet to
be eligible to earn a diploma.
As previously reported, the
State Board of Education
recommends extending the
expanded criteria put in place
for 2018 graduates for two
additional years. However,
several key legislators have
voiced concern regarding the
proposed extension.
In the meantime, Superintendent Paolo DeMaria’s
Advisory Committee for High
School Graduation
Requirements remains focused
on appropriate requirements
for the class of 2021 and
beyond. The committee is
expected to meet on a monthly
basis and be prepared to make
a recommendation by the end
of September.

Both chambers of the Ohio General Assembly also approved S.B.
216, formally entitled the “Ohio Public School Deregulation Act.” As
previously reported, the bill addresses a wide range of issues,
including teacher evaluations, education licensure, state achievement
assessments, College Credit Plus and reporting of student
performance data on state report cards.
Charter-specific provisions of S.B. 216 include: clarification that the
terms “operator” and “management company” are synonymous;
reducing from 105 to 72 the number of consecutive hours of
learning opportunities a charter school student must fail to
participate in before being automatically withdrawn from
the school; and, creating a legislative committee to study and report
recommendations on a competency-based payment structure for eschools and the categories of expenses for which operators must
provide a detailed accounting under current law.

Congressional hearing focuses on charter
schools
Republicans and Democrats in Congress may diﬀer in their
overall support of charter schools, but a recent
somewhat tense hearing revealed a universal
belief that greater accountability and better
authorizing of charter schools should be a
high priority.
In his testimony before the House
Education and Workforce Committee,
National Association of Charter School
Authorizers (NACSA) President Greg
Richmond noted that charter schools are
one way, but not the only way, to give more kids
access to great schools. More importantly, he said, students who
have traditionally been underserved are benefiting, with studies
showing that Black, Hispanic, low-income and special education
students attending charter schools all show positive gains in math
and reading compared to their peers at traditional schools.
He stressed several key points about which there are misperceptions:
✦Charter schools administer the same standardized tests as all other
public schools;
✦They must comply with all federal laws on special education and
non-discrimination;
✦They must conduct annual audits of their finances;
✦In most states, they are subject to the same public information and
transparency laws as any other public body;
Continued on pg. 3
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Congressional hearing — continued

CONSTELLATION
MAKES TOP WORK
PLACES LIST
Congratulations to
Constellation Schools for being
named among the top work
places in Northeast Ohio by The
Cleveland Plain Dealer and
Energage.
Honorees were selected based
on employee nominations and
surveys. With a theme of
“Biggest Winner,” the
competition recognized 150
companies in three divisions.
More than 1,400 companies
employing nearly 130,800
people were invited to
participate, with 247 surveyed.
“This achievement is a
significant accomplishment,”
said Constellation Schools
Executive Director Rebecca
Keeney. “It cannot be bought; it
must be earned. Top Work
Places is a highly coveted and
competitive program. We have
always valued the importance
and welfare of our team
members and the
organizational health of
Constellation Schools.”

✦
✦

They can lose their charter if they perform poorly;
And perhaps the most important form of accountability, a charter
school can only exist if parents choose to send their children to it.

He told lawmakers that where there are significant problems with
charter school accountability, the root of the problem is usually poor
authorizing.
“The problem is that we don’t have good authorizing everywhere,”
Richmond said. “We have a Goldilocks situation: Some authorizers
are doing too much, some are doing too little, and some are getting it
just right.”
“Almost every issue that’s brought up here today on accountability,
discrimination, financial transparency, goes back to how are these
schools being approved in the first place and how are they being
overseen … It goes back to those authorizing bodies,” he said.

State Board addresses strategic plan, DOR rules;
delays action on third-grade reading benchmark
At its June meeting, the State Board of Education voted to adopt the
recently developed five-year strategic plan for education beginning
with the 2019-2020 school year.
A key feature of the plan are three “core principles” of equity,
partnerships, and quality schools aimed at promoting continued
education (beyond high school), earning a living wage or serving in the
military within a year of graduation.
The State Board also approved stricter administrative rules for
dropout prevention and recovery (DOR) school report cards and an
increase in the percentage of students required to participate in DOR
programs (see June issue of BCHF Sponsor Update for details).
The Achievement and Graduation Requirements Committee of the
State Board considered raising the bar on the Third Grade Reading
Guarantee score to designate student proficiency. Although state law
requires increased target scores over time, the committee was unable
to reach consensus on the proposal to raise the proficient score from
the current 672, to 677 for the 2018-2019 school year.
The committee was expected to vote on the recommendation at its
June meeting, placing the issue on the voting agenda for the full State
Board in July. Laura Kohler, an at-large board member who chairs the
committee, suggested that the board should take a broader look at
“how we’re going to get to (a score of) 700” – as required by state law
– and how long it will take to do so. She said committee members
who do not support the proposed increase to 677 must provide ODE
staﬀ with a rationale for a diﬀerent proposal.
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House Bill 21 clears Ohio House, Senate
SAFER SCHOOLS
PROMOTES USEFUL
RESOURCES
To assist schools and community
organizations in locating local
mental and behavioral health
treatment providers, the Ohio
Mental Health Network for
School Success developed the
online School and Community
Continuum of Services Map.
This useful online tool is an
interactive county-by-county
map that lists agencies that
provide mental health and
behavioral health services, and
includes agency contact
information, links to a map and
directions to the facility, and
highlights the prevention,
intervention and treatment
services provided by each
agency.
Access the map online at:
http://
continuum.oberlinkconsulting.c
om/index.php?
country=US&state=OH

Legislation requiring charter schools – rather than districts – to
verify the resident school district of its students annually and upon
enrollment has been approved by the Ohio House and Senate, and
sent to the Governor.
Under the new law, charter schools must
conduct monthly reviews of student
residency records and adopt policies that
prescribe the number of documents
needed to initially verify a student’s
residency and the information needed
for annual verification.
Districts are granted the right to review
a charter school’s residency records and
enrollment verifications.
Additionally, contracts between sponsors
and charter school boards must include policies regarding changes in
residence and address verification.
Another key provision requires the Ohio Department of Education
to post on its website the framework for the sponsor evaluation
system and solicit public comment for 30 consecutive days.

Students excel at International Genius Olympiad
High school students from Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Lorain
recently competed for top prizes at the International Genius
Olympiad in New York.
Genius Olympiad provides
challenges and opportunities
for secondary school students,
instilling the skills and
knowledge needed to be the
citizens, leaders, scientists,
artists, writers, engineers, and
policy makers of the future –
agents who will promote and
contribute to greater
environmental sustainability
throughout their lives.
HSA Lorain students traveled to the State University of New York
at Oswego campus to compete with 1,200 students from all over the
world. Two earned silver medals, one earned a bronze, and two
earned honorable mention.
Congrats to all!
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Graduation a special event for DOR and 22+ students
AG PROVIDES
SCHOOL SAFETY
RESOURCES
Attorney General Mike DeWine
is providing new resources
aimed at enhancing school
safety.
Ten two- to three-minute active
response videos – designed to
supplement existing school
training -- are available, along
with a companion workbook,
online at: https://
www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
schoolsafety. Fifteen additional
videos are currently in
production.
The Bureau of Criminal
Investigation’s six drones are
also available to capture exterior
photographs of school buildings
to supplement schools’
emergency management plans.
Requests for photographs can
be made by calling 855-BCIOHIO.
“Although the attorney general’s
office does not have oversight
or authority over Ohio schools, I
have always believed that it is
important to use the resources
of this office in any way we can
to help Ohio’s kids,” DeWine
said.

Every graduation is special, but the recent ceremony hosted by The
Academy for Urban Scholars (AUS) Columbus was unique in that
among the dropout recovery school’s 137 graduates were 13 who
earned their diplomas through a state program designed for
individuals 22 years or older.
Held at East High School, the event attracted 1,400 attendees
celebrating a landmark event in students’ lives.
“It was amazing,” said Kristen Muenster,
who serves as the school’s director of
curriculum and instruction, and
spearheaded AUS’s involvement in the 22+
diploma program. “The line of attendees
wrapped around the entire building.”
One of the graduates invited to speak at
the ceremony, Tonya Toms, shared her
personal story and two life lessons learned
through experience: you can’t cut corners
when it comes to education; and, it’s never
too late to change your path. As a
volunteer at a local elementary school, Toms was oﬀered a job … one
she was ultimately unable to accept because she lacked the required
high school diploma. But, at 49 years of age, she accomplished just
that!
Each student’s story is unique … from a young man who immigrated
to the U.S. from Somalia who aged out of secondary education
funding at 22, to a man with no parents, no positive role models and
periods of incarceration who knew he had more to oﬀer than was
possible in his various janitorial jobs.
According to Muenster, many students learn about the opportunities
AUS provides through word of mouth. The 22+ program is also
promoted on the Ohio Department of Education’s website, and AUS
uses Facebook to reach potential students the school is eager to
serve.
“The Monday after graduation my phone rang oﬀ the hook,”
Muenster said. “The graduation ceremony not only celebrated the
accomplishments of 137 students, but also served to motivate others
to improve their lives through education and earning a high school
diploma.”
“It was humbling and exciting to meet graduates’ families and
significant others,” she continued. “We provide each student with
two flowers they give to others who have supported their eﬀorts … I
was so touched and honored to be among those to receive flowers
from students on graduation day.”
Continued on pg. 6
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Graduation — continued

STATE AGENCY
WARNS: DON’T
HIRE UNLICENSED
SECURITY
School safety is top-of-mind as
school shootings have become
almost commonplace. As a
result, an increasing number of
districts and boards are now
considering the use of private
security personnel to make their
buildings safer. Against that
backdrop, the Ohio Department
of Public Safety warns against
hiring unlicensed companies,
noting that Ohio law requires
security guard companies to be
licensed and guards registered.
Licensure ensures that
companies meet state
requirements and are insured,
and that all employees have
passed criminal background
checks.
Schools can locate or verify
licensed security guard
companies through the
Department’s Private
Investigator Security Guard
Services (PISGS) website -http://www.pisgs.ohio.gov/
-- by clicking on “Search for
Licensed Providers” under
“Quick Links.”

For some of the graduates, like Toms, the goal is to pursue a better,
more rewarding job now that they have the required diploma. For
others – like the 75 students who have already been accepted into a
college or university – continued education represents the path
before them.
In addition to their coveted diplomas, each student leaves AUS
career- or college-ready and with a resume in hand thanks to the
National Center for Urban Solutions, which manages the school and
provides AUS students with twice-a-week work-readiness services.
Like traditional high school students throughout Ohio, AUS
graduates proudly displayed congratulatory yard signs -- provided by
AUS in acknowledgement of their life-changing accomplishments!

Ohio teacher honored by Concept Schools
Congratulations to Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Elementary’s
Jillian Jarvis who recently was honored by Concept Schools with the
K-5 Teacher of the Year Award.
As part of its ongoing eﬀorts to improve
teaching and learning, Concept Schools
uses the Teacher of the Year Award
recognition program to honor, promote
and encourage outstanding teachers
among its schools.
Administrators, teachers, parents and
students nominate teachers based on key
criteria including:
✦ Exceptional dedication, knowledge
and skills;
✦ Inspiring students of all backgrounds;
✦ Earning the respect and admiration of students, parents and
colleagues;
✦ Playing an active and useful role in the community and the school;
✦ Poised, articulate and possessing excellent communications skills;
and,
✦ Using technology as a tool for learning, communication and
collaboration.
Jarvis and Concept’s other honorees were among 163 teachers (of
Concept’s 1,200) nominated from 31 schools in seven states. They
each receive $1,000 and will serve as role models in Concept’s
network of schools and the greater charter school community.
Congratulations!
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School celebrates “Day of the Children”
STUDENTS
PRESENTING
GRADE FOUR
REPORT CARD
VISIT OHIO STATE
FAIR FREE

Toledo SMART Elementary School teachers, staﬀ, board members
and community stakeholders recently celebrated Dia del Nino – Day
of the Children -- with students and their families.

Any Ohio students who
completed grade four during
the 2017-2018 school year can
present their final grade cards or
homeschool forms at the gate
for one day of free admission to
the Ohio State Fair, July 25 to
August 5. The free admission
includes the student and a
chaperone.

Hosted near the end of the school
year, the celebration brings the
community together and provides a
unique opportunity to showcase the
school, which oﬀers a challenging
individual learning path filled with
academic growth and character
development within a SpanishEnglish, bilingual curriculum format.

Students can visit the hands-on,
interactive Ag is Cool education
stations throughout the fair to
learn how agriculture impacts
our daily lives. Milk a cow, see
baby animals and their mothers,
learn the difference between
hay and straw, and much more.
The Ag is Cool stations are open
daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(except on Aug. 5, when they
will close at 3 p.m.).

The annual event is a big hit with the school’s kindergarten through
fifth grade students, more than 80 percent of whom are Hispanic and
nearly 40 percent of whom are
English Language Learners.

“Dia del Nino is celebrated in many
countries,” explained the school’s
operations coordinator, Stephanie Serda. “But it’s strongly embraced
in Mexico, which has been reflected in our event.”
In addition to student performances – including Folkloric Mexican
Dancing – parties were held in each classroom and bounce houses
were set up outside for the kids to enjoy throughout the afternoon.
Students involved in the school’s Robotics Club showed oﬀ their
skills developed throughout the school year.
“It’s all about the students – they had a ball,” Serda said. “Extra
recess time and snacks are always a bit hit!”
Various community organizations also participated, providing
information on their services at tables set up in the school’s cafeteria.
The Sophia Quintero Arts and Cultural Center – which oﬀers
cooking, gardening and other activities for both adults and kids – was
on hand to talk with students and their families. Adelante, The
Latino and Community Resource Center featured its youth, family
and community outreach programs and other initiatives aimed at
promoting greater personal independence. Local libraries and the
Mexican Consulate from Detroit promoted literacy by bringing
books for students.
“The feedback was very positive – there was a lot of excitement
around this year’s event,” Serda said. “We’re all looking forward to
the next celebration.
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Auditor candidates’ views on charters differ
NO MAJOR
EDUCATION
POLICY CHANGES
PROPOSED IN THE
SENATE
In a recent interview with
Gongwer News Service, Senate
Education Chair Peggy Lehner
(R-Kettering) said she’s hoping,
in the short term, to avoid
continued “constant churn of
new policies” which she sees as
a “destructive” force in Ohio’s
education system.

The two candidates for auditor of state – former Senate President
Keith Faber, who now serves as a member of the Ohio House, and
former Congressman Zack Space – have placed charter schools at the
forefront of their campaigns.
In a mid-June press call, Space accused Faber
of derailing eﬀorts to establish stricter eschool requirements for tracking student
attendance and announced his plans, if
elected, to establish a Stop Charter Abuse
and Malfeasance (SCAM) Unit within the
auditor’s oﬃce. The SCAM Unit would be
charged with assessing over-funding of “forprofit charter schools,” how school
management companies have spent state funds, and whether the
auditor’s oﬃce has taken appropriate steps to prevent over-billing in
the past.

“We’re going to have a new
governor in six months,” she
said. “Given that fact, I don’t
think this is the time to be
making any major changes.”

“(The unit) will deliver justice for Ohio students and taxpayers who
have been defrauded,” Space said.

While Lehner agrees that the
state report card “absolutely
needs simplification,” she
doesn’t think now is the time for
the major overhaul proposed by
Rep. Mike Duffey in H.B. 591.

“Frankly, it looks like the auditor’s oﬃce along with House Bill 2 …
did what they needed to do in regard to ECOT,” Faber said.

Faber questioned the need for the proposed SCAM Unit in light of
the fact that the auditor of state already audits charter schools.

Faber introduced legislation (H.B. 707 – later amended into H.B. 87)
in June that would make changes to state law regarding Internet- and
computer-based charter schools and provide clarity around how fulltime equivalence is calculated for e-school students. (See separate
story on pg. 1-2).

State superintendent establishes goals for next
school year
As part of his self-evaluation on performance
during the 2017-2018 school year, State
Superintendent Paolo DeMaria shared his
draft list of goals for the next school year.
Among his priorities are: Continued
advocacy for a two-year extension of eased
graduation requirements (beyond the
2017-2018 school year); developing and
recommending changes to state report cards;
and, developing and recommending changes
to Ohio’s teacher evaluation system.
The State Board is expected to discuss DeMaria’s performance in
executive session in July.
BCHF Sponsor Update — July 2018
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BUSINESS, HIGHER
EDUCATION
SUPPORT
OhioMeansJobsReadiness SEAL
The Ohio State University
recently joined several Ohio
businesses to express support
for the OhioMeansJobsReadiness Seal.
“The Ohio State University
recognizes and fully values the
15 skills and qualities identified
by the OhioMeansJobsReadiness Seal. These same
characteristics are cited by
employers from across the
nation who come to Ohio State
looking for interns and
employees. Earning the
Readiness Seal is a good
indicator that a student will find
success in the classroom, in the
workforce and in the community.
The seal signifies that graduates
have a set of professional skills
valued in the workplace and
higher education community.
Whether students are planning
to go to college or immediately
enter the workforce, the
OhioMeansJobs-Readiness Seal
offers an advantage to high
school graduates. Students can
use summer work and volunteer
experiences to earn the seal.
Learn more at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/New-Skills-for-Youth/
SuccessBound/OhioMeansJobsReadiness-Seal

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
With most schools out of session, no professional development
programs are scheduled in the month of July. Please make note
of important sessions starting n August intended to help with
start-up of the new school year.
NEW SCHOOL LEADER WORKSHOP – August 2,
Columbus
Are you entering a new school leadership position or just a
“new to you” school leadership assignment? Are you
wondering about what compliance issues or fiscal issues may
confront you? What are the possible pitfalls? And, most of all,
how can you get help when you need it? BCHF’s New School
Leader Workshop, scheduled from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., will
address these issues and give you a sense of the sponsor’s role
in supporting school leaders. The workshop will acquaint new
school leaders with many of the compliance, planning and
leadership issues they will encounter. All school leaders who
are new to a leadership position, or new to BCHF sponsorship,
are encouraged to attend! Lunch will be provided. Register
online at: https://register.eventarc.com/38460/new-schoolleader-workshop
BEHAVIORAL MANAGEMENT HELP FOR
SCHOOL LEADERS – August 2, Columbus
School leaders must perform a variety of functions related to
maintaining the school’s code of conduct and managing
problem behaviors. This session will cover the procedural and
legal aspects of suspension and expulsion, as well as proactive
solution frameworks including an overview of PBIS, RTI/
MTSS for behavior, and restorative justice. The workshop will
be held 4 to 7 p.m. with dinner provided. Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/40981/behavior-management-forschool-leaders
CORRECTIVE ACTION WORKSHOP – August 3,
Columbus
Corrective action need not be scary words! If your school is at
risk of not meeting performance measures in the sponsor
contract, or if you have already received a request for a
corrective action plan, please plan to attend this workshop.
Content will include elements of academic corrective action,
including root cause analysis and selection of high yield
strategies. Content will also address compliance corrective
action requests. The workshop is appropriate for school
leaders, management company leadership working with CAP
development and monitoring, and board members who serve
Continued on pg.10
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COMPLIANCE
UPDATE
2017-18 ODE SCHOOL
COMPLIANCE REVIEW
BCHF recently submitted school
documents to the Ohio Department
of Education (ODE) for the
compliance portion of the sponsor
evaluation. Detailed lists of needed
items were provided to each school
leader and/or management
company representative multiple
times during the document
collection process. Items not
received by June 22 may have
resulted in the school being placed
on a compliance corrective action
plan (CAP) for the 2018-2019 school
year.
Schools were expected to be
current and compliant with all other
SharePoint items by June 22, as
well. Even though all SharePoint
items were not submitted to ODE,
BCHF attested to ODE that nonsubmitted items were compliant (or
not compliant). Our attestations
were determined by the evidence in
SharePoint.
2018-19 OPENING ASSURANCES
In order for BCHF to certify to ODE
that schools are eligible to open for
the 2018-2019 school year, the
following items must be current 10
business days prior to the schools’
first day for students. Documentation should be uploaded to
SharePoint or e-mailed to your
sponsor representative:
✦ Building lease (or proof of
ownership)
✦ Occupancy permits (for first year
in building or recent renovations)

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued
CORRECTIVE ACTION WORKSHOP
on academic improvement committees. The workshop will be
held 9 a.m. to 12 noon with the option of staying into the
afternoon for individualized technical assistance. Register
online at: https://register.eventarc.com/40863/correctiveaction-workshop
SPECIAL FALL DROPOUT RECOVERY
ROUNDTABLE – September 18, Columbus
BCHF will hold its Fall Dropout Recovery Roundtable — an
opportunity for school leaders and others involved in BCHF’s
sponsored dropout recovery programs to interact with Dr. Joe
Hendershott, author of The Wounded Student — 5 to 7 p.m. Find
strategies to help at-risk and troubled youth in your school.
Register online at: https://register.eventarc.com/40982/
fall-2018-drop-out-recovery-roundtable
ALL SCHOOLS MEETING – September 19,
Columbus
BCHF is very excited to have Dr. Joe Hendershott, author of
The Wounded Student, as the keynote speaker. All sponsored
schools are required to send a representative. More
information will be forthcoming in the next newsletter.
Register online at: https://register.eventarc.com/40983/
fall-2018-all-schools-meeting

Remember to make eventarc a trusted site in your email in
order to receive confirmations and email updates on BCHF
workshops! Please email Dr. Carol Young at
cyoung@buckeyehope.org should you have any diﬃculty
registering. Please include names and email addresses of all
registrants.

BCHF provides all workshops and seminars without cost
to personnel from its sponsored schools. However, a
minimum number of registrants may be required in order
for a seminar to proceed and BCHF reserves the right to

cancel or postpone programs as needed. BCHF also
reserves the right to invoice a school for meals or other
costs associated with registered personnel who do not
attend.

✦ Health

& safety inspections
inspections
✦ School emergency plans
✦ Liability insurance
✦ Fire
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Focus on social and emotional learning
By Carol S. Young, Ph.D., Department Lead, Accountability and School Improvement
Based on a survey of school leaders, BCHF has
determined that whole child learning will be the
topic of focused professional development for the
coming 2018-2019 school year. This topic includes all
domains of learning with an emphasis on social and
emotional development. The theme of BCHF’s
recent School Leader Summit, “Building Blocks for
the Whole Child: A Foundation for Success,” was
developed through featured sessions on social and
emotional learning and trauma sensitive schools, as
well as small “building block” sessions on aspects
such as restorative justice, zones of regulation,
student empowerment, instruction for socialemotional learning, literacy for social-emotional
learning, and measurement of social-emotional
learning.

At least 14 percent of today’s students are likely to
have experienced Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACEs) that impact neurological development. The
Center for Disease Control, in studies published in
1997 and 2015, reported that adverse childhood
experiences have long-lasting consequences. These
consequences include increased likelihood of
neurological damage, lowered educational
attainment, chronic disease, engagement in risk
behavior, exposure to violence, and early death. In
addition, many children with high ACE scores show
signs of toxic stress and have emotional reactions
that can be interpreted as bad behavior or “fight,
flight, or freeze” syndrome. Schools are challenged
to meet the needs of these children in terms of both
academic readiness and behavior management.

In recent years, schools, faced with rigorous
accountability standards, have focused almost solely
on the cognitive/academic aspects of learning.
Developmental research, though, has maintained
that eﬀective schooling must encompass all three
domains of child development: cognitive,
psychomotor, and aﬀective. Social and emotional
learning pertains to the aﬀective domain of child
development. Development in this domain involves
knowing how to relate to others, how to regulate and
use emotions positively, how to deal with and respect
diﬀerences in others, and how to behave pro-socially.

Schools can address social and emotional learning in
their curricula in many ways. They can adopt a
formal, research-based program and implement it.
Some examples of curricula for social-emotional
learning include Tribes and PAX. Schools can also
incorporate approaches to instruction that build
social and emotional skills along with learning other
content. Some examples include cooperative
learning and project-based learning. Schools may
integrate social-emotional learning goals into other
content areas, for example, using literature that
incorporates themes about how to form friendships.
Finally, school-wide initiatives that emphasize
character education and other social-emotional
topics, such as showing respect, can be implemented
as themes or special school-wide projects. More and
more schools have, in addition, incorporated
restorative justice and trauma-sensitive strategies to
address the needs of today’s students through
positive, non-punitive approaches.

While social and emotional learning has always been
important, it has not been a part of Ohio’s formal
learning standards or expectations for schools. In
2015, the Ohio Department of Education developed
standards for social-emotional learning for
kindergarten through grades three. In the coming
year, the Department hopes to add social-emotional
standards for grades four through 12. These standards
are not intended to be a part of state assessments.
The recent emphasis on social-emotional learning is
also based on significant needs seen in our student
population. Today’s students come from more
diverse familial and cultural backgrounds than ever
before.

BCHF will share information about whole child
learning throughout the year. Watch for upcoming
information in future issues of BCHF’s Sponsor
Update. Best wishes for successful summer planning
and a positive start to the 2018-2019 school year!
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BCHF hosts fifth annual Leadership Summit
Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) hosted
its fifth Annual Leadership Summit June 14-15 with over
75 school leaders in attendance. The theme of the
Summit – Building Blocks for the Whole Child: A
Foundation for Success -- was
established based on a spring needs
assessment of schools.
Summit keynote sessions included “An
Overview of Whole Child Learning,”
“Journeys and Stories,” and “Trauma
Sensitive Schools.” The latter session
featured a presentation by Olympia
Della Flora, principal of Columbus
Avenue Elementary School, a school
that has implemented traumasensitive practices.

Message houses were then peer-critiqued to provide
feedback to leaders for going forward with their plans
in the 2018-2019 school year. Winners of message
house trophies (made with Legos) included:
✦1st

PLACE: Trauma to Triumph –
Constellation Schools: Westside
Community School of the Arts
✦ 2nd PLACE: Not All Superheroes
Wear Capes – Constellation Schools:
Lorain Community Middle School,
Stockyard Community Middle
School, and Eastside Arts Academy.
✦ 3rd PLACE: TREK (Trauma
Response Empowering Kids) –
Constellation Schools: Puritas
Community Middle School
✦ 4th PLACE: REACHing for
Excellence – REACH Academy
✦ 5th PLACE: Noble Knights - Noble
Academy Cleveland

Shorter “building block” sessions
addressed topics including: instruction
for social-emotional learning,
School Leaders Kelli Aler and Landon
restorative justice, zones of regulation,
Brown attack a problem-solving task as
measurement of social-emotional
part of the Student Empowerment session.
When asked to critique the Summit
learning, weaving social-emotional
overall, school leaders were
learning into academics, relationships,
overwhelmingly positive. “Thank you
literacy for grades 6-12, the ideal graduate, and student
for providing so many resources,” stated one. Another
empowerment.
said, “Thank you for listening to us and providing what
we needed.”
School leaders were challenged to take all that they
learned from the Summit and “build” a message house
Thank you, school leaders, for making this year’s
that included a draft plan for action. The houses were
Summit so dynamic and worthwhile!
based on a presentation by Jay Poroda on how a school
improvement plan is much like a hero’s journey.

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY HOPE FOUNDATION
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