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ALERT: Sponsor evaluation school onsite visits
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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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The vendor hired by the Ohio Department of Education to complete
the compliance monitoring portion of the 2017-2018 sponsor
evaluation may contact your school on or after July 1 if you are
randomly chosen for an onsite visit during July or August 2018. The
schools are randomly chosen by the vendor and will confirm a specific
set of items chosen by the vendor for compliance monitoring
purposes.
The visits are NOT evaluating school compliance – the visit ARE
evaluating Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) and its
performance in monitoring school compliance with rule and law. The
vendor visits 10 percent of a sponsor’s portfolio each year.
As in the past, representatives of BCHF will be at the visits and will
be available for any questions schools may have if chosen for a visit.
Please make sure that school leaders check email the first week of July
for this information. BCHF will also follow up to ensure awareness of
visit dates and times.
If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Schorr at
jschorr@buckeyehope.org or 614-942-2002.

State Board committee supports tougher DOR
standards
The State Board of Education’s Accountability and Continuous
Improvement Committee recently recommended approval of stricter
administrative rules for dropout prevention and recovery (DOR)
school report cards as part of a required five-year review.
Continued on pg. 2

DOR standards — continued

CONGRATS,
CONCEPT!
Congratulations to Concept
Schools on its recent successful
10th Annual MathCON 2018
Finals event, where more than
1,500 attendees gathered to
celebrate math and
scholarship.
Students, parents and coaches
spent the day hearing from
guest speakers, battled in a
race to solve a Rubik’s cube,
and much more.
The 528 attending finalists sat
for the final written exam,
working to answer 45
questions in 90 minutes. After
the exam, attendees gathered
for entertainment with DJ Ryan,
a round of Game 24, and a
show from tech magician and
hacker Tom London.
Every student who competed
in the MathCON finals earned
admiration and support as they
comprise the top one percent
of the 52,000 students who
participated in the online
competition.
The highest honors went to 95
students who earned Bronze,
Silver, Gold and National
Champion awards at the finals
and make up the top 0.2
percent of competitors in the

nation.

The proposed rules call for an increase in the percentage of students
participating in DOR programs from more than 50 percent to at
least 65 percent for the 2019-2020 school year and at least 75 percent
in 2020-2021.
According to the Ohio Department of Education’s (ODE) Center for
Accountability and Continuous Improvement, the change could
impact a handful of the state’s roughly 80 DOR schools that have
“significant chunks” of students in lower grades.
The committee also recommends to the full State Board a proposed
tougher scoring system, increasing requirements to achieve “meets
standards.” Under current rules, schools must achieve four-year
graduation rates between eight and 35.9 percent. Schools with fouryear graduation rates below eight percent do not meet standards,
while those with rates above 36 percent exceed standards.
Under the proposed rules, four-year graduation requirements would
increase to:
✦ 0 to 24 percent = does not meet standards
✦ 25 to 67 percent = meets standards
✦ More than 67 percent = exceeds standards
Under the existing rule requirements, 27 schools exceeded standards,
41 met standards and 17 did not meet standards during the 2016-2017
school year. Under the proposed criteria, five schools would have
exceeded standards, 36 would have met standards, and 44 would not
have met standards.
Five-year, six-year and seven-year graduation rates would increase
from at least 12 percent (to meet standards) to at least 30 percent, at
least 32 percent, and at least 34 percent, respectively.
Only one member of the committee voted in opposition to the
proposed changes, noting that the legislature is currently considering
major changes to Ohio’s existing report cards.

Students teach parents at Puritas Tech Fest Night
It’s no secret that Constellation
Schools has made a significant
commitment to, and investment in,
technology as part of its focus on
helping students develop strong 21st
Century skills.
At Constellation Schools: Puritas
Community Middle (and
Continued on pg. 3
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Puritas Tech Fest Night — continued

LEGISLATOR JOINS
STATE BOARD IN
CALL FOR
EXTENSION OF
EASED
GRADUATION
STANDARDS
As previously reported, the State
Board of Education has
recommended to the legislature
that the relaxed graduation
standards put in place for the
class of 2018 be extended for an
additional two school years – a
recommendation that Senate
President Larry Obhof (R-Medina)
is reluctant to embrace.
Following introduction of
legislation (H.B. 630) calling for
the two-year extension by Rep.
Tavia Galonski (D-Akron), House
Education and Career Readiness
Committee Chair Andy Brenner
(R-Powell) has also voiced
concern.
According to Brenner, the House
– currently led by Speaker Pro
Tempore Kirk Schurling (RCanton) following the abrupt
resignation of Speaker Cliff
Rosenberger last month – has
been working on a longer-term
solution.
Although Brenner does not sense
strong support among members
of the House Majority Caucus for
the two year extension, he
suggested they might be open to
considering a one-year extension,
which Galonski says she would
support.

Elementary) School, each student has access to a laptop computer –
an essential tool in an environment that uses technology across the
curriculum. Those in grades two through eight who earn “digital
citizenship” may take their computers home for use outside school
hours.
Safety precautions taken to protect students against online danger at
school don’t extend to home computer use, making it very important
that parents and caretakers also maintain safeguards. But are all
families technologically savvy enough to know what steps to take?
That’s a question a Puritas parent/
teacher work group answered in
brainstorming the idea of hosting a
tech fest event. Beyond schooling
parents on Internet safety, a tech
fair would serve to showcase
students’ impressive digital
knowledge and skills. Thus, the
Puritas Tech Fest Night event was
born.
“We rotated parents between two
key activities,” explained Principal
Meg Colwell. “While one group heard a presentation on Internet
safety by a representative of the local sheriﬀ ’s department, another
visited various classrooms featuring technology learning tools.”
Families’ technology “passports” were stamped at each unique
technology feature visited, with those completing the entire tour
entered into drawings for gift cards generously donated to the school
by a half-dozen local businesses.
“We awarded ‘extra credit’ for families that shot a photo at the event
and Tweeted it out to spread the word on what’s happening at our
school,” Colwell said.
Students love learning through technology – from hardware like
3Doodler pens, Promethean boards and a 3D printer, to applications
like Kahoots, Mystery Hangout and Plickers that bring lessons to life.
“If you want children to learn, you must meet them where they are –
and that’s in a world of technology,” Colwell said. “It makes learning
more fun for students and makes teachers more eﬀective.”
Colwell credits the school’s technology coach, Mike Feldman, with
much of the school’s success in implementing technology into the
classroom.
Continued on pg. 4
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Puritas Tech Fest Night — continued

TOOLKIT OFFERS
SCHOOL-BASED
HEALTH CARE
RESOURCES
A new School-Based Health
Care Support Toolkit – a
collaborative effort between the
Ohio Departments of Education,
Medicaid, Health, and Mental
Health and Addiction Services,
alongside the Governor’s Office
of Health Transformation -provides a set of resources for
schools and communities as
they work together to address
common health issues and keep
students in class and learning.
The toolkit supports schools and
health care providers in
developing partnerships to
improve student access to highquality care and better prepare
the whole student for future
success. It includes Ohiospecific guidance and best
practices, and addresses
common questions including:
✦ How does school-based
health care work?
✦ What are the key steps in
getting started?
✦ How do we formalize our
partnership?
✦ How can we build a
sustainable partnership?
Access the toolkit online at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
Administrators/School-BasedHealth-Care-Support-Toolkit

“He works one-on-one with teachers – individually and in the
classroom,” Colwell said. “He’s a living, breathing instruction
manual and a patient teacher who accommodates diﬀerent levels of
experience and understanding.”
Feldman contributed to the success of the school’s tech fest, which
was popular with both students and their families.
“”It was a great opportunity for parents to see how brilliant their
kids are,” Colwell said. “We’re always looking for ways to engage
parents … the tech fest turned out to be a great way to promote
online safety while showcasing our students’ achievements.”

Focus World Party celebrates student diversity
Focus North High School serves a highly diverse student
population, with English Language Learners (ELL) representing
about 25 percent of the dropout recovery school’s approximately
200 students.
Over the course of about five years, the
number of ELL students enrolled in the
school has doubled, representing 26 of this
year’s 60 graduates.
Each spring, Focus North High School
hosts a “world party” to celebrate that
diversity and to provide a much needed
stress reliever following the administration
of state assessments.
It was a beautiful day for this year’s event,
which featured ethnic foods and
performances from countries throughout the world.
“Some of our students starting cooking at five o’clock the morning
of the party,” said Director Kelley Straight. “They take great pride
in introducing foods from their unique cultures to all of our students
– it’s a big, beautiful buﬀet!”
“We always feature some form of art, and this year 12 countries were
represented,” she continued. “Performing a cultural dance for the
whole school is a really brave thing to do … our students are very
respectful and open to the experience.”
The Focus World Party’s melting pot of cultures is celebrated
through exotic foods, colorful ethnic costumes and cultural
performance. Taking place the day after wrapping up exams, it’s a
great de-stressor for both students and staﬀ – a day to let loose!
Continued on pg. 5
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Focus World Party — continued

DISCOVER CAMP
INFOhio
Camp INFOhio, for grades four
through six, contains five days of
reading, activities and
experiments centered on
science, technology,
engineering, the arts and
mathematics (STEAM) topics.
Kids can try their hands at code
breaking, conducting science
experiments with items they find
in the kitchen, learning about
roller coasters before designing
their own, and creating their
own musical instruments.
No signup is necessary! Parents
simply download the packets so
children can work through the
activities at their own pace.
Access the resources online at:
https://www.infohio.org/
students/er/summer-reading/
item/camp-infohio?
category_id=971

“It’s always such a good time,” Straight said. “And this year, the
weather was beautiful, which allowed us to enjoy the student
performances outdoors before heading in for lunch. Food always
serves to bring people together. It’s great to see how open our
students are to trying new foods, and how proud our international
students are to share aspects of their unique cultures.”

Students see opportunity to be change agents
Students at The Academy for Urban Scholars (AUS) often discuss
important social issues – including those related to the Black Lives
Matter movement, individuals’ rights and responsibilities, and gun
control – in their English and social studies classes.
So, when administrators at the school
learned of Rise Tours’ plans to facilitate
central Ohio student participation in the
recent March For Our Lives in
Washington, D.C., they were eager to find
a way to involve AUS students.
Although March For Our Lives was
created, inspired and led by students of all
ethnicities, the most visible student
spokespersons have been middle and upper
class white students from Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in the
aﬄuent Fort Lauderdale suburb of Parkland, Florida.
But the policy changes the organization seeks – universal,
comprehensive background checks; a digitized, searchable ATF
database; funds for the Center for Disease Control to research gun
violence; and a ban on high-capacity magazines and assault weapons –
impact all communities, including those in urban areas throughout
Ohio where most charter schools are located.
“We chose the six student participants based on attendance and their
passion for social change,” explained Nneka Bonds, who teaches 11th
and 12th grade English and accompanied the group to Washington,
D.C. “This was a unique opportunity for students’ voices to be heard
– for them to join together with other young people from all walks of
life to demand action.”
According to Bonds, the 2nd Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
and the ongoing debate on the need for gun control are topics around
which the most heated student debates occur.
Continued on pg. 6
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Change agents — continued

FATHER OF
PARKLAND VICTIM
TESTIFIES BEFORE
LEGISLATIVE
COMMITTEE
Fred Guttenberg -- the father of
17-year-old Jaime, who died as a
result of the Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School shooting in
Parkland, Fla. -- recently testified
before the Senate Government &
Oversight Committee in support
of H.B. 585, legislation proposed
by Gov. John Kasich (RWesterville).
“The similar law in Florida, which
we call the red flag law, is
working,” Guttenberg said. “Had
this law been in place prior to Feb.
14, the weapons used by my
daughter’s killer would have been
confiscated and mass casualties
prevented.”
The legislation calls for a ban on
third-party firearm purchases,
expansion of data-sharing among
law enforcement organizations,
and allowing family members, law
enforcement officers and others to
file with a court for protection
orders that would allow for the
seizure of guns from an individual
if imminent harm is anticipated.
Also testifying in support of the
bill was the National Alliance of
Mental Illness Ohio, Moms
Demand Action for Gun Sense in
America, a Northmont High
School student, and former
Senate President Tom Niehaus
who serves on Gov. Kasich’s task
force on gun violence.

“For our young people, these are diﬃcult issues … they’re torn,”
Bonds said. “But there are a few positions – including the need for
stricter laws – on which students agree. Beyond joining others with
similar views on the need for gun control, participation in the March
For Our Lives served as a lesson on how to become agents of change
in their own communities.”
The six AUS students and their chaperones were among the two full
buses of activists from central Ohio on the Rise Tour. It was a
whirlwind experience: they traveled throughout the night,
participated in the rally on Pennsylvania Ave., and visited
monuments and museums before returning home.
“The students shared and really connected with one another on the
bus ride home,” Bonds said. “They felt like they were a part of
something bigger than themselves … that was the real beauty of what
turned out to be a very rewarding experience.”

Robotics teams perform well at championship event
As previously reported, the Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Lorain
and HSA Youngstown robotics teams qualified to participate in the
VEX IQ World Championship in
Louisville, KY … and they did not
disappoint!
At the recent event, the HSA students
battled with 400 teams from 40 diﬀerent
countries, totaling more than 1,500
participants all in an eﬀort to earn the
coveted title of the world’s best robotics
team. They engaged in grueling matches,
with the Lorain Robo-Cyclones ranking
48th and Youngstown Hawks ranking
69th. The matches were full of challenges, presented diverse learning
experiences, and oﬀered a platform that will inspire students for
years to come.
Members of the HSA Youngstown team made a visit to City Hall to
meet with Mayor Jamael Tito Brown, demonstrating tasks performed
at the world championship and showing oﬀ the medals they earned
at the competition.
The Robo-Cyclones traveled to the Statehouse in Columbus where
they were recognized by Sen. Gayle Manning (R-N. Ridgeville) as one
of the top robotics teams in the world during Senate session.
Students, parents and coaches also enjoyed a site seeing adventure of
downtown and a tour of the historic Statehouse.
Congratulations to both teams!
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LEGISLATURE
LIKELY TO
ADDRESS ESCHOOL ISSUES
Senate President Larry Obhof (RMedina) recently suggested that
the legislature “should take a
look” at setting standards for
verifying e-school enrollment and
funding, against the backdrop of
allegations that the now shuttered
Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow
(ECOT) deliberately manipulated
records provided to the Ohio
Department of Education to boost
state payments.
Former Senate President Keith
Fabor (R-Celina), who now serves
as a member of the Ohio House of
Representatives, has introduced
legislation (H.B. 611) that would
base state funding to e-schools on
the use of verifiable attendancetracking software, class size and
participation. The bill is cosponsored by Rep. Kristina
Roegner (R-Hudson), who
sponsored charter school “reform”
legislation (H.B. 2) in 2015.
Unfortunately, ECOT is now
perceived by charter critics as
evidence of a failed charter school
system, despite the fact that eschool issues are completely
unrelated to laws governing the
majority of charter schools in
Ohio.
It’s clear that charter schools will
be a major theme throughout the
campaign season leading up to
the Nov. election.

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
Thank you for a record-breaking year in professional
development for schools sponsored by Buckeye Community
Hope Foundation (BCHF)! In the 2017-2018 school year,
BCHF facilitated 85 professional development
opportunities with over 1600 participants. This is an
indication of the interest and dedication of our schools to
continued professional growth.
BCHF SUMMER LEADERSHIP SUMMIT – June
14 & 15, Columbus
BCHF is pleased to announce
Principal Olympia Della Flora
as a key presenter at the
BCHF Summer Leadership
Institute. Della Flora is the
successful leader of Ohio
Avenue Elementary School in
Columbus, Ohio, a school that
has implemented a traumainformed educational model.
The story of Della Flora and
how her school “upended
traditional approaches to discipline” made national
headlines including a recent featured article in The Atlantic.1
Aligned with Della Flora’s presentation, this year’s Summit
will be organized around the theme of “BUILDING
BLOCKS FOR THE WHOLE CHILD: A
Foundation for Success.” Sessions will bring together
the most current ideas on student academic, emotional, and
social needs, as well as information on best school
leadership practices.
Please don’t miss this intensive, productive two-day event
focused on the needs of school leaders and your school.
Registration will close very soon; register now using the
following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/38756/leadership-summit
1Lewis,

K (2018). One Ohio school’s quest to re-think bad
behavior. The Atlantic, May 5, 2018.
Continued on pg. 8
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COMPLIANCE
UPDATE
2017-2018 ODE School
Compliance Review
✦

✦

BCHF recently completed
SharePoint documentation
reviews for items that must be
submitted to the Ohio
Department of Education
(ODE) for the compliance
portion of the ODE sponsor
evaluation. A detailed list of
items that were not compliant,
or not yet received, was
provided to each school
leader and/or management
company representative. Any
items not received by June 22
will result in the school being
placed on a compliance
corrective action plan (CAP)
for 2018-2019.
Schools must be current &
compliant with all other
SharePoint items by June 22
as well. Even though all
SharePoint items are not
submitted to ODE, BCHF must
attest to ODE that nonsubmitted items are compliant
(or not compliant). Our
attestations are determined by
the evidence in SharePoint.

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued
MARK YOUR CALENDAR IN ADVANCE
Please mark your calendars in advance for the following
important events early in the 2018-2019 school year:
✦ August 2 – New School Leader Orientation
✦ August 3 – Corrective Action/Turnaround Schools
Seminar
✦ September 18 – Fall Drop Out Recovery Roundtable
✦ September 19 – All Schools Meeting
REMEMBER to make eventarc a trusted or white-listed
site in your email! This will prevent any location updates,
confirmations, or changes from going to your spam mail.
Please email Dr. Mike Grote at mgrote@buckeyehope.org
should you have any diﬃculty registering. Please include
names and email addresses of all registrants in any inquiry.
BCHF provides all workshops and seminars without
cost to personnel from its sponsored schools. However,
a minimum number of registrants may be required in
order for a seminar to proceed and BCHF reserves the
right to cancel or postpone programs as needed. BCHF
also reserves the right to invoice a school for meals and
materials costs associated with registered personnel
who fail to attend a session. Specific event locations
are available on the registration links.

Who dares to
TEACH
must never cease to
LEARN
John Colton Dana
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Writing makes a difference
By Mindy Farry, School Improvement Representative
Congratulations to the winners of the Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation’s (BCHF) annual
Writing Competition. This year’s contest asked the
question: “Can One Person Change the World?”
According to our student authors, the answer
is a resounding, “Yes!”

civil rights leader Mahatma Gandhi quote, “Be the
change you want to see in the world.” The writing
prompt asked them to describe one way they would
like to change the world. Students were asked to
explain the change and how they could help bring it
about.
The winners in this division were:
✦Grade 6: Ian Calzado Cuesta—Great Western
Academy
✦ Grade 7: Anna Krivoy—Constellation
Schools: Old Brooklyn Community Middle
✦Grade 8: Lani Southers—Horizon Science
Academy Youngstown
The overall champion for Grades 6-8
was Anna Krivoy from Constellation
Schools: Old Brooklyn.

Each school selected its
individual winners at each grade
level and submitted the school
winners to BCHF. A team of
four judges then scored each
essay independently to determine
the winners. The judges scored all
papers on the Ohio Department
of Education Writing Rubrics for
each grade level.

The high school students (grades 9-12)
were asked a question about changing
the world. They were asked to write an
essay that was both informational and
argumentative answering the question:
‘Can ___ save the world?” They could
choose any attribute or item to fill in
the blank to defend. Some students
chose kindness; some chose a piece of
environmental legislation.

The third through fifth grade
division asked students to describe
something they would like to invent to
change the world. They were required to
use information from two sources, explain
their invention, and explain how
their invention would change the
world.
The winners in this division were:
✦ Grade 3: Markel Barlow from
Constellation Schools:
Westside Community School
of the Arts
✦ Grade 4: Infinity Simon from
Imagine Hill Academy
✦ Grade 5: Kshitiz Niroula from
Horizon Science Academy
Elementary (Columbus)
The overall champion for Grades 3-5
was Kshitiz Niroula from Horizon
Science Academy Elementary.
In the sixth through eighth grade,
students were reminded of the famous

The winners in this division were:
✦ Grade 9: Albina Iskandarova from Horizon
Science Academy Dayton High School
✦ Grade 12: Mariah Hawkins from Flex High
School
The overall champion for Grades 9-12 was Mariah
Hawkins from Flex High School

Top to bottom: Kshitiz
Niroula, Anna Krivoy &
Mariah Hawkins

When all scores were tallied and compared,
one overall grand champion was selected.
We are proud and excited to announce that
Anna Krivoy from Constellation Schools:
Old Brooklyn was named grand champion.
Continued on pg. 10
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Writing makes a difference — continued
Upon meeting Anna to present her awards, it was
found that she is an amazing young lady. She wrote
about EMPATHY being able to change the world.
When her principal suggested that part of the cash
prize for their school be used for a pizza party for
her class, she asked if the money could be used to
buy art supplies for the school. Empathy, indeed!
What an amazing young woman!

Special thanks to these students’ teachers for
eﬀectively working through the writing process of
idea gathering, drafting, revising, critiquing, and
editing. Their hard work not only benefitted the
students who were winners, but all of their students
as they learn the importance of writing as they
proceed in their education.

Stay tuned for the 2019 Writing Challenge, which
will be released for all students in November 2019.

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY HOPE FOUNDATION
3021 East Dublin-Granville Rd; Columbus OH 43231
(614) 942-2002

www.buckeyehope.org
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BCHF Sponsor Update — June 2018
10

