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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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House speaker supports Kasich’s education
re-organization plan; Senate less receptive
It started with an opinion editorial written by former Kasich senior
advisor, Jai Chabria, proposing a restructuring that would give Ohio’s
governor control over K-12 public education by making the Ohio
Department of Education (ODE) a cabinet agency.
Kasich then announced his plans to propose legislation to merge ODE
and the Department of Higher Education. Under his proposal, the
scope of the State Board of Education – composed of eight
gubernatorial appointees and 11 elected members – would be
significantly reduced.
On Feb. 14, Rep. Bill Reineke (R-Tiﬃn) introduced H.B. 512, which
would establish the Department of Learning and Achievement, and
abolish the Department of Higher Education, the position of the
chancellor of higher education and the Ohio Board of Regents. It
would also transfer – with some exceptions – responsibility for the
administration of primary and secondary education programs and all
duties related to the administration of higher education programs to
the new “mega’ department, which would also take on the functions of
the Governor’s Oﬃce of Workforce Transformation. Under the bill,
certain duties associated with educator licensure, charter school
sponsorship and other education programs would be the responsibility
of the State Board, Superintendent of Public Instruction and ODE.
House Speaker Cliﬀ Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) – who sees improving
Ohio’s education system as part of the eﬀort to battle the Buckeye
State’s opiate crisis -- supports H.B. 512 and plans to bring it up for a
vote before the House prior to the legislature’s summer break.
Continued on pg. 2

Kasich’s re-org plan — continued

NEW GRADUATION
STANDARDS TOO
DIFFICULT FOR
SOME SENIORS
The Columbus Dispatch
recently reported that less than
four months from graduation,
one out of five Ohio high
school seniors still wouldn’t
qualify for a diploma under
Ohio’s tougher new
requirements temporarily
softened for the class of 2018.
A survey conducted by the
Ohio Department of Education
(ODE) of schools with the
largest concentrations of
students not-on-track to
graduate under the new
tougher requirements revealed
that students are turning to
other pathways – through
attendance, work or
community service -- provided
to graduation this spring.
As previously reported, the
State Board of Education
passed a resolution earlier this
year recommending that the
temporary graduation options
be extended to the classes of
2019 and 2020.

“I really believe in this bill,” he said. “I believe it’s a huge piece to
help continue strengthening Ohio’s foundation.”
The Senate appears out of alignment with the House, with Senate
Education Committee Chair Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) voicing
objection to a lack of broad stakeholder involvement in drafting H.B.
512.
“Instead of just talking to those who might govern, we should be
talking to those who are being served and who are engaged in the
education system,” she said in an interview with Gongwer News
Service. “I don’t think that they’ve been adequately pulled into this
process. I’m not opposed to making a major change, but I’m
opposed to making a major change that doesn’t include all of the
interested stakeholders.”
Lehner has also expressed concern
regarding the timing of the debate,
pointing out that, if passed this year, H.B.
512 would be enacted under a new
governor elected in November. “Who
knows who’s going to be the next
governor, and it seems like they should be
involved somehow in this discussion of a
complete, dramatic change in the
education world,” she said.
State Rep. Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo), who serves as the ranking
minority member of the House Education and Career Readiness
Committee, believes that the plan would further politicize
education.
State Sen. Joe Schiavoni (D-Boardman), who hopes to be Ohio’s next
governor, called it a “power grab.” His running mate, Stephanie
Dodd, serves on the State Board as an elected member, is also critical
of the proposal.
The Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA), the Buckeye
Association of School Administrators (BASA) and the Ohio
Association of School Business Oﬃcials (OASBO) also oppose the
bill, as does the state’s largest teachers union.
But others, including the Ohio Association of Community Colleges
(OACC), are supportive. Its position: “While OACC needs to
carefully review this proposal to better understand how it impacts
our colleges and the K-12 and higher education systems, we believe
that improved alignment of the educational and career training
opportunities to help both traditional and working adult students
succeed is a conversation worth having.”
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More changes to be made to education “de-reg” bill
STUDY SHOWS
CHILDHOOD
TRAUMAS CAN
HAVE LIFE-LONG
IMPACT
According to the 2016 National
Survey of Children’s Health,
Ohio is among five states with
the most children who faced
three or more of eight trauma
measures including: separation,
divorce or death of a parents/
guardian; living with someone
who was mentally ill,
incarcerated or an abuser of
drugs or alcohol, exposure to
violence; and, economic
hardship.
As many as one in seven Ohio
children experienced multiple
risk factors and an increased
likelihood of associated lifelong challenges.
“These are difficult things to
move the needle on; they’re
hard to prevent,” said co-author
Vanessa Sacks of the
nonpartisan research
organization Child Trends. “I
think what is changing is our
ability to recognize that these
experiences are happening and
to address them.”

According to Sen. Matt Huﬀman (R-Lima), mixed reviews from
legislators, the Ohio Department of Education (ODE), district
leaders, teachers and parents have resulted in a significant number of
changes to an education deregulation bill (S.B. 216) he introduced in
Oct.
The bill, which includes more than 100
changes to Ohio’s education system, has
already been subject to changes aimed at
reducing the proposed size of grade band
licensure to Pre-K to six, and five to 12, and
requiring the use of a kindergarten
diagnostic test not limited to the
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment.
“There have been a variety of comments
and so what we did is go back to the working group of about eight to
ten superintendents and said, ‘How can we change this to address
what people are concerned about but still do the things you want to
do so that’s what this sub bill is’” in reference to a substitute version
of S.B. 216.
The substitute bill will likely be amended to address concerns voiced
by members of the Senate Education Committee, which has held a
number of hearings on the legislation, and others.
“We will probably be slowing things up a bit here as we look at some
of the details in the bill,” said Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering), who
chairs the committee. “It’s a very comprehensive bill that includes an
awful lot of subject areas and I think it’s important that we look at
each of those areas from a variety of perspectives.
Since the bill was developed primarily based on rural district
superintendents, Lehner will work to ensure that the urban district
perspective is considered. She is also committed to carefully
considering ODE’s concerns “one by one.”

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Treasurer Barbara Henry and Westside Academy
for recently receiving the Auditor of State Award!
The Auditor of State Award is given to entities that file timely
financial reports in accordance with GAAP, as well as receive a “clean”
audit report. The “clean” audit report means that the school’s
financial audit did not contain findings for recovery, material
citations, material weaknesses, significant deficiencies, Single Audit
finding or any other costs.
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Challenger field trip lesson goes beyond science
COLLEGE CREDIT
PLUS PROCESS
NOW OPEN
Students – including those who
have participated in any or all of
the first three years of the
College Credit Plus (CCP)
program – who plan to
participate in the 2018-2019
school year must declare their
intent by April 1.
College Credit Plus provides
students with the opportunity to
take college classes offered by
any Ohio public college or
university, or from any
participating private
postsecondary institution, at
their high school, on the college
or university campus, or online.
The program allows students to
explore college interests sooner
and to earn college credits
toward a degree before
graduating from high school.
Since its debut in the 2015-2016
school year, CCP has saved
65,000-plus students more than
$262 million in college tuition
costs.
Learn more at: http://
education.ohio.gov/Topics/
Quality-School-Choice/CollegeCredit-Plus

Educators often bring their own personal experiences into the
classroom, so it’s no surprise that science teacher Dustin Palik was
eager to share his unique experience working at the Challenger
Learning Center of Lake Erie West with his seventh- and eighthgrade students at L. Hollingworth School for the Talented and
Gifted.
In the aftermath of the tragic
Challenger accident on January
28, 1986 -- that took the lives of
all seven astronauts aboard -- the
crew’s families came together to
honor their loved ones through
the creation of the Challenger
Center for Space Science
Education – a not-for-profit
global network of Challenger
Learning Centers focused on
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) learning.
The Challenger Center provides interesting STEM lessons and
resources for elementary, middle and high school students on its
website -- https://www.challenger.org -- but Palik wanted his
students to experience the hands-on, team-building learning
opportunities that only a visit to a Challenger Learning Center
could provide.
“I thought students would enjoy and benefit from expanding their
study of physics by exploring how Newton’s three laws of motion
play into the NASA program,” Palik said. “This field trip gave
students a much diﬀerent experience than what I could oﬀer in the
classroom.”
Students were split into three groups of about 20 each. As one
group worked through a simulated space mission, another studied a
grand scale map of Mars and built a piece of Martian landing
equipment, while the third visited the Center’s planetarium and
worked through a STEM-based lesson using simulated water-cooled
suits similar to those worn by astronauts.
“The students loved the whole experience,” Palik said. “It’s all they
could talk about for a week!”
The obvious focus was on STEM education, but students also
enjoyed learning about the diverse career opportunities in the space
program – from nutritionists and physical therapists, to
mathematicians and scientists.
Continued on pg. 5
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Challenger field trip — continued

GUIDANCE FOR
ENROLLING
STUDENTS
DISPLACED BY
DISASTER
AVAILABLE
Widely scattered weather
disasters in 2017 displaced
thousands of students and
families from their homes.
It’s estimated that nearly 30,000
people could migrate to Ohio
over the next three years.
To support schools that are
enrolling displaced students, the
Ohio Department of Education
(ODE) offers guidance on what
to expect and links to useful
resources, including ODE
contacts to help in specific
situations.
Learn more at:
http://education.ohio.gov/
getattachment/Topics/Districtand-School-ContinuousImprovement/Vulnerable-Youth/
ODE-Guidance-for-DisplacedStudents.pdf.aspx?llang=en-us

“Ohio is well-represented on a wall at the Center that features
pictures of former astronauts, including Akron-born Judith Resnik,
who was a member of the Challenger crew,” Palik said. “Students
were also interested in the fact that Challenger crew member Christa
McAuliﬀe was slated to be the first teacher in space, and that her
experiments are still relevant today.”
The field trip was made even more special by the fact that Palik was
named a “Top Gun Teacher” – one of very few to receive the
Challenger Center honor in recent years. A plaque featuring his
photo and commemorating his contributions is now displayed at the
Center, adding yet another Ohioan to those whose contributions are
honored at the Challenger Learning Center of Lake Erie West.

Ohio not well positioned to achieve attainment goal
State education leaders recently held a day-long forum and a
Statehouse press conference to highlight the fact that Ohio will likely
fall far short of its goal -- for 65 percent of residents to earn a degree
or credential by 2025 -- given the current 43 percent attainment and
national ranking of 33rd.
“Ohioans should not and will not accept that
standing and here’s why: economists …
estimate that in just two years, nearly twothirds of all jobs will require some post-high
school education and many would argue that
we’re already at that point,” said Senate
Education Committee Chair Peggy Lehner
(R-Kettering). “There isn’t a job around that
pays a living wage that doesn’t require
education and expertise.”
Despite eﬀorts to achieve improvement – including creation of the
College Credit Plus program and providing for an increased number
of state-funded childcare slots – “there’s a lot we’re not getting right,”
Lehner said.
Lehner, and Rep. Andy Brenner (R-Powell), chair of the House
Education and Career Readiness Committee, agree that Ohio needs
to take action on a number of policy recommendations including
increased investments in early childhood education, high quality
teachers and need-based higher education grants.
Stanford University economist Eric Hanushek, who spoke at the
event, said policy leaders should be asking, “How can we put money
behind eﬀectiveness?” – focusing on how, rather than how much,
Continued on pg. 6
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Ohio’s attainment goal — continued

PARTNERS FOR
OHIO’S
COMMUNITY
CONNECTORS
PROGRAM SOUGHT
For the fourth year, Ohio is
asking community organizations,
faith- or values-based groups,
and businesses to form
partnerships to encourage oneon-one mentoring for students
in Ohio’s schools.
The program helps give more
students access to role models
who can motivate and inspire
them. Faith- or values-based
and civic nonprofit organizations
are eligible to lead the project,
teaming with businesses and
eligible public school districts to
establish programs.
Learn more at: http://
communityconnectors.ohio.gov/
Apply

existing and new money should best be spent. He cited Florida,
where education funding has remained stagnant over the last 20
years but significant educational gains have been achieved, as an
example and cautioned that there is no exact recipe for success.
Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo DeMaria acknowledged
that Ohio has “got a lot of work to do,” but oﬀered assurance that a
strategic plan currently under development will provide a roadmap to
improved educational outcomes.

Mentoring program for at-risk students proposed
In response to a direct request from Ohio House Speaker Cliﬀ
Rosenberger (R-Clarksville), state universities have worked to
develop a plan to engage at-risk high school students.
A group of Waverly City
Schools students impacted
by Ohio’s opiate crisis who
served as the impetus for
Speaker Rosenberger’s
eﬀorts shared their personal
experiences and support for
the proposed OhioCorps
pilot program at a recent
Statehouse news conference
announcing that legislation
will soon be introduced in
the House.
Rep. Scott Ryan (R-Newark)
and Rep. Bill Reineke (RTiﬃn) are expected to co-sponsor the bill, which will dedicate $1.5
million in state funds to the pilot program projected to operate in
the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school years, most likely in southeast
Ohio.
Under the initiative, college students – who would be eligible for
service-learning credits and stipends -- would be paired with at-risk
middle and high school students who could gain access to scholarship
opportunities.
Bruce Johnson, president of the Inter-University Council of Ohio,
spoke in support of the OhioCorps pilot program. He pointed to
the link between drug use and feelings of hopelessness and stressed
the importance of providing a pathway out of poverty and into
fulfilling careers as part of Ohio’s eﬀorts to overcome Ohio’s opiate
crisis.
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Difficult lessons often the most valuable
ROBOTICS TEAMS
ADVANCE
Congratulations to Horizon
Science Academy Lorain and its
middle school students for the
performance of their two teams
– Senior & Junior Robo-Cyclones
– that competed in the recent
Vex IQ Robotics competition.
The Robo-Cyclones battled six
tough matches throughout the
day and earned the right to
advance to the final competition.
During the finals of the Robot
Skills Challenge, the RoboCyclone Seniors scored 157
points – the third highest score
in the State of Ohio; the RoboCyclone Juniors scored 136
points – the fourth highest score
in Ohio.
The Robo-Cyclones also just
received an invitation to
compete in the 2018 Ohio VEX
IQ RINGMASTER Middle School
State Championship – earned by
stellar performance during the
Robot Skills Challenge.

When a classroom of students can debate big social issues with
civility, it begs the question posed by students in Constellation
Schools: Lorain Community Middle’s eighth-grade social studies
class: “Why can’t adults do this?”
Social studies teacher Jeﬀrey Hartel
recently created a one-week
assignment that challenged students
in unique ways and oﬀered a lesson
on the importance of understanding
and respecting diﬀerent perspectives.
In addition to creating campaign
slogans and posters, each student
wrote an essay explaining his or her
position on six key policy issues --2nd amendment rights, education,
healthcare, foreign trade, North
Korea and immigration -- as a presidential candidate.
“A lot of kids think that social media is a creditable source for news,”
Hartel said. “The most important lessons they learned is that you
can’t believe everything you read and that there are two sides to
every story.”
Since kids often embrace their parents’ views, there was some risk
that students might form opinions on controversial issues in conflict
with the beliefs expressed by adults in their homes. But Hartel
received no negative feedback from parents and was proud that
students were respectful in challenging one another’s positions on
potentially emotional issues.
“I explained to students that as adults they will likely work with
some people with whom they disagree,” Hartel said. “It’s important
to understand both sides of any issue and to recognize that solutions
aren’t always black and white.”
Students were challenged when presenting their ideas to classmates,
but they were open to hearing others’ opinions. Some students’
views evolved as a result of their research and from listening to
others and considering diﬀerent perspectives.
“The classroom exercise required students to be quick on their feet –
to be able to explain their views when asked, ‘Why do you believe
what you believe?,’” Hartel said.
Students were most engaged and in agreement on the importance of
access to free educational opportunities at community colleges, and
ensuring that all people have access to healthcare. They also
Continued on pg. 8
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Difficult lessons — continued

BUSINESS LEADERS
SUPPORT BILL TO
GRANT ACCESS TO
HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS
Unanimously approved by the
Ohio House of Representatives in
Nov., House Bill 98 is currently
under consideration by the Senate
Education Committee, which
recently heard testimony in
support of the bill from the local
business community.
The legislation would prohibit
school district boards of
education from imposing
restrictions on the presentation of
career information to students by
representatives of skilled trades
that are not uniformly imposed on
representatives of business,
industry, charitable institutions,
institutions of higher education,
armed forces and other
employers.
“If asked and only if asked, Ohio
school districts must offer two
opportunities per year for a
recruiter or employer, even a
university, to be able to come talk
to students,” said Rep. Mike Duffey
(R-Worthington), who cosponsored H.B. 98 with Rep.
Kristin Boggs (D-Columbus).
“There’s not a mandate …”

developed nuanced views on some issues, like the 2nd amendment,
framing the issue of gun control as trying to make America safer, not
taking away peoples’ guns.
“I’m really proud of how students responded to a challenging lesson,”
Hartel said. “Against the backdrop of the tragic school shooting in
Florida and the response from students across the country, we can
imagine these kids truly helping to bring about positive change.”

BCHF supports Children’s Hunger Alliance
Director Peggy Young, Associate Director Jennifer Schorr and other
members of Buckeye Community Hope Foundation’s Education
Division team recently attended the 23rd Annual Menu of Hope
benefitting Children’s Hunger Alliance.
The event featured keynote speaker Sampson Davis, M.D., who
shared his experience as one of six children in Newark, one of New
Jersey’s poorest cities. He grew up in cramped living quarters,
surrounded by fragmented families, crime and drugs.
While attending University High School, Davis met Dr. Rameck
Hunt and Dr. George Jenkins, two fellow students who together
made a promise to become doctors. Davis and his two childhood
friends each successfully fulfilled their pact and today Davis is a
board certified emergency medicine physician
Children’s Hunger Alliance is a statewide nonprofit organization
dedicated to ending childhood hunger in Ohio. Last year, the
organization worked with partners to provide 7.1 million nutritious
meals and snacks to food-insecure children.

The legislation would permit
district boards to develop an
application process for entities
requesting access to school
property for the purpose of
presenting information to
students.
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COMPLIANCE
UPATE
Compliance changes due to
ODE sponsor evaluation
The Ohio Department of
Education (ODE) Office of
Community Schools recently
released compliance tools for
the 2017-2018 sponsor
evaluation. Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
(BCHF) analyzed changes to
school compliance
requirements and provided
further guidance to schools on
February 1. Please note that
ODE made some changes to
its business rules that may not
necessarily be codified in the
Ohio Revised Code and Ohio
Administrative Code.
To better align its SharePoint
document management
system to ODE’s 2017-2018
compliance submission
requirements, BCHF has
modified SharePoint
descriptions and added new
items to the SharePoint listing.
School compliance managers
should review SharePoint to
ensure that all new submission
requirements have been met.

Continued on pg. 10

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
INCREASING STUDENT EFFORT – offered regionally!
How do you encourage your students to be responsible for their
own learning? This seminar will answer that question by focusing
more deeply on eﬀective lesson delivery through student
engagement and responsibility. Participants will learn how to
teach students to be aware of their own eﬀort, and to self-assess
learning eﬀort. Concepts about student motivation and students
as agents of their own learning will be explored. Both sessions are
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. To register for the session nearest
you, please access these links:
March 9 - Columbus
http://register.eventarc.com/38766/increasing-student-eﬀortcolumbus
March 16 – Cleveland
https://register.eventarc.com/38767/increasing-student-eﬀortcleveland
SURVIVAL SPANISH – March 14, Columbus
The next student who may register at your school may speak only
Spanish! This seminar will teach you common Spanish phrases
and school language, enough to initiate some basic conversations
with a student. Jay Poroda, an experienced instructor in
facilitating adult conversational Spanish courses ,will partner with
BCHF to oﬀer this valuable one-day training scheduled for 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. (with lunch included). If interest is suﬃcient, a follow-up
session will be oﬀered in April. Please register through the
following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/40036/survival-spanish
SPECIAL EDUCATION UPDATE AND SPECIALLYDESIGNED INSTRUCTION – (Rescheduled) March 20,
Columbus
Learn about the new forms and updated requirements in special
education. This session will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch
included (Note: This is a rescheduling of the February 7 workshop
that was cancelled due to snow). The update session is highly
recommended for intervention specialists, special education
directors and coaches. The morning will be devoted to new forms,
policies and procedures. In the afternoon, participants will focus
on planning for and implementing specially-designed instruction
for improvement of outcomes for all students with disabilities.
To register, please go to the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/40276/special-education-updatewinterspring-2018-rescheduled
Continued on pg. 10
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COMPLIANCE
UPDATE — continued
Board member ethics training
Per ODE, all board members
must now provide evidence
that they have completed
ethics training. Ethics training
must be administered by the
board’s attorney or the Ohio
Ethics Commission (1-hour
online module available at:
http://ethics.ohio.gov/
education/elearning/
ecourses.html
BCHF requests that board
members complete the
training by April 30, 2018.
Tornado Drills
Tornado drills shall be
conducted at least once a
month whenever school is in
session during tornado season
-- the period April 1 to July 31
(OFC 409.2).

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued
R & R FOR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LEARNERS:
Review and Renew Professional Development – April 19,
Columbus
This workshop is intended for teachers of English learners (TELs)
who are in school leadership roles or roles in which they support
the rest of the teaching faculty. The focus is on eﬀective planning
and implementation to build teacher capacity for teaching English
learners. Does your ESL staﬀ need resources? Or perhaps
training to support general education/content teachers? Are you
in charge of, or collaborating with, teachers who have English
leaders (ELs) in inclusive classes? Are you realizing that your role
is evolving into coaching? What are your challenges? What are
your successes? Join ESL Consultant Bev Good to review
strategies that support ELs and renew your eﬀorts to overcome
challenges. The workshop, scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., will
be facilitated by Dr. Beverly Good and “tailor-made” to your
needs. Upon registration, Dr. Good will contact you by email to
ask for a brief description of your successes, challenges, and
specific knowledge and skills that would support your eﬀorts to
help teachers. Please register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/40174/r-and-r-for-teachers-of-englishlearners
SPRING 2018 DROPOUT RECOVERY ROUNDTABLE
– April 25, Columbus
BCHF’s Dropout Recovery Roundtables are a special time
devoted to discussion of dropout programs and best practices for
supporting at-risk high school students. The Spring 2018 Dropout
Recovery Roundtable will focus on “Navigating Ohio’s Graduation
Requirements.” This special session, applicable to high schools
and dropout recovery program schools, will be held from 4 to 6
p.m. (with a light dinner included). Please register at the following
link: https://register.eventarc.com/38755/drop-out-recoveryroundtable-spring
Remember to make eventarc a trusted site in your email in order to receive
confirmations and email updates on our workshops! Please email Dr. Mike Grote at
mgrote@buckeyehope.org should you have any diﬃculty registering. Please include
names and email addresses of all registrants.
BCHF provides all workshops and seminars without cost to
personnel from its sponsored schools. However, a minimum number
of registrants may be required in order for a seminar to proceed and
BCHF reserves the right to cancel or postpone programs as needed.
BCHF also reserves the right to invoice a school for meals and
materials costs associated with registered personnel who fail to
attend a session. Specific event locations are available on the
registration links.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
State tests will contain new items
By Carol S. Young, Ph.D., Department Lead, Accountability and School Improvement
You have worked diligently with your students to
help them master the content of Ohio learning
standards. You have studied the format of Ohio’s
assessments and helped your students practice
similar items. You have assisted your students in
completing the practice tests. Now it is time for
the state test. You know your students are
READY! But, after the testing, your students are
nervous and confused. They report to you that the
test contained items they have never seen before!
YIKES, how did this happen?
Believe it or not, unfamiliar items on state tests are
not meant to trick students or teachers. Unfamiliar
items are likely to be field-test, or trial, items.
Field-test items are part of Ohio’s test development
protocol. Trial items are sprinkled infrequently in
each operational version of tests, and they do not
count in a student’s score. But these field test items
help the Ohio Department of Education and its
test vendor (AIR) determine the eﬀectiveness and
fairness of new testing items and formats.
There are many reasons why field-test items are
needed. New items add to the variety of the test
bank, the pool of items that validly assess a given
learning standard. New items are also needed in
response to changes in the learning standards. For
example, Ohio’s English language arts and
mathematics standards were revised in 2017. Field
test items in response to these changes will be
included in the 2018 tests though these items will
not be included in students’ scores until they
become a part of the 2019 operational tests. Finally,
new items are developed and field-tested to
continuously improve state testing. The Ohio
Department of Education (ODE), for example, has
been working recently with its test vendor to
develop items that are more eﬃcient to score.
More eﬃciently scored items would help Ohio
advance its goal of getting tests results back to
schools sooner.

While field-test items are not graded to determine
student scores, they are evaluated. Reviewers for
the test vendor and ODE score the items to see
how students performed on them. Reviewers check
again for patterns of response that could indicate
problematic wording, format or bias. Results for
subgroups of students are examined because, even
though items received an initial bias screening,
reviewers want to verify the fairness of the items.
According to ODE, “content and fairness review
processes evaluate the field test performance of
each item. Items that perform well on the field test
are accepted into the test bank. Items that perform
poorly are either removed or are edited and repeat
the development process” (Ohio Department of
Education, 2017).
Tests developed by AIR are not the only state tests
that contain field-test items. The Ohio
Department of Education also included field-test
items in the Spring 2018 Ohio English Language
Proficiency Assessment (OELPA).
The use of field-test items in state testing is public
information. Teachers and school leaders should
help students understand that unfamiliar items may
exist on state tests, and that some of these will not
be counted in test scores. Students should be
advised to do their best in responding to these
items.
More information on Ohio’s test development
process is available online at:
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/
Testing/Ohios-State-Test-in-ELA-Math-ScienceSocialStudies/Item-Development-Sequence.pdf.aspx
Students may also benefit from tutorials on test
item formats also available online:
http://oh.portal.airast.org/resources/studenttutorials-and-tools-spr

BCHF’s accountability and school improvement team is available to assist school leaders and data teams with information about aligning
classroom assessments and instruction to the rigor and formats of the state tests. For more information, email schoolimprovement@buckeyehope.org
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Schools required to notify parents of English learners
By Dr. Beverly Good, BCHF English Language Learner Consultant
English learners are becoming a more and more prevalent
population in our schools. Schools have an obligation to
identify and serve these learners, and to notify and work with
their parents.
Schools are required to administer a Home Language Survey
to determine whether students would benefit from an English
as a Second Language (ESL) program. A determination of
need based on the survey mandates testing of students to
determine their level of English language proficiency.
Whether a child is eligible for ESL support or not, the school
is required to: 1) notify parents of the results of the test
results; 2) identify a proposed program of support; and 3)
acquire informed consent. All information provided to
parents must be in a form or language that they can
understand, and must be provided within 30 days of the start
of the school year (or within two weeks of placement if not
identified prior to the beginning of school).
This parent notification letter also describes services to be
provided for the individual student. The letter must include
the following:
✦ Reasons for child’s identification and placement;
✦ Child’s level of English proficiency, how assessed, and
status of child’s academic achievement;
✦ Type of language acquisition program and method of
instruction used in child’s program;
✦ How the program will meet the educational strengths and
needs of the child;

✦

✦

✦

How the program will help the child learn English and
meet age-appropriate academic achievement standards for
grade promotion and graduation;
Program exit requirements, expected rate of transition and
expected rate of graduation; and,
If applicable, and the student has been appropriately
identified as having a disability, how the program meets the
child’s individual education plan (IEP).

For more information about these requirements, please access
the following link from the Ohio Department of Education’s
LAU Center:
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/OtherResources/English-Learners/Guidance-and-Resources/
Funding-Uses-and-Notifying-LEP-Parents/Parentnotification-requirements-when-students-are-identified-asLEP.pdf.aspx
BCHF’s Accountability and School Improvement
Department has developed a sample letter that meets all the
requirements for your use. For more information about the
letter and about required notices and services, please plan on
attending the April 19 workshop entitled “R &R for Teachers
of English Learners,” or you may contact Dr. Beverly Good at
bgood@buckeyehope.org. Register at the following link:
https://register.eventarc.com/40174/r-and-r-for-teachers-ofenglish-learners
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