!

SPONSOR UPDATE
!

Peggy Young,
Director
Jennifer Schorr,
Associate Director
OUR MISSION
The mission of the Education
Division of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation
is to establish strong public
community schools by
adhering to quality
authorizing practices, ensuring
responsible oversight, and
setting high standards for
school performance.

OUR VISION
The Education Division’s vision
is strong communities of
healthy, well-educated
students, and a future in which
all students have access to a
high quality public education.
Ohio thrives as increasing
numbers of schools graduate
students equipped to assume
a positive role in society.
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Long-awaited graduation requirements approved
for next two years
As expected, the Ohio House and Senate took action during the yearend lame duck legislative session to delay previously approved stricter
graduation requirements from remaining in place for the graduating
classes of 2019 and 2020.
An amendment to H.B. 491 extends the alternative graduation
requirements granted to the class of 2018 for an additional year, and -with a few modifications – to the class of 2020.
Under previous law, the class of 2019 would have been the first to be
required to score 18 out of a possible 35 points on end-of-course
exams, earn professional credentials, or earn remediation-free scores
on the ACT or SAT to graduate.
A phase-in of the new tougher graduation requirements granted
flexibility to the class of 2018. Ohio Department of Education (ODE)
data show that as many as 18 percent of those students used
alternative options – good attendance, a 2.5 GPA for senior-year
grades, a capstone project or community service/employment – to
meet graduation requirements.
Concerns regarding the number of students who relied on the eased
requirements for graduation prompted various education stakeholders
to advocate for extension for an additional two years.
Ultimately, lawmakers reached consensus on a one-year extension,
providing the same options for the class of 2019 as was put in place for
the class of 2018. For the class of 2020, students may not use
attendance as condition for graduation. They will also be required to
Continued on pg. 2

LEGISLATURE
APPROVES CURSIVE
HANDWRITING
BILL
The Ohio House and Senate
approved cursive
handwriting legislation
during its brief, year-end
lame duck session.
House Bill 58 requires the
Ohio Department of
Education to include
supplemental instructional
materials on the
development of handwriting
as a universal skill in the
English language arts model
curriculum for students in
kindergarten through fifth
grade. The materials must be
designed to ensure that
students develop the ability
to print letters and words
legibly by third grade and to
create readable documents
using legible cursive
handwriting by the end of
fifth grade. The material must
be incorporated into the
model curriculum by July 1,
2019 and must be updated
periodically.

Graduation requirements — continued
earn a 2.5 GPA not just for their senior year, but for their final two
years of high school. Capstone projects and community service
hours must comply with ODE guidance.
The General Assembly intends to continue
to consider appropriate high school
graduation requirements and has tasked
ODE with making recommendations
approved by the State Board of Education
for a long-term proposal for diploma
requirements that reduces reliance on state
testing, encourages local innovation, and
supports student readiness for career,
college and life. They must also include a
transition plan to allow adequate time for a
smooth transition from old requirements to new. The bill establishes
a deadline of April 1, 2019 to allow for potential inclusion in the next
state biennial budget to be approved by June 30, 2019.

Calling all student authors!
Buckeye Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) recently launched
its fifth annual student writing challenge aimed at encouraging
preparation for assessments and mastery of Common Core state
standards in English language arts.
Challenges are oﬀered for
three grade bands: three
through five, six through eight,
and nine through 12. Schools
may submit one essay per
grade band to the BCHF “Will
Technology Rule the World?”
challenge. School-level
contests to determine schools’
submissions are encouraged.

BCHF WRITING
CHALLENGE 2018
Will Technology
Rule the World?

BCHF will recognize
individuals or groups of
students who demonstrate
high achievement on this
project with cash awards to
schools, student trophies and
student participation ribbons.
Informational packets have been sent to all schools sponsored by
BCHF. Questions? Email Mindy Farry at mfarry@buckeyehope.org.
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ODE develops, recommends e-school definitions
CONGRATS!
Congratulations to Horizon
Science Academy (HSA)
Columbus Middle School,
which was among 70 districts
and 226 schools to receive the
Momentum Award from the
State Board of Education for
exceeding expectations in
student growth for the
2017-2018 school year.
Only schools and districts that
receive straight “A” grades on
all value-added measures on
the state report card are eligible
for the award. They must have
at least two value-added
subgroups of students, which
include gifted, lowest 20
percent in achievement, and
students with disabilities.
“Every day, Ohio’s schools do
the challenging but rewarding
work of educating our students
and building the future of our
state,” said State Board
President Tess Eishoff. “The
State Board of Education is
proud to recognize these
students, teachers,
administrators and parents for
their accomplishments.”

Legislation (S.B. 216) approved by the General Assembly last year
tasked Ohio’s superintendent of public instruction with researching,
developing and recommending definitions for a number of key terms
including: documentation of online learning; idle time; educational;
non-educational; participation; and, classroom — as applied to eschools.
Superintendent Paolo DeMaria’s recommendations were reviewed last
month by the Joint Education Oversight Committee (JEOC), which
heard testimony raising concerns regarding ODE’s suggested
definition – “reliable, system-generated reports detailing a student’s
participation in online learning opportunities while using the online
system” or “reliable student- or parent-generated and teacher-verified
reports” -- for “documentation of online learning.”
Access the full report submitted to JEOC online at:
http://jeoc.ohio.gov/Assets/EventFiles/366.pdf

Nominations open for assessment committees
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) is currently accepting
applications for participants to serve on three types of assessment
committees tied to Ohio’s state tests in English language arts,
mathematics, science and social studies.
ODE encourages Ohio’s educators and content specialists to help
Ohio create valid, reliable assessments by serving on these groups.
Content Advisory Committee – Reviews and evaluates test questions and
related test materials to ensure each question is a valid, appropriate
measure of Ohio’s Learning Standards for that subject area and grade
level.
Rubric Validation Committee – Reviews student responses from
machine-scored items administered during the online embedded field
test. The review ensures the machine is scoring the items accurately.
The committee can make changes to the scoring rubric for an item
for clarity, accuracy and reliability.
Fairness and Sensitivity Committee – Reviews and evaluates test
questions and related test materials to ensure questions are fair and
unbiased for all groups of students. This committee makes sure test
questions do not disadvantage groups of students from diﬀerent
races, ethnicities, genders or disabilities.
The application deadline is January 28, 2019.
Learn more online at:
http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Dec-4-2018/
Nominations-open-for-assessment-committees-related
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Blanketed in love
ODE APPROVES
RISE UP PROGRAM
The Ohio Department of
Education has approved the
National Retail Federation
Foundation and Ohio Council of
Retail Merchants RISE Up
training and credentials
program.
The RISE Up program can now
be used in high schools and
career-technical centers
throughout the state. The
program focuses on the
fundamentals of the retail
industry and features job
training and mentorship
components.
About two-dozen districts are
expected to use the program
and seek state reimbursement
for the cost of the credential
exams, according to the two
groups.
Learn more online at:
https://nrf.com/media-center/
press-releases/nrf-foundationrise-training-and-credentialsapproved-use-ohio-high

Buckeye Community Hope Foundation’s Blankets for Buddies,
facilitated by School Improvement Representative Diana Martin
and supported by other members of the Accountability and School
Improvement team, provides soft, plush throws for kindergartners
to take home and enjoy during the cold nights of winter. This
gesture of kindness lets students know that someone cares and
provides hope for children who may be experiencing the trauma of
poverty. Something as simple as a small blanket can give a child
hope and change his or her view of the world. The smile of a child
clutching a blanket is a memory that lasts forever.

ExtraCredit features retiree’s lessons learned
Steve Gratz, retiring from the Ohio Department of Education
(ODE) after a long career in education, shares “25 Things I’ve
Learned from Nearly Four Decades in Education” through ODE’s
blog, ExtraCredit. His diverse experience includes nearly a decade
teaching and 29 years serving in various capacities within ODE,
giving him a unique perspective on Ohio’s K-12 system of public
education. Read his blog at:
http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Extra-Credit-Blog
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School receives academic honors
BCHF STAFF
EMBRACE THE
HOLIDAY SPIRIT
Members of Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation’s
Accountability and School
Improvement team took a
short break from their regular
duties, spending a morning
reading and distributing books
to students at Imagine Hill
Academy in Toledo. Stan “the
Data Man” Nicol abandoned
school spreadsheets – a
welcome change of pace -- to
share a story with a classroom
of second grade students.

Congratulations to Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Dayton
Downtown, which was recently recognized by the Ohio Department
of Education as a High Progress School of Honor.
The school was among 67 serving
substantial proportions of
economically disadvantaged
students to be recognized for high
academic achievement.
High Progress Schools of Honor
must: be a Title 1 recipient (or
Title 1-eligible) and serve 40
percent or more economically
disadvantaged students;
show gains on combined
reading and proficiency
rate in each of the past five
years that met or exceeded
the 90th percentile of all
statewide gains; if a high
school, show gains in graduation rates over the past five years that
met or exceeded the 90th percentile of all statewide gains; if
applicable, the overall Progress component grade must be an A or B
for each of the three most recent years; and, have a Gap Closing
component grade of A, B or C for the most recent school year.
“Ohio’s students can do amazing things, and these schools are
creating the right conditions to close achievement gaps and address
the issues that sometimes prevent students from taking full
advantage of educational opportunities,” said State Superintendent
Paolo DeMaria. “These schools are clearly advancing the vision of
Ohio’s strategic plan for education … Congratulations to these
schools, their teachers and administrators for making a real
diﬀerence in the lives of their students.”

Second-grader wins Midwest charter art contest
Congratulations to Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Lorain’s Leia
Ramos who won first place in the K-2 division of the National
Charter Schools Institute Midwest Charter Schools Art
Competition!
More than 1,000 kindergarten through fifth-grade charter school
students from Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin
participated in the 2018 competition, with a theme of “You’re my
Hero, Because …”
Continued on pg. 6
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Art contest — continued

COALITION MAKES
CHILD-FOCUSED
BUDGET
RECOMMENDATIONS
The Ohio Children’s Budget
Coalition is already working to
develop “child-focused”
budget recommendations for
consideration by Governorelect Mike DeWine – who
pledged to increase funding
and support for various
children services – weeks
before he is sworn into office.
The coalition -- comprised of
Advocates for Ohio’s Future,
the Center of Community
Solutions, the Children’s
Defense Fund’s Ohio affiliate,
GroundWork Ohio, the
Innovation Ohio Education
Fund, the Ohio Children’s
Hunger Alliance, the Ohio
Federation of Teachers, the
Ohio Juvenile Justice
Coalition, Policy Matters Ohio,
the Public Children’s Services
Association and Voices for
Ohio’s Children – plans to
release policy briefs on a
number of topics including
children services reform,
school safety and funding,
youth prisons and the 2020
census.
Learn more online at:
https://
ohiochildrensbudget.org

In her winning composition, Leia
portrayed her older sister as her
hero, shining a flashlight to light
up the night.
“My sister is my hero because she
always protects me,” Leia said. “At
night time she shows me not to be
afraid of the dark.”
HSA Lorain second-grader Alexis
Olds earned Honorable Mention
recognition for her portrayal of
Taylor Swift. Fourth-grade
students Veronica Rivera and
Jazmin Padin were also
acknowledged.
This is the third year in a row that HSA has been recognized for
achievements in art.

Robotics teams advance
Robotics teams from Horizon
Science Academy (HSA)
Columbus Middle School and
HSA Youngtown recently
performed at the high levels
required to earn the right to
advance to the VEX IQ State
Qualifier tournament.
The middle school’s
NightHawks earned first
place – out of 60 teams – at
the VEX IQ Qualifier
robotics tournament held at
Brookside High School in
November where they also
won the Teamwork
Championship Award. The RoboAlpha team placed third and will
compete again in the next qualifier for a chance to participate in the
state championship tournament.
The Youngstown school was represented by four teams, three of
which will move on to compete at the state level. They placed first
and second in teamwork, and first in driving skills and programming.
Congrats to both schools and all the students who competed!
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FROM THE
COLUMBUS
DISPATCH
FOSTER CARE SURGES
AMID OPIOID CRISIS

With Ohio consistently near last in
the nation in state funding for
child protective services, the
number of children entering foster
care has exploded – another
financial and human cost of the
opioid epidemic, according to a
new report. Ohio children are
entering foster care at a rate never
before seen, hitting 16,154 in
2018, an increase of 3,500 – or 28
percent – in five years, said the
Public Children Services
Association of Ohio, which
released the report on Dec. 20.

CHILD ABUSE
INCREASES WHEN
REPORT CARDS
RELEASED ON A FRIDAY

According to an Associated Press
story recently published in The
Columbus Dispatch, a study
based on review of calls to a
Florida hotline as compared to
report card release dates in most
of Florida’s 67 counties during the
2015-2016 school year, child
abuse increases the day after
school report cards are released –
but only when students receive
grades on a Friday. According to
the study, broken bones, burns
and other confirmed abuse
increased only on Saturdays after
a Friday release of report cards,
with nearly four times more cases
on those Saturdays than on other
Saturdays. The study was recently
published in JAMA Pediatrics.
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UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
The new calendar year is a great time to “reboot” as an
educator. Due to the wintry Ohio weather, Buckeye
Community Hope Foundation (BCHF) has just a few showcase
oﬀerings upcoming and an online workshop. Please participate
if you can!
Effective Lesson Design for Social-Emotional Learning
– Oﬀered online!
This online workshop is open to 25 participants. The course
will emphasize strategies that address social emotional
learning, increase engagement and build academic
achievement. This course details characteristics of eﬀective,
direct, standards-based lessons and how to include, within this
direct lesson structure, strategies that intentionally incorporate
social-emotional learning. The workshop is an excellent choice
for teachers, instructional coaches, school leaders and support
personnel. Online, collaborative work will last from January 15
to February 28 with a repeat course of the same content to
start in March.
Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41029/eﬀective-lessons-and-selsection-1
Differentiating Instruction through Choice Menus –
Oﬀered regionally!
Looking for a new way to diﬀerentiate? Students at varying
levels of content mastery benefit from having voice and choice
in their learning. This is an important way to teach to the
whole child without having students feel that they are assigned
to a “low” or “high” group. This workshop will demonstrate
how choice menus can be used in all academic subject areas
and how students can be held accountable for learning
standards through projects guided by choice menus. This
session is especially applicable to instructional coaches, K-12
teachers and school leaders. Seminar time is 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
with lunch provided.
Columbus – January 16
Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41094/diﬀerentiating-instructionthrough-choice-menus-columbus
Cleveland: January 17
Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41093/diﬀerentiating-instructionthrough-choice-menus-cleveland
Continued on pg. 8
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“DISENGAGED
YOUTH” COSTLY

According to a report recently
released by the Center for
Community Solutions, more
than 20,000 young adults in
Cuyahoga County are
disengaged from education and
employment.
That disengagement leads to
more than $44,000 in lost wages
and tax revenue – and an
increase in public assistance and
social services spending – for
each individual each year, for a
total negative economic impact
of $927 million annually.
Access the report online at:
https://
www.communitysolutions.com/
research/44000-questionexamining-disengaged-youthcuyahoga-county

One out of every seven
people aged 16-24 in
Cuyahoga County are
disengaged youth.
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UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued
Winter English Learner Network Meeting – January 17,
Columbus
This meeting will continue the network of support for teachers
of English learners. The agenda will include EMIS questions,
items from the Ohio TESOL Conference, monitoring exited
students, and other issues that arise. Following the morning
networking meeting, participants will revisit the writing plans
that were part of the September meeting. Meeting time will
be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided.
Register online at:
https://register.eventarc.com/41820/winter-english-learnernetwork-meeting

Important information about professional
development sessions offered by BCHF
Inclement weather - While BCHF values professional
development, we value your safety even more. If schools are
cancelled in the city in which a workshop is oﬀered, the
workshop will also be cancelled, and we will attempt to
reschedule for a later date. Watch your email for important
notifications as we will notify all registered participants by
email in the event of a cancellation.
Email settings – Don’t let reminders go to your spam!
Remember to make eventarc a trusted site in your email in

order to receive confirmations and email updates on our
workshops. Upon registering for an event, you will receive
specific location information.
Trouble registering - Please email Dr. Carol Young,
cyoung@buckeyehope.org should you have any diﬃculty
registering. Please include names and email addresses of all
registrants in the text of your message.
Workshop Offerings and Registration - BCHF provides
all workshops and seminars without cost to personnel from
its sponsored schools. However, a minimum number of
registrants may be required in order for a seminar to
proceed and BCHF reserves the right to cancel or postpone
programs due to low enrollment. BCHF also reserves the
right to invoice a school for meals or other costs associated
with registrants who fail to attend.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Using research-based study techniques
By Dr. Mike Grote, Educational Consultant
As we start the second half of the school year, it
is worth looking at the practices we are using to
help our students learn and their relative
eﬀectiveness. Sometimes “what has always been
done” or “seems to be common sense” is not the
most eﬀective.

✦

Ineffective, but widely done
✦

✦

Underlining text is of no benefit. In a
comparative study, students who underlined
did no better than those that did not on recall
of factual information. On questions that
required students to make inferences (higher
depth of knowledge), students who underlined
text actually did worse.
Re-reading has very little benefit (about 10
percent improvement, but that dropped oﬀ
quickly with additional re-reading). In fact, rereading gave students a false sense of their
mastery of the material because they
recognized the material that they re-read,
which is very diﬀerent from recalling
information. Time spent re-reading takes away
from more eﬀective study methods.

Moderately effective study techniques
✦

Generating explanations -- This technique
entails coming up with explanations for why
what you read was true or thinking of ways it
connects to other things that you have learned.
Students who are asked to generate
explanations (or connect the new ideas to
previously learned ideas) performed twice as
well as those who were not asked to do this.
However, being given an explanation by the
teacher is no better than just being given the
information. To be eﬀective, the student must
generate the explanation or connection — the
student must do the mental processing.
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Inter-weaving practice or mixing up the topics
as you study -- For example, in math, mixing up
problems from previous classes with new
material instead of focusing on only one topic
at a time (also known as blocked practice).
During the practice, the blocked group worked
more eﬃciently. However, when tested a week
later, the group with mixed practice did three
times better.

Most effective study techniques
✦

✦

Distributed practice -- Instead of giving 25
identical practices all at once, spread the
practice over several weeks. Perhaps give five
the first day, two the second day, two the third
day, one the fourth day, one a week later, and
another a week after the previous one.
Students will actually score much higher a
month later having had the distributed
practice, even though they will have done
fewer practices!
Consistently testing oneself — Self-testing
yielded better results on both factual and
inferential questions than re-studying or rereading. Flash cards with questions on one side
and answers on the other is a useful strategy.
Cornell note-taking also accomplishes this
goal.

Why are we confused about what works? We
frequently confuse what improves short-term
learning with what improves long-term learning.
For example, introducing challenging material in
practice is frequently avoided as it slows the
practice. But for long term learning, mixing in
those challenges that promote thinking actually
greatly enhances long-term success even though
it slows practice in the short term.
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