Transportation funding debated
Transportation provisions included in the K-12 funding overhaul bill (H.B. 1) and the state biennial
budget bill (H.B. 110) are being considered and debated in the Ohio House of Representatives.
The House Finance Primary and Secondary Education Subcommittee heard testimony from members of
the workgroup that developed the K-12 education funding proposal currently under consideration.
Among the group’s 14-point plan for overhauling transportation
funding and policy are recommendations to increase the state’s
minimum share of district transportation funding to 50 percent
and allocate $45 million annually to help fund districts’ bus
purchases.
Three key education stakeholder groups – the Ohio School
Boards Association (OSBA), Buckeye Association of School
Administrators (BASA) and Ohio Association of School Business
Oﬃcials (OASBO) – jointly testified before the House Finance
subcommittee, calling multiple provisions of H.B. 110 on school
transportation “problematic.”
Among the organizations’ concerns is a provision that would
require districts to schedule students enrolled in charter and
private schools after June 1 within 14 days, recommending
changing “14 days” to “as soon as possible.”
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A representative of the Ohio Association of Independent
Schools told subcommittee members that some public school
districts have felt “emboldened to ignore provisions in the Revised and Administrative codes pertaining
to their responsibilities” during the pandemic, stating that Governor Mike DeWine’s budget proposal
“strengthens the protections for families seeking to receive transportation.”
Under Governor DeWine’s proposal the deadline for charter schools to notify districts of their intent to
transport their students would change from January 1 to August 1. OSBA, BASA and OASBO suggested
March 1 as a potential compromise.
The three groups also voiced objection to language in H.B. 110 that would restrict the ability of districts
to fulfill their student transportation responsibilities using public transit and a proposed requirement
that districts notify the State Board of Education when declaring transportation impractical for a
student.

